pay millions’ 
in redemption 


- 
Richard Norton-Taylor and 
Owen Bennett Jones In Bern 
een 


S WITZERLAND will have to 
pay hundreds of millions uf 
dollars ta Holocaust victims if 
there is to be any chance of an 
“honourable closure" to the bit- 
ter controversy over the coun- 
trys role in trading Nazi gold, 
the head of an influential Jewish 
organisation said this week. 

Edgar Bronfman, president uf 
the World Jewish Congress — in 
the vanguurd of allacks ufuinst 
Switzerland's warime record — 
raised the stakes on the eve of ıı 
conference in London on Nazi 
golcl, inclucling personal belong: 
ings looted from Jews, 

Britain and the Unlted Slates 
are expeeledl to tell the confer- 
ence that 5.5 tans of goldl worth 
about $68 million held in the 
Bank of England and the Federnl 
Reserve should be distributed tı 
Holocaust survivors, ‘Fhe Holel — 
from the residue recovered from 
Germany by the Allies at the endl 
of the second world war — ig 
legnlly due to 10 countrics occeu- 
pied by the Nazis. The US gov- 
ernment is also expectecl to offer 
about $33 million to a fund for 
Holocaust victinta, 

Aa Switzerland disclosed 
detatls of its role in trading Nazî 
gold, Mr Bronfman said he 
wanted Swiss contributors “of 
nine to 10 figures at leaat", 
Otherwise, he warned, the Swiss 
might have to pay out even more 
. — a reference to threatened law- 
siuita ard a boycott of Swiss 
banks in the US. : 

. An independent report on  . 

Monday revealed that 76 per 
cent of Germany’s wartime gold j i 

2 continled ön page 4 |. 
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orphans as well, so they will mix and 
see tach other as normal” she 


Comnunity-based projects such 
as these were identiflecl as central 
to non-governınental organisatlons' 


urged that, wherever. possible, chil . 
dren should be kept in thelr com- 
munites, Three years on, however, 
such projects are still missing out 


health, Dr Sam Okware, has talked 
about a “window of hope” between 
thé ages of five and 18. "Tf that 
group can be educated, if their be- 
haviour can be changed, I think we 


1 Ms Kumwenda’s great-nephew,. 
| Pominic Mukaka, joins a group of 
1 orphans shakily singing a 
song with ,a clear rnesşage about 


ai 1 .| Aids, sêx and ةelfrespect.‎ It 1s four 
the World Healt Organisaton. . | trapşmlsslon Tates hpld'steady, .' | years since his parents died and he: 
| ;, Butit sald thé sürge also.in- . . Î by the year 2000 he number of, | and his brother joined . Ms 
| Sluded ã 19 per cent ineréase i people ving wit HIV ûr Aids. , | Kumwenda's ‘disparate brood of 

[Soorlel cases of HIV and full. .. wlll sonr to 40 million”. young relatives: “Î don't even th 
lown Alds, and warned that . "| The report sald some 2,3 mil-...| about my pareits-any' more and'I 
e E E 
rus that caüisès Aldê Î by the and ofthis: ıa BO. þer; ..| aged 18,-standlig next to his great: 

18 aware of it. u. | PenEFÎ o 1996. Ne ۳ E gaunt. “Now this is my mum.” : 

1 “The more we know about the woiien, and nearly 500, ٍ 
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of the Aids storm 


Chris Holt 


N A windswept patch of 
wasteland in ûne of Lusaka's 
grim residential com- 
pouuds, a group of small children is 
huddled around a woman in a tie- 
dyed dress. They follow her hand as 
she scratches numbers in the dirt, 
nought to three. Now and Ihen wind 
picks up the (lust and hurls it into 
the children's eyes, This is their 
school, the dirt their blıckboarrl, 
this untrained volunteer ıIheir 
teacher. This is the best education 
they can hope for, these children 
arphaned by Aids. 
No one in Zambia is uınaffewted 
by Aidls. Everyone you speak 1o has 
a family member, a colleague, 
or a friend. If you haven't sven 
Someone for a while, yon clon’! isk 
where or how they are, And in the 
wake of Aids, a second human 
Iragedy is unfurling: an “epidemiu” 
of orphans. By the middle of last 
year, 9 million children worldwide 
had lost their mothers to Aids, ac 
cording to Unaids, the joint United 
Nations programme on HIV and 


ing two-year-old, and, when neces- 
sary, helps his grandmother in the 
undignified search for charity. 

Unlike countries such as India or 
Thailand, in Zantbia orplıanages take 
only a very small mtinority of chil- 
dren. “Zambian tradition is Ihat you 
should look after your family and or- 
phanages should be tle very last oj+ 
tion," says Unaids's Mark Cı onnolly. 

Zambia is currently thought to 
have half a nuilfion orphans — 5 per 
cent of the lotal population. By 1993, 
42 per cent of urban ancl onethircl of 
rural households alreacly contained 
orphans. For a country struggling 
to cope with decades of untler- 
development and high levels uf 
poverly, the orphans represent the 
seeds ol future crises, 

A Unicef reporl tlıis year linked 
poor eclucalional perfurmnance to 
children’s trauma in coping with (le 
sickness or death of parents, Pri 
mary schoolage children were bear- 
ing enormous responsibilities of 
caring for dying parenls, fincling focal 
and earning money. Sclinal fees, iir 
troduced as part of the 19904 shilt i 


4 free-market economics in Zambia, 
Aids. Some 90 per cent of these clıil- | are beyond tlıe means of many fami: 
dren are in sub-Saharan Africa and | fies, Some 68 per cent of orphans in 


most of them will also have lost a rural areas now do not go to school, 


Parent. In the most affected 


۲ ‘The implications for the eco- | No amall concern . . . Young children often have to care for tıeir 
ا‎ it is ght up to one- | nomy, education artd health services brothers and sisters after thelr parents lle PHOTOGRAPH: GIDEON MENDEL 
rd of children will become or- | are very serious,” Mr Connolly says. 
phans in the next 10 years. 


“There are very high levels of HIV | Cafod, is typical. There, an orphans’ 
infection among professionals with a | support group farms five hectares of 
generation of less educated, Jess | land, its protluce going to pay for 
skilled, emotionally less „Secure Or- | schoo! feeş andl other needs, A fur- 
phaııs following behind when they | ther two hectares of land is used to 
dle.” The goverment 1s predicting | teach farming skillş to the children. 

tliat gross domestic product will fall ‘There’ have been plenty of pro- 


Up to halî of sonie countries’ or- 


are looked after by grand- 
Parents and many fall into the care 
0 older siblings, The burden on 
these familles, many of which are al- 
i very poor, is immense, Albina 


explains, 


ila. a 1 ğross dam 1 ۴ responses to HIV in southern Africa 
ا‎ 72. has taken in six or- by between Sand 9 per cent by 2000, | jects addressing. the problems of Î in 1994. In their Lusaka Declaration 
O with a total of 12 grand- because of thé êffects of Alds, people with Aids, but at first few peo- | on Support to Children and Familles 
ren to look after, she struggles , Bûme policy changes are address- ple were thinking about the ,or-; | Affected by Aids, . the agencies 


ing the sifjatiûn. Compulsory | phans” says Cafod's Riclıard Miller. . 
school ore, tg . heen’ abol- | “This community thought it vas im. 
ished in’ 'Zambië. Churches and, Î portant to bring them together and 
otlier local groups have sei ' up, | teaclı them the skills they nëedl to 
schools in. Lusaka’ that offer free | look after themselves." n 


, in. Laisgk ee 1 on both domestic and overseas gov- 
Ms Mile , and pay. school fees," Î education to the poorest. At Kab- | , The chairwoman of the group, | ernment aid, which favours hospital- 
- SAYS. Her orphaned wata Open $chool — operi to all, but, | Emilia Kumwenda, aged 54 and her- | based programmes and expenditure 
ب‎ 1 Joseph, , Whose tiny, mal- | algo open to thie alr 50 per cent of. Î self a stand-in mother to 11 orphans, | ön testing kits, aid doctors’ and ad- 
ا‎ body belies his nine | the 300 pupils are orphans, They Î is a formidable woman who believes visers’ salarles. 2 
hacking. a, PETSistent rash and leari ` using donated books, chalk, | education is the key to the orphans’ .| : The "orphan epldemic” in Zambia 
school ho E Wher he is dot at | and. blackboards, and séven tea î .| future, She runs. a nursery ahd an’ | js still in its infancy. In nelghbouring 
siblings and ks after his yoüngeêr ers are pald by overseas donors, A | ant-Aids club for older children, | Uganda, . the commissioner for 


ê and cousins. He tells thé 
stories, cradlés a cry: 


projëct in. Chilonga, northerh Zam; | where they learn about the disease, 
bih, fundéd.by tie Britlsh aid agency’ | “We, recruit childreq, who arê..not, 


obal. e 
people in 1996 partly reflects a pears o ke;” Dr Pitir Pl the 
more accurate method of collect: executive director of the UN pro- 

irding jramie, elt at fhe pre entation 

| tthe report in Pars, “Hf current 


pidei by 20007 Jf 


;| have a future,” he says. 


Alds epidemic, thé worse it ãp-' Î were children under 15, Comment, page 12 - 
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Darren Garforth stabilised tle 
scrum, Garath Archer and Johnson 
showed a prodigious workrate 
ihe second row, and Richard Hi] 
was a powerhouse on the operrside, 
When Neil Back replaced the 
injured Diprose at halftime, Eng 
land's rejigged back-row merely 
moved into a higher gear. 

Had England not conceded tu 1 
soft tries by lan Jones and Jeff WI 
son in the first quarter, when thy 
were giving the All Blacks too much 
respect, not to mention space, there 
could have been the ırakings of an 
upset of heroic proportions. 

In terms of points on the board 
New Zealand never came under 
genuine pressure — Taine Randells 
short-range try on the hour pt | 
them 22-3 alıead — yet the longe 
the game went on the more the Al | 
Blacks began to fray at tle edges; 
and their composure ebbed away. - 

Little wonder that several Al 
Blacks pointed ironically at the 
scoreboard as they left the fiekj 
while England set out on a lap ûi 
honour before a euphoric 5500, 
crowd. Woaclward still has much 
learn about the unforgiving bust 
ness of winning a Test, but at leat 
his unbuttoned oullook and honest ` 
to-goodness enthusiasm hae 
helped put a large dollop of sel 
belief back into his players; in the 
wake of a 17-poinl defeat that is w 
small achievement. 

It will be fascinating tO se 
whether England sustain their pF: 
chological edge when they nel 
New Zealand in the second Tesl ûi 
Twickenham on December 6. One 
suspects the tourists' sarıg-froid al 
Old Trafford was shaken fron le 
uutset by Cockerill's disruptive be 
haviour in face of the haka. “Total 
disrespectful," complained Hal 
True but that was surely whal En 
land intended. 


¥ 


SK" 


teed them, farming beans, mai 
and puts on one hectale of 
form nelghbol, 18 scarce, she begs 


UN warns of gl 


Jon Heniey In Paris 


International: Scotland 8 Australia 37 3 


Silence of the Scottish lambs, 


basics and decision-making 
were not up to scratch and we 
paid the price.” Captain Andy 
Nicol agreed. 

Ayear ago, it was 19 points 
from Matt Burke which scls' 1 
sored the Scots, This time it | 
the slim, elusive Stephen إ‎ 
Larkham who applied the rapl® : 
with two unorthodox trles. 

Scotland's best moment cai . 
courteay of a gift-wrapped tiro” : 
by Michael Foley to unma اام‎ 
debutant Scott Murray at 4 i 
out fîve metres from the visi 
line. They were unlucky to lo 
Adam Roxburgh because of 0 
cussion but getting their 
forward trio of Rob Wair' it 
Doddie Weir and 2 Sınlt 
is an urgent necessity. 

Gregar. Townsend continues 1 
test the patience of his 0 N 
at fly-half and 20-year-old 
Craig,.whose best e ۰ 
show hia pace prove 
purauit of Joe Roff to the ا‎ 
Australia’s firat try, will no 


to dwell on his.defensiye per 


|| mance. There is already a 


Craig Walk, 

Bellis b luge cider, off th the 
end of Princes Street, با‎ 4 
boy racer has a long WAY PF gf: 
before he achieves such ® E 
in his own right.  '' ' 
. The day's biggest che : 
greeted news of England” yg 
feat. Some priorities ii 50% 
rugby never change». 


U ا‎ 
PHOTO" DAvID DAVIES 


Robert Kitson at Murrayfleld 


HE Saturday night news- 
paper had it cruelly right. 
( “The Shower of Scotland” is not 
13 Object about Inferior raling (10) | a headline designed to cause 
mirth in the SRU offices but 
even the Murrayfield mandarins 
18 Tested, cut up, and blastedl (8) cannot ignore the red danger sig- 
nals flashing all around them. 
It was not so much the بای‎ 
21 The citys left golng in circles (6} | margin of defeat to an Australian 
0 side scarcely weighed down by 


tured optimism as a young home 
side leaked 29 points without 
reply after the interval. Worse 
was the air of resignation around 
a stadium barely two-thirds full 
for what many hoped might be 
the dawn of a new era. Without a 
stiffening of Scotland's resolve 


Springboks will run arnok on 


Many spectators were shuf- 
fling home long before John 


Ofahengaue’s injury-time try to 


Brushing the meses under the 
carpet will do no good.and, to 
their credit, the Scottiah man- 
agement and players show no 
slgn of deluding themselves, “I 
can't remember a more disap- - 


Richie.Dixon, the home coach. 8 
“Rugby 1s a simple game but our 


8 8 ج‎ 3 3 8 : 8" inting, Leek, -: 
1 i Ld. 1997. Published by Guardian Publications Lid, 164 Deansgate, Manchester, M60 2RR, and printed by WCP Commercial Prin E 
i Secon class postage paid at New York, N.Y., ani mailing offices. Registered as a newspaper at the Post:'Ofîce, .. “. 


| [32 SPORT 


Rugby Union First Test: England 8 New Zealand 25 


It’s not all black for England 


Robert Armstrong 
E NGLAND'S heartwarming 


performance against the All 

Blacks last Saturday was 

. soured by one punch Martin John- 
son threw that earnecl the Leicester 

lock an immediate one-match ban. 

Had England not taken swift 
«lisciplinary action against Johnson 

: for that punch to Justin Marshall's 

1 jaw, the New Zealand management 

1 would have cited him for foul play 

1 within tlıe stipulated 24 hours, 

Clive Woodward, the England 
coach, and Roger Utiley, the man- 

8 ager, did not procrastirate. To thelr 

1 cretlit they banned Johnson from 

ihis Saturday's international against 

Suutlı Africa at Twickenhanı. 

1 “Roger and [I have watched the 
match vîdeo and believe the allega- 
tions against Martin Johnson aft 
founderl,” sail Woodward. “Martin 
will be making a full apology.” 


Marshall, the 0 a ln : EEE eê i 
1 half, said his hearing ha و‎ EY iit ESE O O a 
bee TemhOrary impaired by the | Gripping stuff . . . Jonah Lomu leads the charge against England at Old Trafford 


sixth-minute punch which was 


1 is ji ivisi 1 1i 1 the three-quarters 
to the side of his jaw from | the Southwest division, was raked further changes if Tony Diprose and | tuning among 1 1 
ا‎ “1 E it happen clearly and | by a New Zealand boot at the bot- j Adedayo eyo. who e both ا‎ ut 0 ا‎ 
1 " تمو‎ ruck later needed 15 | substitute ecause of minor jİ stages o0 1 

a aC oe e nd lele injuries, fail to prove their fitness, | Lawrence Dallaglio's men had the 
Johnson, a veteran of 33 interna- Î Mike Catt was criticised for ming ek on 0 back at Bt Fag 
i t for thı tof the tour." j tionals and the Lions captain for last | three short-range penalties aud a | lan 1's option-taking iı midfielkl was 
O oS England Î summer's tour to South Africa, will { conversion, but the Bath fly-half was not incisive enough lo procluce addi- 
1 and the All Blacks have often had an | be keenly ınissed agaist the | a tower of strength in defence, mak- | tional scores after Catt and Austin 
etlge of violence. After the 1993 Test Î Springboks, whose 52-10 victory ing ny o ant 0 1 e e an excellent 

1 1 1 1 ire in attack, or lanville. 
at Twickenham, which England won | over France in Paris last Saturday | also showe plenty o in HESS i A BÊ 
skipper, proved he is a world4rlass 
In any case, there was not a great | flanker whose inspirational example 
(leal wrong with England's commit | can bring the best out of his team- 
Woodward will probably make | ted performance that a bit of fine | mates. Richard Cockerill 


Zealand coach, John Hart. “It could Î stitches in an eye wound. 
have broken the captain's jaw and 


159, the New Zealand forward | suggests that they are playing their Alex King, Woodward's original 
Jamie Joseph was banned for stamp- | best football since the 1995 World | choice at No 10, is still unfit. 

1 ing on Kyran Bracken's ankle. Ear- Î Cup. Saracens’ Danny Grewcock is 

٤ lier in the same tour Phil de | set to replace him. 
Glanville, while playing at centre for 


3 The sportsman making a 
boundary? (6) 

4 Deletes error when so 
5 
6 


Cryptic CFOSSWOId by Crispa 


encouraged (7) 
Propose including tip for a 
misereant (8) 
Happy in admitting nothing 
causes strife (10) 

7 He's engaged in faca treatment 
6) 


16 A few words written when 
there's time? (8) 


19 Wilh Iittle hesttatlon send out 
English recluse (7) 


22 Point to a door guard (6) 
24 Some people's limbs are almost | stardust, nor the hiss of punc- 
stick-like (4) 
-&- 
on and off the field, the 
20 The capital fellow putting 
Aeroge pounds on finished right (8) Last week's solution December 6. 
4 Reserve the surplus for a 22 Famous sailor finding . 
raader's use {8) wrongdolng immoral (6) [A[R[C[HD[UTCIHIE[5[5S] 
9 For nil outlay one might acquirs | 23 Progress by an employes, a ۸| o E [SIWN 4| | Eales converted Willie 
such old sllver (6) 2 کد‎ aer E ANTER RIANA Siqhengaue's Injury 
1 tting assistance as set urn in after eartless 1 8 
0 E 25 A boost to the system, though lEIAUISlAIL [El RBA 1984 Wallables. . 
11 Tha young woman wlth the big that's not stressed (6) WINS] 
feet ralsing frult (10) 26 Six-footers take time knotting mM 
12 Very cold beer (6) tes (8) VIM) 
14 Compromise, belng green and EH Û 
undecided {8} i Down Dag 
—ilst 0 : : 
و‎ 8, 1 Avlte lot, really rotten, may well HEE pointing aecond-half,” said 
dol uite change (8) 
eisted o 2 Silde for amall chltd (4) E SIHiElL IL IeJalAITIETR 
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The Week 


N the biggest campus protcsts 
since 1968, aome 40,000 
German students converged on 
Bonn to vent their frustration 
with the underfunding and 
chronic overcrowding of a 
worsening university system. 
Washington Post, page 16 


RIME Minister Bill Skate’s 
coalition in Papua New Guin- 
ea ia on the verge of callanae 
amid allegations that he ordered 
a kilfing and authorised bribes. 


FRENCH judge ordered the 

trial of Maurtce Papon, aged 
87, to resume this week after 
hearing nedical eviderııce that 
the accused Nazi collaborator 
would be well enough to appear 
n court. 


OONSHINE vodka claimed 

43,000 lives this year and 
remains one of Ruasia's biggest 
killers despite a crackdown on 
illegal distillers, a Russian offi- 
cial admitted. 


RAN’S supreme leuder, Aya- 

tollalh Ali Khamenci, urged 
that an influential opponent, 
(rund Ayutollah Hussein Ali 
Montzeri, stand trinl for Lretson. 


HE bitter divurce battle in 

Sunuıth Africa betwecn Earl 
Spencer, Princess Dinnit's 
bruthcr, aul his wife endlecl 
lramutivally when they suclclenly 
anuounced (hat hey hal 
renched u scltlemct. 


HE South Korcan govern- 
ınent and the IMF were 
lockecl in talks over a reported 
muld-billian dollar roscue plas 
tı tnckle the economic crisla, 
Comnıgent, pagğa 12 
Washington Post, page 15 


N ambilloua $8 million TV 

serinlisntion of Salman 
Ruslhdic's book Midnight's 
Children ia to be shelved by the 


BBC after the Sri Lankan {Ov- 
ernment withdrew permission 
for the filmı to be made there. 
.ı HE jazz vlolinist Stephane 
Grappelli has died aged 89. 
Obituary, pags 27 
FOREIGN EXCHANGES 
Starling tates Sterling rates 
Dovember 1 _Novambar 24 
Antal 2.4833-2,46E9 | 2.480-2.412 
Austra 21.08-21.07 | 20.65-20.68 
Belglum B1.7361.77 | 8051-0063 
Canada 22978-2.3922 | 2.405-2.068 
١ Denmark 11.30-11,40 11.17-11.18 
` Franca 10.01-10.02 9.82-9.83 
Garmany 28030-2.0947 | 29365-2.8084 
Hong Kong Û 13.02-13.02 | 13.07-13.08 
` retland 1.1462-1147 | 1.1283-1, 1288 
. ay 28-2033 | 277-2 ' 
1 dipan 21784-21784 | 21432-21482 
Netherlands '| 13728-33761 | 3.3085-3311 
¦ New Zesland | 2.601-2.764 | 2.7102-2.7140 
Nomay '' | 12211221 ' 11.99-11.94 
. Portal | 30568-303.11 Î 240.39-220.91 
Span . 263 01-253.22 | 247.96-248.27 
Sodan . | ‘1314-1316 j 1270-1281 
Swzêriand. | 24121-241146 Û 2.3750-23Te0 
USA .... |. 1.6242-1.8847 | 1.8820-1600 
. E. 1.8021-1.6104, | 1.4810-1431 
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former 


the opposition Safina party 


Richard Leakey (left) and Khelef Khalifa of 


leave the office of Kenya's attorney-general last week after the party 
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was registered following repeated rejections 


India’s coalition falls as 
Congress pulls the plug 


Mr Gujrnl's government was (he 
thirel since inconclusive general clec- 
ons în April ancl May last yeu. Note 
of Intlia's polieal leaders hind waniecl 
elections, and Mr Kesri's nov wan 
seen as the result of brinkmanship 
that galloped beyond the control of 
the octogenarian leader, 

A showdown belwcrn tht Coan- 
gress andl Ihe United Front had been 
expected Tor ays afler Mr Kesti cle: 
ıanded thal Mr Gujral expel a 
Tunil parLy fro his cualilion. 

A judicial fnruiry had implicated 
the Dravila Munetra Kzaghenı in 
le assassination of Ue 
prime minisler, Rajiv Gaull, by ıt 
Tamil Tiger suicide bontbur six 
years ago. Leadlers of the Congress 
dnl other political parties were tılso 
implicate, but Mr Keari has focusuel 
vxelusively ou the Tamil purty's role, 

Indian newspupem roundel on 

ihe Congress for bringing down il 
seul goverummuut this year, at- 
tuaing Mr Kesr of an Over weenint 
ambition t0 beconte prime minister" 
at thie expense of a country thal can 
ill affurtl {he cost of elections, In {he 
meantime, government carne to a 
halt, legislation was stalled and the 
rupee plunged against the dollar, 
@ Sixty people were shot dead by an. 
armed gang of 250 irr au outbreak of 
caste violence in the eastern state of 
Bihar an Monday, police said. 


lence after leaders of the ruling party 
led a ranıpage through the court last 
week, sending judges into flight and 
forcing the halt of the trial of the 
prime minister for contempt of court. 

While the differences bêtween 
Mr Sharif and Mr Shah arose.over 
the appointment of judges to. the 
supreme court, the conflict has de- 


generated into a personel. feud, | 
fuelled by the resurrection of cor- |: 


` ruption charges against the prime 
minister, and the suspension of laws 
' enacted by his government. ' 


.Mr Sharif accused . President |i 


Leghari and Mr Shah of colluding to 
` obstruct parliament and unseat his 
government,.. which won a huge 
` mandate İn elections last February. 


|. “Twas not: elected to fight legal 


' cases, The people voted for me to. 


revive the economy,. to restore law. 


. and .order'and to 


end corruption,” 
' he sald.. '.i, «: 2 


NDIA'S prime minister, I K Gujral, 

steppecl down last week after the 
Congress parly carried out its threal 
10 withtriw support frm his govern- 
ing coalition and slake its own clainı 
tu powcr, terites Suzannr Goldenberg. 

“We have withdrawn supporl ti 
the... government under I K Gujral. 
We have conmuinicated this to the 
president," the Congress leader, 
Sitaram Kesri, said. His announcer 
Ment, preniging he cud uf Mr (iu 
jial's seven-moutlauld government, 
lad beeu expectal, Alhough the 
Congress was not a member of the 
coalition, its support gave the United 
Front a ınajurily in parllamıenl. 

Mr Kesi suitl the Congress woultl 
suek lo Toru û government, bul le 
move sens More likely lo result in 
freh leti, expected in Febru 
ary, Te rightwing Hinchu neatiouulisl 
Bharatiya Junia Party alsu stakerl ils 
claim Lo form iı govermnent, Tle BJP}, 
which Tus only hell power once — 
for jut U liy iu HENG — {lircatetts 1o 
sir Up historic anlagonistns helweer 
Hindus anl Muslinıs. 

Mr Gujral met the president, K R 
Narayanitn, afler anutouncing thal 
le would utfer lis resignation, But 
he arrived armed with written as- 
surances from the 15 regional and 
leftwinyg parties in his United Front 
thal they would not support 4 
Congress-led government. 


Karamat, held emergency talks with 
President Leghari, . 
After a weekend during which. 
the three protagonists in the consti- 
futional feud traded angry letters in 
the capital Islamabad, the army 
leadership — the prevailing power 
in Pakistan —~. was closeted in.a 
meeting at its headquarters in 
neighbouring Rawalpindi. 2 
' Although the military has histori- 


. cally been the enemy of elected gov- 


ernment, the army chief has now 
been cast as an unlikely arbiter in 


; tice, . tha president, or even. Mr 
Sharif. 4 ا‎ 

wire afidl police in 
riot gear surrounded the supreme 


. the constitutional crisis that may 
, lead to the.removal of the chief. jus. 


, Rolls of barbed 


Last chance to slow 
down Earth’s heating 


weak bnd guy unable to stand up to 
his domestic lobby. The truth is 
more complex. 

Certainly, in March, led by Ger- 
many aud Britain's then environ- 
ment secretary, John Gummer, the 
EU agreed to propose a 15 per cent 
cut by 2010, although within the EU 
some countries, suıclı ûs Portugal, 
will be permiltcd to increase eınis- 
sions by 40 per cent. The Unitecl 
States is responsible fur 25 per cent 
of world emissions. Mr Clinton has 
offered to cut enissions to 1990 lev- 
els by 2008-2012, in effect an admis- 
sion that the US made promises at 
Rio that it has failed to keep. 

Nevertheless, stabilisation would 
involve big changes İn the US, since 
its population is rising fast andl, with- 
out a change in policy, emisgions 
are due to rise by as much as 30 per 
cent, 

There are worse offenders than 
the US. Australia, with 80 per cent of 
its exports — especially coal — con- 
tribuling to global warming in some 
way, says İt should be allowed to in- 
crease emissions by as much as 
Portugal, Partly because of pres- 
sure from Mr Prescott, this has now 
been scaled down to an 18 per cenl 
increase to 2010, 

Japan, as host nation, İs desperate 
for û (leal ancl is looking lor a cut of 
arouncl 2,5 per cent, wilh exceptions 
for countries with higl) population 
growth and low per capita emission 
increases. 

The big task is to fincl a means of 
bridging te gap belwecen he E 
arl the US. Thr EU looks (he nıust 
likely to blink first. lt is altealy 
reportedly scaling the prupased 
worlclwide cut from 15 tw 10 per 
vent, while Germany is backing 
plans lu allow lhe US 1o inıpleınent Its 
emissions cuts Mexibly. This woulrl 
allow the US 1o gain extrit tine frum 
culties hut bave male progress, 

The US alan wuts “juin iuple 
ıuentalinn", in whiclı a country will 
ilvancurl lvchnolugy works lo bring 
(own grecnlouse gas eınisgions in 
ıl less developed country ancl ckiins 
hl reduction is purt o HS owt 
tart, 

“The US ilso wants cieveloping 
cuuutries such as lucia, Brazil and 
China to be require! lo svt targets 
at Kyato. Earlier this year, the US 
Senate passecdl a resolution by 950 
saying it coultl not ratify ny treaty 
that reclucedl its own targets until 
the developing countries agreed to 
cut their emissions. — The Obseruer 


it void. It was hot known what 
authority the order had. 


A 10-judge . bench of dissident’ 


Supreme: Court. judges said it 
upheld petitions challenging Mr 
Shah's poaition on the technicality 
that he was nat the most senlor 


judge in.the country, when he was 


appointed in 1994, . 0 
. The army, which has ruled Pak 


stan for. half .of its 60 yeara,. 


remained’ a silent spectator in tha 
latest in .a' series of constitutional 
clashes that have. prompted 4 


mutiny in the supreme court, But a8: 


efforts to seek a.compromise failed 
again, there. were fears İts patience 
nılght run out. . “1 


Amid speculation .that the army 


might selze control to end the.feud, 


ı the chief of staff,. General Jehangir |. court, guarding ‘against more vio- 


Patrick Wintour, and 
Ed Vulllamy In Washington 


T HAS been hailed as the last 
great environmental battle of the 
century. Nearly 10,000 politicians, 
scieniists, business lobbyists and 
environınentalists from 100 coun- 
Iries started to gatlıer lasl werkend 
in the Japanese city of Kyoto [or a 
10«lay conference that will try lo 
agree to slow global warming, 

If successful, the conference will 
set new parameters for the 
economies of the 21st century. If, 
llke nost previous Linited Nations 
vonferences on clinıate change, ifs 
agreements are subsequently iİg- 
nored by its signatories, the world 
will go on warming and, in the 
words of the British Environment 
Minister, Michael Meacher, "we 
will have wilfully taken an incalcula- 
ble risk with our planet". 

Mr Meacher and Britain's Deputy 
Prime Minister, John Prescott, be- 
leve a deal can be reached. ln part 
this optimism is because Mir Prescott 
has invested s0 much in success, He 
has spent 10 days deploying his bltınt 
negoliating skills in Japan, Australia, 
New Zealand and [ndia in the hope of 
bridging the yap between viıslly 
differeut proposals (u cul Cur bun 
dioxide emissions by 2010, 

Close observer's such as Michal 
Grubb, director of energy and envi- 
ronment at Chatham House in Lun- 
don, the independent {hinktank, 
concecle that Kyoto conıes at the end 
of a trail of disappointing UN conler 


, nces, including the Ri Sutnunil in 


1993, and climate change vuuler- 
ences in Berlin in 1995 and (enevit 
İn 1998, Guals were repenledly stl, 
anly lo be repenlelly missed, 

Mr Grubb cincedes thal Kyulu 
4S une distinguisbing Tenlure Itt 
fives cause for opliniisti, "Phe inlet 
lun i» lo sel legally birulinyg targets 
On etnissions, I will hereforn’ out Ihe 
gal stancdlarl fran wluiclı all lune 
tgefls wil be sel, The nude! iy Ih 
Montreal Prolocul on zome (leple 
Hon, an agreeınenl thal lit worked," 
, ur once counteles will kive lu 
iullow their Protnises wilh action, or 
face legal sancîions in their own ur 
Mlernational Curis, 

The task for the Japanese clair 
اا‎ 0 tû (ind u consensus 
Onl Vastly disparate opening posi- 
Hons. The simple description i8 that 

€ European Union is the good guy 
ident Bill Clinton, head of 

€ world's biggest polluter, the 


Army waits as Pakistan rulers squabble 


Suzanne Qol 
ln lelamek, 2 denberg 


Tre three key figures of Paki 
® civil establishment were 
e on a collision course thls 

38 anı unrepentant prime min- 
n Nawaz Sharif, accused the 
با‎ dent and the chief justice of 

Mg against the people. 

: rif threat of a fight to the 
fia against his foes — the.chief 
dent Sajjad Ali Shah, and Presi- 
he Leghari — intensifles 
ا‎ Confrontation that has paralyaed. 

Palio for the past few weeks, 
betale lan neared constitutional 
: Own on Tuesday when top 
whe Suspended the'chief justice, 

refused fo accept his removal 


1 


“LU slmed a court order declaring 


رم 


Briefly 


ERMANYS president, Roman 

Herzog, launched an oblique 
altack on Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
immigration policies a day after 
Kohl killecl an allempt to give immi 
grant children born in Germany 
dual citizenship until the age of 18 
(Novenıber 22), 

Germany is the only najor West. 
ern nation that bases citizenship on 
blood lines, a situation reminiscent 
of the racial policies of the Third 
Reich. There is a relationship be- 
{ween tlıe Zionist concept of the 
Jews as "God's chosen race” and the 
National Sacialist doctrine of the 
Gernans as das Herrenvolk — (he 
master race — simply because both 
are êlitist notions, 

The Scots have always known 
that both propositions are quite ab- 
surd because they have for ever 
been "God's chosen people". Bul 
then the Scots have no (lifficulty in 
laughing at themselves. 

John N Burry, 
Adelaide, South Australia 


HEN disvussing native what 
ing, Anne Swardsun says tlial 
Russian Chukchi Inclians are “poor 
erough lo actually plan ti eat whal 
they caugln" (Nuvember 2, This 
strikes me as a very condescending , 
and ignorant aitucle lowarls native 
cullures, There dre miiny reasons 
why nalives il “Ili 
1u wt will Iucal, Du 1 
my opinion, valing wihl men i> 
belhier, more humitne jel envirultr 
menlally (rieully thin citing Tarr 
reared uit. Amul fur the must part 
il sles belter, uu. 
David Muselcy, 
Iuuuwson Creek, BC, Cunada 


HERE cerlainly was reason lur 

uuive Americans lo “Run, 
Columbus is coming" (Noventber 
10). However, if we nonnative 
Americans want lo clepict their need 
1o flue in a fanciful way, why chouseê 
the slow-moving hor'se, which Was 
not in America in 1492? Better l0 
drumatise the urgency for these 
murdered and malignecl people 0 
get out of town fnsl" by showing 


them boarding û 747 al La Guardî# 
airport. 

Donald S Waters, 

Dominguez Hills, California, USA 


HE author of the obituary O0 
Isaiah Berlin (November 16) ir 
forms us that Berlin wrote “a ma 
vellously lucid and judicious” book 
about Karl Marx that “ignored Merz 
ism and International communism 
The workings of the acadenk 
mind never cease to amazel Is it t00 
much to hope that in the fullness of 
time one of our intellectual friends 
will write a lucid and judicious 
about Jesus Christ that ignores 
Christianity and the Chrislian 
church? 
Roy Atkins, 
Sompting, West Sussex 
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Scattered from Trinidad to 
Toronto, their homes and liveli- 
hoods destroyed hy the volcano, 
members of the Montserrat dia- 
spora wonder İf {hey will ever see 
their homelaıd again. Many of 
them left Montserrat early in 1996 
at their own expense, seeking 
refuge with friends and relatives in 
other islands for what they imag- 
ined would be a few months at ntost. 
Now it seems that the UK govern- 
ınent is reluctant to accept any fllt- 
ther responsibility for their welfare, 

Presumably if they returned to 
Montserrat, the refugees could take 
advantage of Britain's soınewhat 
grudging offer of temporary resi. 
dence in the UK. However, hopes 
that the caring government of New 
Labour might show more sensitivity 
to the plight of Montserrat’ exiles 
can't have been raised by the news 
that those wlıo came to Britain but 
had nowhere to stay were to be dis- 
persed avund the country wher- 
ever there was spare local authority 
housing. Quite apart from the likeli- 
hood that availablity of local author- 
ity housing shows a strong negative 
correlation with availability of jobs, 
the prospect of life in an alien larıcl 
isolated fron one's compatriols 
hardly sounds cheering, 

It is high time the UK govern- 
ment made it clear, by clecds and not 
just words, that il recognises its re- 
sponsibility fûr all Montserratians, 
as individuals aııcl as a xociely. Other 
wise, thousands will continue tv «rift 
(front couuiry lb country, leaving H4 
trail uf (lisillusioumvnl and bille 
ness, And when the eruption is finally 
uve, the lask of rebuillingg Monte 
serralinn sociuly will nol be male 
easier by the return of a lispurale 
assortntent of resentful misfits. 
Barbara Welch. 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 


Driven by 
consumption 


NOTHER way lo look at the 

United States — 5 per cent of 
the world's population, consuning 
33 per cent of the world's resources 
and generating 25 per cent of the 
carbon dioxide — iş that it is clolng 
a very good thing indeed İn the col- 
text of the world's economy, which 
is wholly dependent on the purclas- 
ing capacity of the US consumer. 

Which country or economic 
grouping is prepared to accept a 20 
per cent or 40 per cent or even 60 
per cenit reduction in exporta to, the 
US? How effective would the World 
Bank, the International Monetary 
Fund or the plethora of interna- 
tional aid programmes be without 
access to the financial support of 
the US? 1 

In order to stop excessive con- 
sumption and excess waste genera- 
ton, the golden goose must be 
throttled. But a dead goose cannot 
lay golden eggs. When times get 
tough in the İnternational markets 
just reduce your prices and dump 
product on the US consumer. That 
is what the European Union and 
Japan do, and have done, and what 
the wounded tigers of the Pacific 
rim hope to (do now. 

‘The only proven economic model 
that will dranıatically reduce re- 
source consumption, which will 
effectively curtail pollution, is a 
worldwitle, deep, deep economic, 
deptession, with its attendant social 
dislocations, 

Wound the US consumer, and we, 
may all end up with our ecoûomic 
throats cut. 
Richard Boisvert, . 


Marlboro, New Hampshire, 


USA 


Smoking out 
advertising 


F COURSE the tobacco indus- 

try’s sponsorship of Formula 
One motor racing materially in- 
creases consumption —~ why else 
would they pour millions into the 
sport (Antltobacco drive stalls on 
the grid. November 16)? Of course 
Formula One would continue with 
other sponsors — other sports have 
ditched the cigarette companies and 
survived. Unfortunately the driving 
force here is the greed and self 
interest of team owners, drivers 
and, in particular, Bernie Eccle- 
stone ancl Max Mosley. 

We know tobacco kills, therefore 
large amounts of money are being 
made out of killing Formula One's 
spectators. Rather than bringing a 
team's management to rial for neg- 
ligently killing one of their drivers, 
perhaps all teanıs sponsored by 
tobacco companies should be in- 
dicted for the premeditated killing 
oftheir cııstomers? 

How can the retention of eco- 
nomic benefit in Britain be justified, 
knowing It will cost lives? One 
wonders how this sits with Prime 
Minister Blair's much publicised 
Christian ethics, especially at a time 
when smoking among young adults 
iş on the increase in the UK? 

Stuart Mackenzie, 
Woodend, Victoria, Australia 


FTER reading Clare Lmmigg's 

report “Ban on public smoking 
urged” (October 20), I just hacl to 
write dıl implore you not (o turn 
Britain into a replica ûf the snıall- 
ninded, soft-core Gestapo state that 
we increasingly contend with here 
in the Unitecl States. 

Our "nanny" government decrees 
that even in mammoth skyscrapers, 
sınokers are nût given one taom ih 
which to puff away bul must huddle 
outsidle in the elements, 

Still, snıoking seems to be on the 
increase as a "rebellious" activity, es- 
pecially among young teenagers, ancl 
a whole new phenomenon, upscale 
cigar bars, have come İn to vogue. 

To say nothing of the irony tlıat in 
the midst of all this alarm, putatively 
over the purity of the air, the US 
continues, as your November 2 
issue so assiduously outlined, ta 
produce more and more of the 
greenhouse gases that could spell 
the demise of the entire planet, Yet 
there's not even a hint of a cam- 
paign to discourage auto emissions 
or encourage alternatives, 

Sally Jur, 
Westbury, New York, USA 


Trouble over 
Montserrat 


HE disgraceful conditions en- 

dured by many of the 4,000 
diehards unwilling or unable to 
leave the volcano-stricken island of 
Montserrat have received a good 
deal of media attention İn recent 
months; but not much concern has 
been shown for the 7,000 exiles 
driven out soon after the eruption 
began (Britain blamed for volcano 
‘fiasco’, November 9), Have they 
ceased to be Britain's responsibility? 

Montserrat was a close-knit com- 
munity; its citizens had a strong and 
distinct identity. Their island had 
few resources except its natural 
beauty, but Its people had invested 
their savings İn building up the local 
economy, and now they have lost 
everything. 


Anglophone regimes. And was 
France — or Belglum — really 
Mobutu's largesl sponsor? 

The “imaginary empire" of 
Francoplonia no doubt has its 
ridiculous aspects, as does the Com- 
ntonwealth. The main difference be- 
tween the imperialism of French and 
that of English is that the former İs 
openly, often clumsily, supported by 
a government, wlıereas the other is 
carried by the market, which, as we 
all know, is miraculous and godly, 

Finally, Ulıe coınparison between 
the protectionist attiude in French 
and the laissezfalre approach in 
(especially non-Britisl) English is a 
trifle disingenuous, English, with its 
huge intake of ronıance words, is 
probably unique, making it a hybrid 
language. Aa the lınguage of Holly- 
woaûd, soap operas, computers and 
airports, it is indeed loud, But is it 
that loud? 

Philippe Hunt, 
Brussels, Belginnl 


OQOHN RYLE'S bemused regard 

of the “imaginary enpire of 
Francophouia" seems to this expa- 
trinle Canatlian the sort of indul- 
gence İn Anglo-Saxon smugness 
that must make the French govern 
ment's encouragemeul of Quchec's 
ruımdezvous with destiny all the 
more templing. 

The opportunity to foster, on tlie 
ımîllennial eve, the independence of 
u fiercely proud Francophone 
nation in the heartland of the 
empire lost two centuries ago by 
whim of history — what a glorious 
nosethumbing it would be! Wlıat a 
bloody blow against English con 
nion sense! 

Fraser Thorburn, 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
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Not perfectly frank 
about Francophonia 


OHN RYLE says that the posl 

tion of French ig even worse İn 
Cambodia than in Vielnam (Lost for 
words in Francophonia, Novembêr 
23). As someone who has spent a 
few years in Cambodia, and has 
travelled in the region, I find that 
very hard to believe. 

1 wonder if Mr Ryle was able to 
spare the lime to attcmpt an Englislı 
couversalion with students, how- 
ever advanced, or irdeed teachers 
from the English language schools? 
1 have over the years known several 
of thent. Snme of hem were mar- 
ginally comprehensible when they 
spoke English, not at all when they 
wrale il. As 1 dont know much 
Khmer’ al all, lhe only solution was 
sometimes to ask them lo repeal in 
French what they hadl just said in 
"English", 

There is uo (loubt that English is 
popular, as are a few Asian Jan- 
guugcs. They are all popular for one 
rvason: Cambodia (and especially 
is youtly İs iye the grip of a gel-rich- 
quick mentalily. English, Thai or 
Chinese, coınputer skills, powerful 
relatives and firearms nare among 
the touls one may find useful in that 
pursuit, In Ihis context, French 
har'clly stands a chance. Neither (lo 
the sciences, (he arts or philosaphy, 
il is misleading to xay thal 
the Tulsis naw in power in Rwaıdla 
speak English: tey simply spent 
ıkilny years irl exile in Ugantlg, but 
auy who wer at all educaled also 
speak French, The French gover 
ment was stupid not to switch allc- 
glances at the right time, as lhe 
United States so skiluly did in 
ncighbuuring Zaire, There is no 
dnubt that the previous regînıes in 
bith countries were appalling, bul 
here are already serious questions 
being asked about the new, pro- 
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The Week 


N the biggest campus protests 
since 1968, some 40,000 
German students converged on 
Bonn to vent their frustratlon 
with the under-funcing and 
chronic overcrowding of a 
worsening university system, 
Washington Post, paga 16 


RIME Minister Bill Skates 

coalition in Papua New Guin- 
ea is on the verge of collepse 
amid allegations that he ordered 
a killing and authorised bribes. 


FRENCH judge ordered the 

trial of Maurice Papon, aged 
87, ta resume this wcek after 
hearing medical evidence that 
the accused Nazi collaborntor 
would be well enough to appear 
in court. 


OONSHINE vodka claimed 

43,000 lives this year and 
remaina orte of Russia's biggeat 
killers despite a crackdown on 
illegal distlllera, a Russian offi- 
cial admitted. 


RAN’S supreme lender, Aya- 

tollah Ali Khamenei, urged 
that an influential opponent, 
Grand Ayatollah Hussein Ali 
Montazeri, sland trial for brvason. 


HE bitter clivurce battle in 

Suuth Africa between Earl 
Spencer, Princens Dinnia's 
brother, and his wife ended 
dramatically when they suddenly 


announced thal they hcl 
runched u sctlement. 


HE South Korcun govern- 
ment and the [MIF were 
locker in talks over a reported 
multi-billion dollar rescue plan 
to tacklo the economic crisis. 
Curmnment, page 12 
Washington Post, page 15 


N ambitious $4 ınillion TV 

serinlisution of Salmass 
Ruslıdic’s bouk Midnight's : 
Children is to be ahıclved by the 


BBC after the Sri Lankan yov- 
ernment withdrew permission 
for the flim ta he made there, 
T HE jazz violiniat Stephane 
Grappell has died aged 89. 
OQObktuary, page 27 
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Safina party 


PHOTO: ALESSANDPO ABBONLIO 


Mr Gujral's government was the 
third siuce inonclusivc general elec: 
tuns in Apıîl acl May last yeiır. None 
of mtlia's poliival leaders had wanled 
elections, and Mr Kesrî's ınove wils 
seen as fhe result of briinknauship 
tht galloped beyond the control of 
the oclogenauîan leader. 

A showdown between the Con- 
gress anl the Unilécl Front had been 
cxpecled Tor duys dflr Mr Kesr de 
manded Ih Mr Gujral expel û 
‘Tauiil party from hîs coalition, 

A judiclal inquiry lind implicanled 
the Dravida Munnctra Kazagham in 
the assassination of the former 
prime minister, Rajiv Gauthi, by a 
Tuniil Tiger suicide bomber six 
Yuurs Ago. Leaclers of (hû Conmuss 
and other political parties were also 
inplivatetl, but Mr Keri has focused 
cxelusively ort the Tawil |xırly's role, 

Indian ıewspapers rouudlel on 

Ihe Cungress for bringing flown the 
sevoıkl govcrnment his year, ac- 
cusltyg Mr Kesrî ol at Ovorwec Hin 
ambition (o become prime minister’ 
at the expense uf a couuıttry Ihat canı 
ill afford the cost of elections. In the 
meantine, government cae to o 
halt, legislation was slalled and the 
rupee plunged agalnıst the dollar, 
@ Sixty people were shot dead by an 
armel gang of 250 in an outbreak of 
caste violence İn the eastern state of 
Bihar on Monday, police saicl. 


lence after leaders of the ruling party 
led a ranıpage through the court last 
week, sending judges Into flight and 
forcing the halt of the trial. of the 
prime minister for canterapt of court. 

Wille ‘the differences between: 
Mr Sharif and Mir Shah. arose over 


the appointment of judges to the. |: 


supreme court, the conflict has de- 
generated into a. peraongl feud, 


. fuelled by the resurrection of cor |' 
ı ruption charges against the prime | 
' minister, and the suspension of laws 

` enacted by his government. E 


Mr . Sharif accused . President. 


government: which' won a huge 
mandate in elections last February.. 
“I! was not elected. to fight! legal 
cases, The people voted for me to 
` revive the. economy, to restore law. 


and. order.and. to end corruption," 


. he sald. : 


Khelef Khalifa of the oppoaltior 
leave the office of Kenya's attorney-general last week after the party 
was registered following repeated rejections 


HEE 


Richard Leakey (left) and 


India’s coalition falls as 
Congress pulls the plug 


NDIA'S prime ninister, I K Gujral, 

slepped down last week alter the 
Congress party carried out ils threat 
1o witlnlraw support from his govern- 
ing coalilion and stake its own claim 
lo power! wrilcs Suaamne Goldenberg. 

“We have withdrawn support to 
the. , , government under Î K Gujral, 
We have conmunicated this to the 
presiclent.” the Congress leader, 
Sitaram Keeri, sail, His annuunce- 
ment, presagînyg he end of Mr Cue 
jral's seven-munll-oll government, 
had beeu expected, Althaugh the 
Congress was not a member of the 
coalition, its support gave the Unilcd 
Front a miajurily in parliament, 

Mir Kesıî saticl (he Congress woulcl 
seek Lo form û government, burt the 
nuve svens Hıur'c likely lo resul in 
fresh elections, expected in Febru 
ary, Tov riglilwing Hintlu nutionalisl 
Bliarutiya Jinula Purly also slaked lls 
clint to form it government, Tle BJ 
which has only hell power once — 
fur just L4 dnys i RIG {ircalens 1 
stir Up binloric antagonisms belween 
Hindus ad Muslims. 

Mr Gujral met the presiclenl, K R 
Narayanûn, after announcing that 
he would ufter his resiguatiun: But 
he arrived armecl with written as- 
surance» from the 15 regional and 
leftwing parties in his United Front 
that they would not support a 
Congress-led government, 


Army waits as Pakistan rulers squabble 


Karamat, held emergency talks with 
President Leghari. . 

After a weekend during which 
the three protagonists in the consti: 
tutional feud traded angry letters in, 
the capital Islamabad, the army. 

— the prevailing power 
in Pakistan -— was cioseted. in. a 
meeting at its headquarters ' in 
neighbouring Rawalpindi. : . ı' 
'. Although tbe military has histori 


ernment, the ,army chief has. now. 
been cast as an unlikely arbiter. in. 
the constitutional crisls. that may. 
lead to the removal of the chief jus- 
. |: tice, the president, or even Mr. 
| Sharif, A E E 
Rolls of barbed wire ard police in 
mot gear surrounded the supreme 
court, guarding: against more Yio-: 


Last chance to slow 
down Earth’s heating 


weak bad guy unable to stand up to 
his domestic lobby. The truth is 
more complex, 

Certainly, in March, led by Ger- 
many and Britain's then enviran- 
ment secretary, Johı Gummer, the 
EU agreed to propose a 15 per cent 
cut by 2010, althouglı within the EU 
sone countries, such as Portugal, 
will be permitted to increase emis- 
sions by 40 per cenl, The Unitedl 
States is responsible for 25 per cent 
ûf world emissions. Mr Clinton has 
offered to cut entissions to 1990 lev- 
els by 2008-2012, in effect an admis- 
sion that the US made pronıises at 
Rio that it has (ailed to keep. 

Nevertheless, stabilisation would 
involve big changes in the US, since 
its population is rising fast and, with- 
out a change in policy, emissions 
are due to rise by as nuuch as 30 per 
cent. 

‘There are worse offenders than 
the US, Australia, with 80 per cent of 
its exports — especially coal — con- 
tributing to global warning in sone 
way, says it should be allowed to in- 
crease emissions by as much as 
Portugal. Partly because of pres 
sure from Mr Prescott, this has now 
been scaled down to an 18 per cent 
increase to 2010, 

Japan, na host nation, is desperate 
fur a deal and is lookinyg for a cut of 
arûun(l 2.5 per cent, with exceptions 
fur countries with higlı population 
xrowlh and low per capila emission 
increnses, 

The big task is to find a means of 
bridging the gap belwcen tht EU 
andl tle US. The EU looks (le must 
likely to blirık first. lt is alrc¢ady 
reporteclly scaling the propused 
worllwide cu fron 15 lu 10 per 
cent, while Germany i» backing 
plans lu allow the US to inipleınent ils 
entissions cuts Mexibly. This would 
allow the US {o gain extrri lime from 
cuuultles that have nache progress, 

The US also wuts "joint imple 
menlalion", in which a ceıntry wilh 
atlvancedl tfrehnuolugy works lo brink 
clown grecnhoune gas cmixslors in 
il less developed cuıntry nl claipts 
et recluction ax pawl of its uwu 
trifel, 

The US also wants developing 
countries such as Indin, Brazil antl 
China ta be reguirecl {u sut Lnrgets 
at Kyoto. Earlicr thin year, the US 
Senate passed a resolulion by 95-0 
saying İt could not ratify any treaty 
that recluced its own 1argets until 
the developing countries agreed to 
cut their emissions. —~ The Obserper 


it void, It was hot known what 
authority the order had. 

A 10judge bench of dissident 
Supreme Court judges sald it 
upheld petitions challenging Mr 
Shah's position on the technicality 
that he was: not the most serior 
judge in, the. country when he was 
appointed in 1994.  . 1 

. The army, which has ruled Paki- 


stan for. half. of' its 0 , years,. | 
, | cally been the enemy of elected gov- |: 
` Leghari and Mr Shah of colluding to. 
` obstruct parliament and. unseat his. 


remained a silent. spectator in the 
latest in a: series of constitutional 
clashes. that have prompfed. .4 


: mutiny in the supreme court. But as 


efforts to seek a.conıpromlse falled 
again, there were fears its patience 
mightrun out, . . : is 


. Amid speculatlon that: the army : 


might seize control .to end the feud, 
the chief of staff,. General Jehangir 


Suspended the chief justice, 


Patrlck Wintour, and 
Ed Vulllamy In Washington 


T HAS been hailed as the last 

great environmental battle of the 

century. Nearly {0,000 politicians, 
scientists, business lobbyists and 
environmentalists fron 1600 cou 
tries started to gather last weekend 
in the Japanese city of Kyoto for a 
10day conference, that will {ry tu 
agree to Slow global warming. 

If successful, the conference will 
sel new parameters for tlic 
ceonomies of the 21st century. If, 
llke most previous United Nations 
carferenceg on climate change, its 
agreements are subsequently İg- 
nored by its signatories, the world 
will go on warming and, in the 
words of the British Environment 
Minister, Michael Meacher, “we 
will have wilfully taken an incalcula- 
ble risk with our planet", 

Mr Meacher and Britain's Deputy 
Prime Mirister, John Prescott, be- 
leve a deal can be reached. In part 
this optimism iş because Mr Prescoll 
has invested s0 much in success. He 
has spent 10 days deploying his blunt 
negotiating skills in Japan, Australia, 
New Zealand and [ndia İn the hope of 
bridging the gup between vitstly 
different proposals {o uu carbon 
dioxide emissions by 2010, 

Close observers such as Michal 
Grubb, director of energy ancl envi- 
ronulent at Chathaın House in Lun- 


don, the indepeudeul think-tank, 
¦ | Soncele that Kyoto curnes at the end 
! of a (rail of disappointing UN confer 
ences, including the Riu Surnuit in 
I92, and climale chumge curler 
euces İn Berlin in 1905 and Genuviı 
İn 19J6. Goals wen: repenludly sel, 
only lo be repeatedly missed, 

Mr Grubb cuncedes Lhat Kyoto 
has one distinguishing Tealurv Lal 
j Bives cause for' oplinuisnı. "Fhe inletn- 
on is lo set legally biling larguls 
j Menlsslons, E wil therefore sef Ue 
lagal standard from which all Itu 
targets will be sti, Fhe modu! is Ihe 
Montrval prulocol on ozone (leple 
un, an agreement hal ls worked." 

ur OE Cuouuulties will liwe tu 
lollow their prornises wilh action, or 
face legal sanctions im their own ur 
International coutr'ls, 

The ask for the Japanese cla 
man will be to fd a consuısuis 
Irom Yaslly disparate opening posi- 
E 0 description is that 

pean Union is the goud 
and President Bilj Clinton head of 
World's biggest polluter, the 


Suzanne dol 
in lelamat enber 


HE three key figures of Paki- 
1 rh civil establishment were 
e On R collision course this 
ا‎ a3 an unrepentant prime min- 
ا‎ a accused the 
lent anı chief justice of 
piing against the people. 
ni Sharif's threat of a fight to the 
ute, isl ble ees — the chief 
0 Farooq Legharl — emai 
he Confrontation that hag paralysed 
iY for the past few weeks, 
i neared constitutional 
jio on Tuesday when. top 
Tefused to accept his removal 
: 3lened a court order declaring 
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Briefly 


ERMANYS president, Roman 

Herzog, launched an oblique 
attack on Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
inmigration policies a day after 
Kohl killed an attentpt to give immi- 
grant children born in Germany 
dual citizenship until the age of 18 
{November 23). 

Germany is the only major West 
ern nation that bases citizenship on 
blood lines, a situation reminiscent 
of the racial policies of tlre Third 
Reich. There is a relationship be 
tween the Zionist concept of the 
Jews as "God's chosen race” and the 
National Socialist doctrine of the 
Germans as das Herrenvolk — the 
miaster race — simply because both 
are élitist notions. 

The Scots lave always known 
that both propositions are quite ab- 
surd because they have for ever 
been “Gocl's chosen people", Bul 
then the Scots have no difficulty İn 
laughing at themselves, 

John N Burry, 
Adelaide, Sonth Australia 


HEN discussing native whal 

ing, Anne Swûrdsun says that 
Russian Chukchi Indians are "poor 
enough 1o actunlly plan to eal wliat 
they caught" (November 2). Tliis 
strikes me is a very colesvending 
une ignorant atlituıcle towarls nalive 
vulures, Ther dre mitny rasol j 
۷ ives itl nun-nalives chuuse 
lo eal will meal, beyond puverly. lı 
my opinion, euligg wilkl meat i j 
beallhiet, ore umiune sd viru 
muutally Triundly an eatig firi 
retell mert. And for’ Ihe must parl 
it lvles betlur, loo, 
David Musclcy, 
Dawson Creek, BC, Canada 


HERE certainly was reason for 

nalive Anıericnns to “Rul 
Columbus is coming" (November 
16). However, If we nmouvmative 
Americans wanl lu depict their need 
10 Jee in a Janciful way, wlıy choose 
the slow-moving horse, wliich WAS 
nol İn America in 1492? Better (O 
cramalise {he urgency Kor these 
murrlered and maligned people “O 
gel oul of town fast" by showing 
them boarding 4 747 at La Guardis 
airport, 
Dauald S Waters. 
Dominguez Hills, California, USA 


HE author of the obituary 0% 
Isaiah Berlin (November 16) ir 
forms us that Berlin wrote 4 mar 
velously lucld and judicious 
about Karl Marx that "ignored Mar 
ism and international communis ' 
The workings of the academic 
mind never cease to amaze! Js it t00 
much to hope that in the fullness 
time one of our intellectual frends 
will wrîte a lucid and judicious 
about Jesus Christ that ignores 
Christianity and the Christian 
church? 
Roy Atkins, 
Sompting, West Sussex 


TheGuardian 


Weekly 


December 7, 1997 Vol.157 No23 


Copyright © 1997 by Guardlan Pubes? 
Ud., 118 Fı Rad, Lordon, 
United Kingdom. All fights 


Canada; £83 Rest of Warldl 1 
Latters to he Editör and other editorlal 


corraspandence ta: The Gisrdlan E. 
75 Faringdon Road, London ECM 


Faxe 44-171-242-0985 UK: 017 1-242 
e-mall: weeklyaguardlan.co, Uk 


Scattered from Trinidad to 
Toronto, their hones and Jliveli- 
hoods destroyed by the volcano, 
members of the Montserrat dlia- 
spora wonder if they will ever see 
their homeland again. Many of 
them left Montserrat early in 1996 
at their own expense, seeking 
refuge with friends and relatives in 
other islands for wlıat they imag- 
ined would be a few months at most, 
Now it seems that the UK govern- 
ment İs reluctant to accept any fur- 
ther responsibility for their welfare. 

Presumably if they returned to 
Montserrat, the refugees could take 
advantage of Britain's sontewhat 
grudging offer of temporary resi- 
dence in the UK. However, lıopes 
that the caring government of New 
Labour might show more sensitivity 
to the plight of Montserrat's exiles 
can't have been raised by the news 
that those who came to Britain but 
hıad nowhere to stay were to be dis- 
persecl around the country wher- 
ever there was spare local authority 
housing. Quite apart from the likeli- 
hood that availability of local author- 
ity housing shows a strong negative 
correlation with availabillty of jobs, 
the prospect of life in an alien land 
isolated from opve's compatriots 
hardly sounds cheering. 

It is high time the UK govern- 
mıent made it clear, by deecls ancl not 
just words, that it recognises its I'c- 
sponsibility for all Montserralinns, 
as inclividuals ancl as a sociely. Other 
wise, thousands will continue lo clrifl 
from country lo counlry, leAving il 
trail of clisilusionment and bitler- 
ness. And when (he eruption is imslly 
over, lhe lask of rebuilding Monte 
serratian sovicly will nul be male 
easier by Ihe relurn of a (lispirale 
asROrtment of resenlful misfits. 


Barbara Welch, 
Montreal, Qucbec, Canada 


Driven by 
consumption 


NOTHER way to look at Ihe 
United States — 5 per cent of 
the world's population, consuming 
33 per cent of the world's resources 
and generating 25 per cent of the 
carbon dioxide — is that it is doing 
a very good thing Indeed in the coıı- 
text of the world's economy, which 
is wholly dependent on the purchas- 
ing capacity of the US consumer. 

Which country or economic 
grouping is prepared to accept a 20 
per cent or 40 per cent or even 6Û 
per cent reduction in exports to the 
US? How effective would the World 
Bank, the International Monetary 
Fund or the plethora of interma- 
tional aid programmes be without 
access to the financial support lof 
the US? 1 

In order to stop excesslyve con- 
sumption and excess waste genera- 
ton, the golden goose must be 
throttled. But a dead goose cannot 
lay golden egga. When times get 
tough in the international markets 
just reduce your prices and dump 
product on the US consumer. That 
is what the European Union and 
Japan do, and have done, and what 
the wounded tigers of the Pacific 
rim hope to do now. 

‘The only proven economic model 
that will dramatically reduce ‘re- 
source consumption, which will 
effectively curtail pollutlon, is a 
worldwide, deep, deep economic 
depression, with its attendant sacial 
dislocations, e 

Wound the US consumer, and we 
may all end up with our economic 
throats cut. O 
Richard Boisvert, 
Marlboro, New Hampshire, USA 


» 


Smoking out 
advertising 


F COURSE the tobacco İindua- 

try's sponsorship of Formula 
One motor racing materially in- 
creases consumption — why else 
would they pour millions into the 
sport (Antiobacco drive stalls on 
the grid, November 16)? Of course 
Formula One would continue with 
other sponsors — other’ sports have 
ditched the cigarette companies and 
survived. Unfortunately the driving 
force here is the greed and self 
interest of team owners, drivers 
and, in particular, Bernie Eccle- 
stone and Max Mosley. 

We know tobacco kilts, therefore 
large amounts of money are being 
made out of killing Formula One's 
spectators, Rather than bringing a 
team's management to trial for neg- 
ligenty killing one of their drivers, 
perhaps all teanıs sponsored by 
tobacco companies should be in- 
dicted for the premeditated killing 
oftheir customers? 

How can the retention of eca- 
nomic benefit in Britain be justified, 
knowing it will cogil lives? One 
wonders how this sits with Prime 
Minister Blair's much publicised 
Christian etlıics, especlally at a time 
when smoking among young adulls 
is on the inerease in the UK? 

Stuart Mackenzie, 
Woodend, Victoria, Australia 


FTER readling Clare Longvigg's 
report "Ban on public smoking 
urged" (October 25), Î just hacl to 
wrile ancl implore you not ta lurn 


Britain into a replica of the small- 
minded, softcore Gestapo state that 
we increasingly contend with here 
inthe United States. 

Qur “nanny” government (lecrees 
that even in mammoth skyscrapers, 
smokers are not given one room in 
which to puff away but must huddle 
outside in the elements, 

SUll, snıoking seems to be oıı the 
increase as a “rebellious activily, es- 
pecially among young teenagers, and 
a whole new phenomenon, upscale 
cigar bars, have came İn to vogue, 

To say nothing of the irony that in 
the midst of all this alarm, putatively 
over the purity of the air, the US 
continues, as your November 2 
issue so assiduously outlined, to 
produce more and more of the 
greenhouse gases that could spell 
the demise of the entire planet. Yet 
there's not even a hint of a cam- 
paign to discourage auto emissions 
or encourage alternatives, 

Sally Jurb, 
Westbury, New York, USA 


Trouble over 
Montserrat 


HE disgraceful conditions en- 

dured by many of the 4,000 
diehards unwilling or unable to 
leave the volcanc-stricken island of 
Montserrat have received a good 
deal of media altention in recent 
months; but not much concern has 
been shown for the 7,000 exiles 
driven out soon after the eruption 
began (Britain blamed for volcano 
‘fiasco’, Noveniber 9). Have they 
ceased to be Brttain's responsibility? 

Montserrat was a close-knit coni- 
ınunity; its citizens had a strong andl 
distinct identity. Their island had 
few resources except its natural 
beauty, but its people had invested 
their savings in building up the local 
economy, and now they’ have lost 
everything. . : 


2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Not perfectly frank 


about Francophonia 


Anglophone regimes. And was 
France — or Belgium — really 
Mobutu’s largest sponsor? 

The “imaginary empire" of 
Francophonia no doubt has its 
ridiculous aspects, as does the Con 
monwealth, The malin difference be- 
tween the imperialisn of French and 
tlhıat of English is that the former is 
openly, often clumsily, supported by 
a government, wlıereas the other is 
carried by the nıarket, which, as we 
all know, is miraculous and godly. 

Finally, the comparison between 
the protectionist attitude in French 
and the laissezfale approach in 
(especially non-British) Engllsh is a 
trifle disingenuous. Englist, with its 
huge intake of romance words, is 
probably unique. making it a hybrid 
language, As the language of Flolly- 
wood, soap operas, computers and 
airports, İt is indeedl loııd. But is it 
that loud? 

Philippe Hunt, 
Brussels, Belgiun 


OHN RYLE'S benused regard 

of the “inaginary empire of 
Francophonia" seenıs to this expa- 
triate Canadian the sort of indul- 
gence in Anglo-Saxon suugness 
thai must make the Frenclı govern- 
ments cencouragemenl of Quebec's 
renclezvous with «lesliny all the 
more teMplinEg. 

The opporltunily to foster, on tlie 
millenıuial eve, the indeperıderıce of 
a fiercely proud Francophone 
nation in the heartland of the 
empire lost two cenluries ago by 
whint of history — what a glorious 
nose1thumbing ît would be! What a 
bloocly blow against English coınm- 
nion sense! 

Fraser Thorburn, 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
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OHN RYLE saye that the posi- 

tion of French is even worse in 
Cambodia thar in Yitinam {Lost for 
words in Frarcophonia, November 
23). As someone who has spent 4 
few years in Cambodia, and has 
travelled in the region, I find that 
very hard to believe. 

I wonder if Mr Ryle wae able to 
spere the time to atempt an English 
conversation with students, how- 
ever advanced, or indeed teachers 
from the English language schools? 
I have over the years known several 
of them. Some of them were mar- 
ginally comprehensible when (hey 
spnke English, not at all wiıcn they 
wrute il. As 1 dont know much 
Khmer at all, the only solhion was 
xnmelimes to ask them to repeat in 
French what they had just said in 
*Fugllsir, 

"Ihere is no doubt that English is 
popular, ns are a ftw Asian lan- 
#uages. They are all poputar for one 
reason: Cambodia (and especially 
its youth) is in the grip of a get-rich: 
quick amentality. English, Thai or 
Chinese, computer skills, powerful 
relatives and firearms are antong 
the tools one may find useful in {hat 
pursuit. In this eontexl, French 
hardly stands a chance. Neither do 
the sciences, the arts or philosophy. 

Also, it is misleading to say thal 
ıhe ‘Futsis now in power in Rwantla 
speak English! Ihey simply spent 
ımany years in exile iı Ugancla, but 
ûny wlio were at all clucated also 
speak French. The French govern 
ment was slupicl not to switelı alle 
gianccs at the right tine, as the 
United Sines so akillully did in 
nuighbouring Zaire. There is no 
doubt hat lhe previous reginıes il 
both counties were appalling, but 
lhere are alrcady serious questions 
being asked about (he new, pro- 
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was tightly run, making the best of | 
what few resources it had. The 
crops were always planted on time, | : 
and the civil service was more cffi- | ' 
cient than in most African states. ا‎ 
Yet such support had meant turn- | | 
ing a blind eye to police state 1 
repression, the denial of press fret- | 
dom arıd Banda’s shameless accu- 
mulation of private wealth. 1 
The achievements of Banda in ۴ 
the first two-thirds of his tife were 
extraordinary. But the cruelty and 1: 
excesses of the final third have put 
him, in the crowded pantheon of 
African tyrants, not so very far 1 
behind Idi Amin. 


Richard Hail 


Hastings Kamuzu Banda, born May 
14, 1906 (official date); alad 
November 25, 1997 


Malawinns — out of a total populn- 
tion of 8 million — had beerı in de- 
tention at one time or another. The 
bodies of many disappeared into the 
Shire river after interrogation, Sev- 
eral ministers who had angered 
Banda were killed in "car crashes”. 
Finally, pressure from both inside 
and outside the country led to a ref- 
erendum in 1993, when Malawi 
voted handsanıely for multi-party 
democracy. When Banda was de- 
feated in the country's first demo- 
cratic elections, he faced a murder 
trial, charged with the 1983 killings 
of three cabinet ministers and an 
MP After an eight-month trial, 
Barıda, who had been ruled too frail 
to appear in court, was acquitted. 
For niany years. Banda had had 
his supporters outside Malawi. The 
most vocal were rightwing econo- 
nists who argued that the country 


From doctor to dictator 


were (lismissed on the spurious 
grounds that they were secretly tak- 
ing funds from Comnıunist China. 

The whites in Malawi — settlers 
and civil servants alike — were all 
behind the tittle doctor in a dark 
three-piece suit and homburg hat. 
And, by 1967, his opponents had 
been killed or driven into exile. 

By 1971, when Banda became life 
president, his grip was absolute, He 
declared opponents were to be 
made “meat for the crocodiles" and 
he let it be known that he was to be 
called “Ngwazi" — the Conqueror. 
He promised that detainees would be 
kept in detention “until they rotted". 

In fact, it has been estimated that 
fron 1970 to 1990 a total of 250,000 
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Banda spent more than a year in 
prison, but the Foreign Secretary, 
Iain Macleod, eventually decided 
that Harold Macmillan's famous 
"wind of change” was a hurricane 
too strong to be resisted, 

Banda and his “boys”, as he liked 
to call them, were freed, and Welen- 
skys federation was condenıned. 
Malawi became independent in July 
1964. Within weeks Banda was 
locked in a power struggle with his 
cabinet, A main cause of the divi- 
sions was his hitherto unsuspected 
conservatism — his wish for 
Malawî to forge friendships with 
South Africa and Portugal, which 
still occupied neighbouring Mozam- 
bique, All but three of the cabinet 
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OBITUARY 
Hastings Banda 


HE Church of Scotland must 

be glad that its links with 

former President Hastings 
Kamuzu Banda of Malawi, who has 
died in his 90s, were severed some 
time ago. There will be no need for 
undue expressions of regret at the 
passing of this erstwhile “lapsed” 
elder of the kirk, the modest doctor 
metamorphosed by power into a dic- 
tator, who ruled his one-party state 
through terror and bloodshed for 
1hree decades until ousted in 1994. 

Yet there is rı0 gainsaying his 
Scottish connections, In what was 
ihen Nyasaland, he was given his 
early education by the Presbyteri- 
ans at the Livingstonia mission, 
named after the Scottish explorer; 
he completed his medical studies at 
Glasgow and Edinburgh universi- 
ties; he always favoured Scots for 
educational posts in Malawi; and 
among his proudest moments was 
being at Balmoral with the Queen 
during a state visit to Britain. 

The Malawian hagiographies say 
Banda was born in 1906, But 1902 
or 1898 are more likely, His mother 
was a servant for the Scottish ınis- 
sionaries in Kasungu, where he was 
born, but he was always relicentl 
about his fatlrer. 

After a few years of education lıe 
sel off un foot towards Rhodesia ancl 
South Africa to seek his fortune. 
The young Banda worked for I0 
Jars in the South African gold 
imines. At night he studied. By 1925 
he had saved enough nıoney to buy 
r e to the Unitecl 

ates, to take up a scholarship nt 
ihe Wilberforce Institute in Olio. 
From there he went to Chicago ımi- 
Yersity, then to a medicat college in 
Nashville, Tennessee, where he 
qualified as a doctor in 1937. 

His next stop was, inevitably, 
Scotland. To practise medicine in 
Britain he ncecled yet more qualifi- 
ka which he gained in Edin- 
٤ rgh. On Sundays he attended the 

anongate kirk, where they were so 
canted with the small, soberly 

Tessed black cloctor thal he was 
s0on elevatecl to be an eller. 

During the second world war 

a went into general tic 
first in Northumberland, hern i 
West and finally in Paddington, 


African politics weڊ‎ looming 
larger in hig life, n 1946 he hid 
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PM threatens 
Aboriginal 
land rights 


Christopher Zinn in Sydney 


USTRALIAS prime minister, 

John Howard, refused to back 
down or compromise on his tough 
atand against Aboriginal land rights 
last weekend, raising fears that he 
could call a snap general election on 
racial lines. In his first televised ad 
dress to the nation Mir Howard 
pleaded for’ a swift political resolution 
of the fiery argument aver extending 
native land tenure to the vast grazing 
properties of the outback. 

But Aboriginal leaders said his 
Liberal-National party coalition de 
served to be thrown out of office fil 
decided to go to the country on the 
divisive issue of race. 

The prime minister made his sur- 
prise speech in a bid to regairt can 
trol of the Jebale which, a year after 
a controversial (lecision by the High 
Court in Canberra, entered a crucial j 
phase this week with a key bill be 
fore {he senale. 

Feelings are running high. Aborig- 
inals sny Mr Howard's Native Tile 
Amendment Bill — which seeks to 
give farmers anl miners grealer 
seeurily from land claims — could , 
derail fhe process of reconwilialion j 
between black aul white Australians. 1 

‘The goverununt has warned thal 
unless {he complex issue — which 
polls show most Australians (lo nut 
understiınd —— ix clarifîetl, even slr 
urban homes with freehold title 
vaukl be liable to claims. 

The last such prime nıinisterial 
address was given by Paul Keating 
four years ago, just before parla’ i 
ment passed the historic Mabo bill 
recognising native title for (he first 
time. 

The new form of tenure emerged 
when ihe court threw out the legal 
docirine of terra sllius, or emptY 
lands, which tlie explorer Captain 
Cook used to claim Australia for the 
British Crown in the 1770s. 

Native Lille allowed indigenous 
people access to land for hunting, 
fishing, camping and ceremonies i 
tlıey could prove tm unbroken 
traditional link with an area. 

Mr Howard seid lasl weekend 
thal thé recent high court decision 
extended the original legislation 114 
wily no unt had foresevn; farulers 
hal to be guaranlced the right 1© 
work the land withou the veto 
any claimants. 


million ($29 nilliun today) seized bY 
the SS frum inmates of AuschWlZ 
and other cleath camps. 
Switzerland's wartime gove 
ment also used Allied funds ~ 
tendecl to aicl British and Ameri". 
prisoners of war — to repatitf 
Swiss money [rom Japan, accord 
to recently declassified US Nali 
Security Agency documents. 190 
Swiss banks have set up 8 اډ‎ 
milllon fund a victins, 
Jews, as a “moral gesture. . 
Linus Von Castlemur, the کا‎ 
tary of the Bergier commlssi 
denied that Switzerland's dealin 
with Hitler's Gerınany helpeé 
prolong the war. 
Other governments, 
that of Israel, want the three 
conference to assist in the ® 
for "ruth and justice” — includ 


opening archives in countries FT, EF 


they are still closed. 


the conservative government of Mr 
Aznar has adopted a get-tough pol- 
icy. He has intensified police action 
and scrapped informal contacts with 
ETA, insisting that only an uncondi- 
tional ceasefire can lead to talks, 

Last month, the organisation ap- 
peared to announce a partial truce. 
It said it was suspending its cam- 
paign against the dispersal of 500 
ETA convicts in jails around the 
country —~ used as an excuse for 
the murder of a local politician in 
July which particularly outraged 
Spaniards. 

The choice of new HB leadere 
will be a further sign of whether it 
might be shifting away from vio- 
lence and towards talks. 

In last year's election, HB won 
just over 180,000 votes, down from 
200,000 in 1993. 


way this week although they may be 
released on bail. 

The sentence follows a radical 
change of approach towards HB, 
which has been tolerated in the past 
because politicians hoped concilia- 
tion might draw the party, and its 
12 per cent of Basque votes, away 
from violence towards mainstream 
nationalism. 

The convictions became the main 
focus of a Franco-Spanish summit 
which opened in Salamanca on 
Monday, where the French presi 
dent, Jacques Chirac, and the Span- 
ish prime minister, José Marla 
Aznar, welcomed the sentences, In- 
terlor ministers pledged to tighten 
the noose around ETA's neck by fur- 
ther improving co-operation to fight 
the guerrillas. 

Since coming to power last year, 
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Video lands Basque separatists in jail 


in party political broadcasts aired 
during last year's general election 
campaign. 

The court also fined the 23 lead- 
ers 500,000 pesetas (Š3,400} each 
but cleared them of encouraging 
terrorist acts in statements made 
after ETA assassinations. 

HB condenıned the verdict as 
“barbaric” and called for a general 
strike in the Basque region on De- 
cenıber 15. The party's spokesman, 
Floren Aoiz, warned of “serious 
direct consequences", and govern- 
ment officials said the security 
forces were on alert for the possibil- 
ity of violent retaliation by ETA. 

The partys lawyers sald they 
wold appeal to the European Court 
of Human Rights, alleging violation 
of the right to freedonı of speech, 
The lenders must go to prison ary- 


Adela Gooch In Madrid 


PAIN’S sııpreme court thia 

week handed out prison sen- 

tences to the leaders of Herri 
Batasuna, the political wing of the 
Basque separatist group ETA, im a 
watershed judgnıent that could 
mıske the organisation rethink its 
hardline strategy. 

Each of the 23 people who make 
up the leadership committee of 
Herri Batasuna (HB} received a 
seven-year sentence after the court 
found them guilty of "collaborating 
with an armed band". it will be the 
first time that mentbers of the 
legally coustiluted party have been 
jailed for cooperating with ETA. 

The case centrel on a video fea- 
turing masked ETA guerrillas car- 
rying guns, which HH tried to show 


Bishop Desmond Tutu, chairmap of South Africa's truth commission, takes a break PHOTO: ADIL BRACI.OW 


filled in an appointment card 
showing that Mrs Mandela had 
visited Dr Asvat at the surgery in 
December 1988, shortly before 
he was killed. The card is cru- 
cial, because it contradicts Mra 
Mandela's alibi that she was 
away from Sowetn on that date 
when Stomple was savagely 
beaten up at her house. 

In a BBC interview Mra Sisulu 
had said emphatically that she 
had filled in the card. But on 
Monday she said that it was not 
her handwriting. 


Swiss ‘must pay millions’ 


Continued fron? pagê i 

transacliuns went through Switzer 
land. Il found that Swiss private 
banks handled three times more 
Nazî gol than previously thought, 
“I unclerlines how inıportant the fi- 
nancial role of Switzerland was be- 
fore, afler, and during the war," said 
Jeaıı-Françols Bergier, the head of 
an independent panel of historians 
set up after fierce criticism‘ of the 
country’s wartime role. 

The Swiss National Bank bought 
$389.2 million of Nazi gold (worth 
about $3 billion in today's prices) 
while private Swiss banks took in 
about «$61 million (now $570 mil- 
lion). 

The Bergier report also said Nazi 
Germany seized $146 million (about 
$1.2 billion today) in gold from 
Holocaust victims and others, It said 
Nazi gold stolen or confiscated from 
individuals included at least $2.5 


doctor dead in his Soweto clinic 
during a robbery. But his brother, 
Tbrahim, told the commission that 
the family had never accepted 
robbery as the motive. 

He said they had discovered 
after the trial that Diamini had 
made a statement claiming Mrs 
Mandela had provided the gun 
and promised them 20,000 
rand ($4,200) to commit the 
murder, But police had refused 
to pursue the charge. 

Mra Sisulu then caused a sen- 
sation when she denied having 


Havel stalls after Czech PM quits 


1945 from a former tennis player, 
Milan Srejber, wlıo wantecl to buy a 
state ironworks that he headed. His 
bid for the works succeecled. 

Party records uncovererl by jour 
nalists concealed Mr Srejber's iden- 
tily. They listed the donors of the 
money as a Hungarian, wlio has 
been dead for 15 years, and a cash- 
strapped businessman (rum Mauri 
tius, who has never heard of Mr 
Klaus's party. 

It is also claimed that the partly 
had # secret Swiss bank account 
containing a fortune given by satis- 
fied winners of privatisation cor 
tests. The commercial station TV 
Nova claimed last weekend that Mr 
Klaus and his wife Livia used some 
of the nıoney to buy a villa in Davos. 
Mr Klaus is threatening to sue the 
station for libel, 


Comment, page 12 


Mrs Mandela — were brought 
from prison to the hearing. But 
one failed to appear and was 
hospitalised, reportedly suffer- 
ing from "dehydratlon”. The 
gunman who flred the fatal shots 
did testify, but only after Bishop 
Desmond Tutu, the chairman of 
the commission, had promised 
protection for his family. 

Cyril Mbatha and Thulani 
Dlamini were senterıced to death 
for the 1989 murder of Dr Asvat 
after a supreme court judge had 
found that they shot the popular 


Democratic Party (ODS) time to 
elect a new leacler: 

A defiaul Mr Klaııs told a joint 
press conterence thal it had been a 
"torced resignation", and he main- 
tained his innocence. But in a radlio 
hraadlcast luter, Presilent Havel 
made it clear he believed tlıe former 
printe minister hal lied, ancl (hat Mr 
NIaus hart known about slush funds 
used to push through his govern- 
ment's pıîivatisation deals, 

A caretaker goverıument of inde- 
pentlent technocrats coultl now take 
over — an idlea supportecl by the 
president. Mr Havel's presidenlial 
rolê is mainly ceremonial, but he is 
seen as an İinvaluablc moral arbiter 
in the crisis, 

Mr Klaus, aged 56, saicl he would 
stay on as leader of the ODS until an 
extraordinary parly conference (le- 
cides his fate. The party is accused 
of accepling more than $230,000 in 


Mrs Mandela 
mired by 
new evidence 


David Beresford 
In Johanessburg 


LLEGATIONS of death 

threats to lawyers and intcr- 
ference with witnesscs, as well 
as a tangle of contradictory evi- 
dence, thia week dlcepened the 
scnndal surrounding Winnie 
Mandela's hearings before South 
Africa's truth commission. 

In a startling development, a 
member of the lon 
accused Albertina Sisulu — wife 
of the former African National 
Congress deputy leader, Walter 
Slsulu — of covering up detalls 

of Mrs Mandeia's alleged in- 
volvement in the murder of a 
doctor. New evidence also 
emerged linking Mrs Mandela 
with the dişappeararnıce of two 
more youths who are presumed 
to have been murdered, 

The sixth day of the iiqulry 
focused on the killing of Abu- 
Baker Asvat, the Soweto doctor 
alleged to have been murdered 
on Mrs Mandela's instr ucilons 
to cover up the murder of the 
teenager Stomple Seipei. 

The two convicted killers inı 
the Asvat case — who have 
claimed they carried out the 
murder on a contract issued by 


Kate Connolly In Prague 


RESIDENT Vacliv Hivel asl 

weekend postponerl forming i 
govrrnmenl for Iwo weeks, after a 
mecling of Czech coalition parly 
leulers ceuled in disarray in the 
wake of the resignation of Yaclav 
Klaus a4 prime minister, 

Mir Klaus, a freınarket clisciple 
ul Margaret Thatcher, hacl becn 
hailed for hîs zealous cconoımie 
trausfur'malion of (he post-cominu- 
nist Czech Republic. He was central 
Europe's longest-serving prime 
ıwinister, with five ycars in office. 

Hr offered to resign with his three 
partly coaaliliou government amid 
mounting allegations of corruption, 
Presilent Havel, who had urged him 
lo go, quickly acvepted the offer. 

The president postponed the (tis- 
cussions about who will take over to 
allow Mîr Klaus's fractious Civic 
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But the four countries wliose per 
capita income is below 90 per cent of 
the EU average — Spain, Portugal, 
Greece and Ireland —~ cıırrently re 
ceive almost $10 billion a year in 
extra “cohesiou" funcls. Spain, which 
gets more than half of (his sun, is 
concerned tul enlargement ta the 
cast would come al ils expense. 
All this follows a sobering series 
of findings in (he lest EU baro 
meter, an annual Europe-wide opin 
ion pull publislıed late last month. It 
records for (he firsl time that public | ! 
support for a single European CUr- 
rency has dropped below 50 per 
cent across (he 15 member states, 
and that —~ alsu for the first tine — 
only a minority {47 per cent) think 
they will get (ulure benefits (rom 
EU memberslıip, The most striking 
example was Ireland, where the pro Û ! 
porlion of those expecting future 
bencflt from EU membership 
plunged by 25 per cent in the last 
ycar. I would be surprising f 
Polar did noi begin lo show slim | . 
lar signs of disenchantment. i 


Rupert Murdoch's Fox IV channel 1 
afler the recent crime figures Were | i 
published showed that 80 per cent | ; 
of Americans sny they gre more | 
afraid of crime than they werê | : 
10 years ago, compared with a merê 
9 per cent who say they are less 
afraid. 

Nevertheless, the consistency of 
the figures — for the moment 
and the actual experience of pe0 
that it is now safer to travel on, fof 
example, the New York subway 
than it used to be, are powerful 
assets. In New York, Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani's recent reel 
tion was based on both realities 
the decline in crime and peoples 
greater sense of personal saf 

Yet is this reflected in th 
that people behave generally? Î 
very much. New York is unio 
and, in any case, parts of it arê 
dangerous by any standards. More 
over, the media continue tO ا‎ 
as though crime is rising, 1 
falling. 

Maybe newspapers should think 
twice before they glorify the 
US crime story. They should i 
member that the press may ایا‎ 
ing to create its own selffulNl 8 
prophecy, and could be making * | 
problem worse when, fof 
ment, itis actually getting beter 
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Robin Cook pays tribute to Polish victims of the Holocaust in Warsaw last week 


{he region does not lıave the same 
critical mass of hundrecls of millions 
of workers and consumers thal a 
Euro-Mediterranean economic zonè 
could have,” Italy's prime minister, 
Romano Procli, told Spain's Royal 
Polilical Science Acudemy in 
Madrid lasl week. 

This has ereclecl a new financial 
hurdle, with Spain insisting that it 
does uol want to bear the extra 
costs ûf enıbracing central and east- 
ern European countries, While 
Spain and Italy support the principle 
of enlargement, in practice the de- 
claration of Spain's state secretary 
for Europe, Ramon de Miguel, that 
“we cannot expanı(l at the cost of (lis- 
solving fundamental principles", is a 
serious obslacle. 

Money lies at the heart of the 
argument. Germany insists that the 
planned enlargement is financecl 
within the EU’s current budget ceil- 
ing of 1.27 per cent of gross doınes- 
tic product, and that it is no longer 
prepared to finance the llon's share 
of nel payments to the EU budget. 


Every society has police officers or 
other public officials who commit 
horrific acts of unacceptable vio- 
lence against prisoners. 

Yet it is only in America — or 
mainly in America — that such acts 
are regarded as characteristic by 
the citizens of that country and 
where they also come to define the 
way in which large nuntbers of peo- 
ple across the planet see that coun- 
try. That this slıould be the case in a 
country where the crime rate ap- 
pears to be dropping so steadily and 
so encouragingly makes these atti- 
tudes doubly perverse. 

It ought to go without saying that 
one should be careful with crime 
figures. An overall rate or an aver- 
age, even in a small city, can mask 
luge differences between neigh- 
bourhoods. Some parts of the US 
continue to have high crime rates 
while others have fallen. In Philadel- 
phia, for example, reported crimes 
of violence continue to rise, bucking 
the well-established trend else- 
where, 

And the fact — for if is a faci — 
that crime is falling both in absolute 
and relative terms does not mean 
that crime is necessarily acceptably 
low or that people in the US have 
lost or are losing their fear of crime. 
An instant opinion poll taken by 
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biggest single sources of pollution. 
Three years ago, Poland agreed 
with the EU au annual phased 
reduction of their steel tariffs, from 
9 to 6 ang, next year, 3 per vent. 
Unable to cut the tariff last year, 
Poland was given 1 year’s waiver, on 
condition that ley cante up with a 
plausible restructuring plan. 

But the EU has rejected Polancl's 
draft plan as “not serious”, The EU 
has offerect to pay lip to $13 million, 
estimated to be half the cost of the 
redundancies it believes are re- 
quired, Poland rejected this offer 
because it could not afford the co- 
payment. 

The second difficulty is that with 
the accession of Cyprus made prob- 
leınatic by the usual Greek-Turkish 
tensions, all the new members are 
from eastern and central Europe. 
The Club Med group of southern 
countries believes that such en- 
largement will change the geo- 
graphical balance of power in the 
EU. “The expansion towards cast- 
ern Europe is an important step, but 


become an urban myth 


last year than in any year since 
records began. Violent crime fell by 
10 per cent overall. 

In particular categories, the fall 
was even rtore spectacular, Bag 
snatches were 21 per cent down. 
Motor vehicle thefts dropped by 20 
per cent. Sexual assaults were down 
by 18 per cent and the most serious 
of all sexual crimes — rape — 
decreased by a remarkable 43 per 
cent. The chances of being the vic- 
tiın of a violent erime in the US are 
today slightly lower thanı they are in 
England and Wales. 

Most people are rather less 
familiar with this second picture of 
American life than with the first. 
And yet the figures just quoted are 
only the latest in a succeasion of 
remarkably consistent reports on 
US crime published during the 
1990s, which all tell more or less the 
same story —~ that America is be- 
coming a much less dangerous 
place than it used to be. 

In fact, every society has crazy 
people who suddenly start shooting 
for no apparent reason. Every soci- 
ety has people who overreact to 
apparently minor provocations with 
a homicidal force that defies bellef. 


taken aback to Jearn that Poland's 
milk exports to the EU, worth $40 
million a year, faced a ban from this 
week after EL inspectors foundl half 
the Polish dairies they visited to 
have “major hygicne and opera- 
tional probleıus”, 

The sudden laslı of the EU whip 
was limed as Ihe UK Foreign Secre- 
tary, Robirı Cook, was touring east- 
ern Europe, promising Britain's 
"whole-hearted support” for the ac- 
cession of Poland, Hungary and tlıc 
Czech) Republic. Estonia ancl Slove- 
nia have also been given Conmis- 
sion approval to take part in the first 
round of accession talks, and Britain 
wants to make ils a shuwpiece of 
its six-month turn as president of 
the European Councll, whiclı starls 
next muh. The ligh point is lo be 
a European conference tliat will in- 
elutle all hose other countries, such 
as Romania and Bulgaria and even 
Turkey, wlıich do not make tlte first 
group for membership. 

An enlarged Ell has been a long- 
term strategic goal of Britain, con- 
vinced since Margaret Thatcher's 
day that the way to prevent the EU 
“deepening” its institutions into a 
fedleral Europe is to “widen” it with 
new menıtbers who will then dilute 
the federalist core, Moreover, the 
Britlsh schentedl, the entry of new 
and poorer countries would finally 
force the Common Agricullural 
Palicy to be reformed under lhe 
threat of baukr'upicy. 

Two of the trickier consequences 
of enlargement are now becoming 
embarrassingly plain. The firat is 
the Polish problem, which symbol- 
ises the difficully that all new mem- 

bers will face in girding their 
#conomies and social systems for 
the bracing effect of EU menıber- 
ship. The Polish political élite, 
which has long argued tbat Europe 
was the way to western European 
prosperity, must now explain the 
short-term job losses to tens of 
thousands of Polish steel-workers, 

Poland's steel industry is a major 
employer as well as one of Europe's 


dead. A black immigrant is arrested 
and taken to police cells, where offi- 
cers take a tailet plunger and ram it 
up his rectum. 

Pick up a newspaper any day of 
the week in the United States and 
the likelihood is that somewhere 
inside it (here will be a crime story 
that sends shivers clown your spine. 
These crimes, often taken up and 
insistently reported on the televi- 
sion news, have repeatedly gener- 
altel high TV ratings. The lesson 
has not beer lost on US film- 
makers, who long ago realised that 
there is a huge market for stories 
depicting ordinary people who are 
sucldenly the victins of random and 
macabre acts of lerror, 

To complete the vicious circle, 
the films have sometimes acquired 
cult status, feeding the self-esteem 
of America's criminal underclass 
and even providing models for indi- 
viduals, who then conımit the appar- 
ently random acts which in turn 
feed the news stories, which genet- 
ate the movies — and so on, round 
and round agaiır. 

Now here is another view of 
America. Fewer people in the US 
were victims of any sart of crime 
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EU counts cost of 
eastern promise 


Mean streets 


Europe this week 


Martin Walker 


HATEVER ils critics nay 
say, Ihe most remarkable 
feature uf ll European 


Union is the urgency wilh wliich 
ùtlıer's seck lo join it. The IU rivals 
the Nalo alliauce as the senî of 
membership of the Western club, 
anf is also seen as a virtua! guaran- 
tec of fulure prosperity. Hy a curi- 
ous coincidence, which ales back 
to Jreslclent Charles tle Gaulle’s ex- 
psion of Nato HQ from Paris in 
1066, he BU and the Alliance aro 
now bolh based iu Brussels. 

‘Ihis ix very convenient for visilt- 
ing slaesmeu such as the members 
af the new Polish government who 
arrived last week. Thcy assumed 
that they would pass direclly from 
the welcoming Nato handshakes in 
the Brussels suburb of Evere to the 
fraternal embrace of Europe at the 
Conunission's Breydel building. 

No such luck. Poland's new prime 
minister, Jerzy Buzek, was stunnecl 
on his first official Brussels visit to 
be given a blunt warıing that 
Polancl's ncgotiatlons to join the EU 
could be blocked indelinitely unless 
the country fulfilled earlier pledges 
to cut ils stcel tariffs and restruc- 
lure the industry with the loss of 
thousands of jobs. 

Buzek, his defence and foreign 
ministers and other aides were also 
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Washington diary 
Martin Kettle 


ERE is a view of America with 

which most of us are likely to 
be fanıîliar. A schoolboy goes into 
his school ant shoots his former 
girlfriend and another pupil and 
starts spraying bullets around ihe 
school before he is disarmed. A dri- 
ver ir the inside lane sees A car 
starting to pull out from a garage 
and hoots, whereupon the driver of 
the second car stops, gets out of his 
vehicle and shoots the firat driver 
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they are, given to cover th 3 ۹ @ : eg. ۳ ritalin’ a 0 1 politics. In addition to Lord Secretary, Jack Straw, in a written Martin Walker In Brussels 


HE BILL now going through . 
points towards their owrı favoured 


Parliament to incorporate the 


1i : Jenkins, who will chair the commis- liamentaı 2 کا‎ 
European Convention on Human Mr Brown has complained that N : 4 ج‎ 5 f (` | apointed a five-strong commission | sion's work 1 par! TY answer. It will be | single transferable vote option or the HE Government's h f۴ 
Rights Into British law is generally | Oxbridge still takes half of its stu- ا‎ 2 1 o investigate voting alternatives — | other mente ج‎ a free to consider and recommend additional member system to be used 0 3: honêjmê E 0 


viewed as "a good thing” and a lung- 
overdue reform, but the Govern- 
ment sudclenly realised this week 
tlıat it could, by mistake, be used as 
a privacy law with which to thwart 
investigative journalism. 

In spite of public pressure, both 
this Government and ils predeces- 
sor decided against introducing a 
privacy law on the grounds that the 
rich and faınous might use it to pre- 
vent legitimate investigative report- 
ing. The task of curbing journalistic 
excesses is left, instead, to a self- 
regulaling body, the Press Com- 
plalnts Commission (PCC}, which 
has promised tougher action against 
offenders in the wake of public con- 
cern about intrusion into the life of 
Diana, Princess of Wales. 

The Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Irvine, had assured ministers that 
the operations of the PCC would be 
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be compared ith other world-class E a A Ye 0 Cn: Labour peer Lady Gould of | an alternative to the present sys Î alternative vote, which Mir 1 Blair has 10s ing baie O oT, fought 
be compart ih ae mali : MN Potternewton; Sir John Chilcot, the | tem”. It will also "observe the re- | signalled he could live with In reality, fo n the ا ا‎ a 
ion a 0 eS Permanent Secretary at the qırirement for broad proportionality, | some form of compromise is likely. 3 i GS GR BONG 
charge much more (to the state or polite joue i the n 2 oh a @ Mr Straw last week reversed a de- E i8 a monetary mar- 
ا‎ 3 . € voter chol e Î cision to have electo: 
to a ا‎ E 0 ا 0 2 ا‎ Teja ا‎ 2 a between اا‎ ties rather than divides o he 0 ito: E 
Its decision by Christmas, a sare up which Mr Blair is Î constituencies”. 0 one, e oe RT Elec, 1 E 
a اا اا‎ e have a Senior Lib Dems, jubilant that Mr | criticism that the Home Secretary | meeting of European Union ANCE 
N KNOT SE ا 2 ا‎ 0 ernative | Blair had honoured his preelection Î was allowing parties rather than the ministers broke up on Mond 
OTE e o . 0 0 رادا‎ E E despite remaining ‘unper- | electorate to choose who will be "Those who share the same fon 
to win the right to scrutinise the | A shire horse and an Ardennes from the Working Horse Trust clear timber from Foxholes Brow, Est an 1 su by the case for change, insist their MEP. will have more intimate relations 


way in which the £28 million a year | Sussex, They are being used to avoid the damage caused by heavy machinery PHOTO. ROGER BEE و‎ than the others," 


paid ta the Queen by the Treasury اأ‎ mi An exhausted Mr Brown dı 
is spent on ima ne al Rich minister from Brussels, leaving 8 
the five occupied royal palaces. Ear- K Tt | Db Tl : . 2 f ephemeral voice on a tape recorder 
maa DOCKett wins low pay battle denies using E REE e aE 
e E ی‎ of the for Britain's interests — this is a bat 
number of grace-and-favour apart- tel am winning.” 

menils in the palaces, nor of the Î Seumas Milne Beckett, clashed with Mr Mandel- | genuinely selfemployed, prisoves. tax dodge Ne otir cg minister agreed 
income the Queen received in rent son over his proposal that the bill | charity workers and children belor with Mir Brown's intermyretation, 


exempt fron tle provisions of the | from them. HE END of poverty pay was | should give ministers the flexibility | the schoolleaving age from mi Anne Perkins Jean-Claude Juncker, Luxem- 
Human Rights Bil, and that com- Meanwhile the former prime promised by the Government | to introduce wide-rangiıg exemp- | mum wage protection. beurgs current president of the 
plainants dissatisfied with its jadg- | nıinister, John Major, who was last last week as it published its | tions Irom a nıinimum wage, includ- The Low Pay Commission, whid ENIOR ministers closed ranks European Council, said thal "despile 
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through tlhe courts, He swept aside 
reservalions by the Culture Secre- 
tary, Chris Smith, asserting grandly 
tlıat Mr Smith was a mere layman 
wiıile lıe was an experienced lawyer. 
Bul Lord Irvine, once head of the 
chambers in which the Prime Minis 
ter, Tony Blair, and his wife trained 
as barristers, has had second 
thoughts. He has told Lord Wake- 
hamı, chairman of the PCC, that the 
courts might, after all, have the 
power to intervene in the coramis- 


cnpusilion af Ihe new socalled , 
UE ToUp, ùl İor cuninil. ! 
lee uf the members of the euro club. : 
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Luxembourg unit um Lecomher ' 
I, but if thal bk not jumble, 
bly can stop e unetuburs ul lhe 
vıra club from meeting,” 

Mr Brown had argue 1lhat there 
should be “no question ol candon- 
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Swedes, the Maastricht treaty has j' 
already resolved the matter, lt says 
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` Scenting trouble . . . Fell hounds from the Blencathra hunt peer out frora thelr trailer in Thirlmere, in tbe Lake District PHOTO: DAN OIA 


In Brlef 


HE parlHarnentary privileges 

cammittee la ta launch an 
inquiry into the necd for a new 
bribery and corruption law in 
the wake of the cash for ques- 
tlons scandal involving the 
disgraced former ministers Neil 
Hamilton and Tim Smith. 


HE Church of England's gen- 

eral synod voted overwhelm- 
ingly to move towards possible 
amalgamation with (he Method- 
ists in the face of declining num- 
bers of Methodists and falling 
attendances at Anglican churches. 


HE Rayal Air Force 1s facing 


a critical shortage of senior 2 mons, refused to promise gover 
otras ie | 1OIIOW WIN TOr Nunt opponents  (Feresehomeer mdi 
most experienced fliers prepare up to the bill's opponents to respec 
to take lucrative jobs with com- the majority vote. She told reporters 
mercial airlines befote new regu- | Anne Perkins to block it unless Labour's business | jobs. Even Alan Clark, an animal | “It really was a staggering vote anê 
1aians make it more difficultfor | | managers give it goverment time. | rights activist, opposed the bill as | those who oppose this bill and ok 
military pilots to put flying hours HE Government last week Cabinet sources suggested that, | badly drafted and a distractlon from | struct it will have a lot of explaining 
in military jets towards the total braced itself for another con- | if the pressure grew, ministers | the wider issues of animal welfare. to do to the country at large." | 
needed for a commercial licence. frontation with its back- | might give a backbencher the nec- But it was the Tory former minir Half the Cabinet turned out lo 


benchers over the campaign to ban | essary nod and wink to table a “Fos- | ster Ann Widdecombe who emerged | support the bill. The Chief Whip ` 2 
hunting after ministers reaffirmed İ ter amendment” to a future Criminal İ the heroine of the anti-hunting cam j Nick Brown, who is understood و‎ 1 2 5 E 
EACHERS called for a gov- their refusal to rescue a Private Mem- | Justice Bil — but not the Crime and | palgn. "Why don’t those who actu- | favour the option of amending é 2 2 ا ا ا‎ ET E nl 
ernment inquiry into the ber's Bill by Labour MP Michael | Disorder Bil now passing through | ally are in favour of this bill take a | future Criminal Justice bill to ban : : 
chronic underperformance of Foster despite a 3 to 1 House of | Parliament. This would mean at | trip to Kenya, stand in a lion re- | hunting, also voted for it. 1 ٠ ۰ ۰ 
boys in almost all subjects and at | Commons majority in its favour. least a two-year wait before the mat- |j serve, unprotected, and see if they Downing Street is understood ti | 9 © ه‎ 6 
all stages of cornpulsory educa- After nearly five hours of often | ter was settled. enjoy the hunt? 1 might enjoy watch- | rernain unpersuaded of the case fit 0 re a n | n أ‎ S$ n 
tion after the school standards passionate debate during its second The debate was marked by a suc- | ing it." she said. giving government backing lo a ! 1 1 0 1 a 1 re % 
minister, Estelle Marries, pub- reading, MPs voted by 411 to 151 in | cession of heavyweight Tory inter- After the vote Mr Foster, MP for | matter of conscience. Nor does te i 
hs esla 8 n of Merre rn ا‎ led by e Heseltine Î Worcester, said: “This historic vote, | Horne Secretary, Jack a In fact all d 
two-thirds of girls — but on uniting og8) Bill, which | — warning against the bill on pract- | the largest ever vote in support of a | it as a priority, let alone worth risk a un ٤ : 
one half of boya —~ reached the would outlaw the pursuit of stags, | cal and legal grounds, and making a | Private Member's Bill, makes it in- | ing other government business ùj y0 eed to Open an offshore bank account Is £1. For this small sum you can take adva ntage of the 
expected level in history, geo- | foxes, hares and mink. libertarian defence of minority | conceivable that hunting will sur- Û having a head-on clash with Ue : many benefits offshore banking provides. For example, by simpl ا‎ i 
graphy, design and technolo), But despite the majority, the bill's | rights. Mr Heseltine claimed the bill | vive this Parliament.” Torydominated hereditary Peer . 19 ple, by simply moving your UK savings to an offshore bank, 
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ent for wha! under- e streets, orders | offenders; reparation orders to | self for its inefficiency and too often : 
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last week by the Home Secretary, | abolition of the rule of goli incapex, | other people’s lives.” coal industry as nıaragers of 4 Nis W0 Questions and one other, there's a good chance 2 
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er Research Campnign said. comed by police organisations, but | nate the implication of punishment | towards tackling youth offending... | immediate risk. The com 1 S € man 1 ا أ‎ a A) 
some children's groups and penal | throughout England and Wales. there are, Bot a number of | warned that UK coal demand ¥ y bene lis Midland. Offshore can provide. | 
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Ex-Congo 
leader sues 
oil firm 
Jacques Follorou 


TT LOOKS as though the deci- 
sion of a Paris court may end 
up affecting the future of Congo- 
Brazzaville. Pascal Lissouba, the 
Congolese president overthrown 
by General Denis Saasou- 
Nguesso in October, has just 
filed a complaint accusing the 
French oil company Elf- 
Aquitaine of complicity in the 
coup. 

Through this unusual move, 
Lisgsouba hopes to prove that 
Elf's Africa director, Philippe 
Jaffré, along with a presldentinl 
adviser und û banker, were 
guilty of “acta of terrorisnı, nid 
ing and abetting murder and 
assussination, and vonspiracy”. 
Lissouba holds Elf reapunsible 
for the death of between 5,000 
nnd 15,000 peuple during fight- 
ing between his and SAssOu- 
Nguesno’a forces. 

“Ihe pulseh wus made ponsi- 
ble by the invasion ancl the cur- 
rent occupation of Congolese 
territory by armod Angolan 
troops and by the support of the 
oil company Elf, which uperntes 
Congolese, Angolan and 
Gabonese oil fields," Lissoubu 
HAYS. 

He claims that he presence 
of Elf reprenentAtiVEs at SAAS 
Nguıesso's slcle before, cluriny 
and after (he coup, and the fiiel 
that thıcy "attenclcd the farcv of 
the general being sworn in as 
president", prove that Elf i1- 
tended to “rencgotinte its inter- 
cata inı tlıat region of the warld 
u8 fast and as effcctively as pos- 
alble without having to frce conı- 
petition", 

Liasouba wants the French 
court to look into Elf'a financing 
system, wiıiich he knows weli 
becenuse he himself benefited 
from it before being ousted, "Ht 
should not be hard, by examlıı- 
ing Elf’s accounts, to fndl trace 
of the financial aid it gave the 
coup, since the preparation and 
execution of an operation on that 
scale must have coat $ 100-8200 
million, directly or indirectly,” 

Liasouba’s Paris lawyer, 
Ollvier de la Robertie, has told 
Le Monde that the complaint 1s 
ortly the firat stage of a process 
aimed at getting the legitimacy of 
the exiled Preaident Ljsaouba 
recognised. 

The French Justice mlıristry ia 
taking a close intereat in the 
case. On November 25, thè 
Parla investigating magistrate 
Eva Joly, who 18 in charge of a 
separate Elf corruption case that 
haa been rupning for many 
montha, saw a member of the 
cabinet of Lisasouba's former ` 
prime minister, Bernard 
Kolelan, İn order to hear what he 
had to aay about the oll cona- 
pParny’s secret financing system. 

` Elf told Le Monde or 
Navembor 26 that its stance on ` 
the Congolese conflict was re ` 
stricted to “respecting the prin- 
ciple of neutrality", “What 
conta”, it added, “iê not the ` 
change of a country’s leader, but 
the continuity of the state,” '. 
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rcloso, last month, There has 
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1 farrighl party that he ils sutp- 
port lo Duhaldle it Buenus Airus 
province. 

Ribelli, once a menıber of the 
carapintadas hé name given to 
those who took par in the 1W1 mili- 
tary uprising against Meneın’s gov 
ernmenbl, is suspecled uf having 
awecl as A contact between the local 
und foreleg groups hit planned {he 
attack, 

Buenus Aires's Jewish commu 
nily has complained of “police har- 
assment" and "nntî-Scniitic lhreats” 
against the families of Amia victims, 
who have formed an Active Menv 
ory association. 

“The local connection doesn’t end 
with Ribelli — investigations shouicl 
be pursued at n higher level,” says 
Diann Malanıurl, a representative of 
the associatlon, A few montha ago 
auother representative, Laura Gins- 
berg, charged Menem ancl Duhalde 
with “protecting the local connec- 
tion", At thal time, Israel's ambas- 
sador to Argentina, Yitzhak Aviran, 
accused Argentine investigators of 
“anti Senıltism", 
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privatise public services such as 
energy, water and the building of 
motorways and ports. As for health 
and education, which remain in 
state hands, it hopes “ta do better 
with fewer resources", 

It is not easy to boost investment 
in a country where barely 15 per 
cent of the adult population has a 
bank aceourit Hence the drive to 
attract foreign capital. But resulta 
seem to have fallen short of expecta- 
Hons. After peaking in 1993, invest- 
ment flows steadily declined until 
1996, “They really took off in 1997 
and have topped $1 billion, as com- 
pared with $500 million last year,” 
according to A royal palace 
spokesman. . : 

However, foreign investors hold 
only 5-6 per cenit of stock markét cap- 
italisation. A working party headed 
by Mohamed Sekhat, governor of 
the Baik of Morocco, has Identified 
19 stages that the potential investor 
has to go through. “Clearing each 
hurdle can také between five days 
and two years," Sekhat says, 
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Argentina's President Menem with his Brazilian counterpart, President Caı 
been no proof offered following Menem's claim of Iranian links to the bombing 


hit their country twice. Is Menem's 
lorcign pulicy tuo clusely aligned 
wilh kıl of he United Nines? 1s it 
because of the size of the Jewish 
vcomnninily in Argeutina, the largest 
in lhe Americas outside the US? Or 
is il because of possible links 
berwer Menem, who is of Syrian 
origin, anl certain Arab countries? 

Ihe seerutary ol slate fut secur 
rily, Adrian Pelacehi, has said thal 
“ın assessment of the socalled 
Iranian lead is currently ımder 
way", aml that appropriate steps 
wollld be taken if necesaary. These 
could include imposing sanctions 
ûn Îran. 

The federal judge handling the 
case, Jııan José Galeano, travelled to 
las Angcles recently to question anı 
Iranian who has taken refuge in the 
US, A week nfter the destruction of 
the Amia building, this “repentant 
spy” accused Iranlan diplomats of 
involvement. 

The parliamentary commission of 
inquiry is also due to question 
Emilio Morello, a member of 
parllament for the Movement for 
Dignity and Independence (Modin), 


Police linked to Argentine bomb attack 


ا 


j 


thought to have been involverl nol 
only in the Amia allak but in 
Numerous cases Of rug trafficking, 
illegal gambling, prostitution incl 
nuurder, including that of the 
photographer-reporter José-Luis 
Cabezas in July. Ribelli is tlıought to 
have used his position to amass û 
fortune of $1% millien. 

Responsibility for 1h Amin atavk 
was claimedl by lhe Islamic Jihad, a 
pro-lranian organisation based in 
Lebanon. A few dlays after tlic blast, 
Meneın said (here was eviclence of 
Iranian involvement, So far, how- 
ever, no eviclence to supporl that 
theory has been release, 

Investigations have shown, how- 
ever, that Ribelli was In {he vicinity 
of Ciudad (lel Este, the Paraguayan 
city on the border between Brazil, 
Argentina ancl Paragmuny, a few clays 
before thc allack. The cily is re- 
gardecl as a sancluary for sınıugglecl 
goorls — watches, (clevislon sets, 
drugs and weapons —~ as well as a 
haven for fundamentalist Islamist 
grolps, 

What Argentines would lke to 
know is why terrorist attacks have 


Christine Legrand 
In Buenos Aires 


ORE THAN three years 

after the bomb attack 

against (he Argeıtine Is- 
raeli Mutual Association (Amia), 
which killed 86 people in Buenos 
Aires, a new element has sparkcd 
{resh interest in the case. The dis- 
covery that a former police superin- 
tendent, Juan José Ribelli, was paid 
$25 million would seem to cunfirm 
hat local police were involved in the 
UUIFAEE. 

Ribelli, aged 41, who has been in 
prison since 1996 along with three 
other police officers, is suspected of 
having played a key role in prepar- 
ing the attack, and of having sııp- 


plied the terrorists with the 
hoobyırappedl van tnt blew up the 
Amia building, 


Ribellî was once a truslctl associ- 
ate of Buenos Aires province's for 
mer police chief, Pedro Nodezyk. 
When questioned on November 23 
by A parliamentary commission of 
inquiry, Klodczyk had na hesitation 
in describing his former riglıthanıcl 
mıaıı as û “delinquent”, He admitted 
hat Ribelll ard other policemen 
under his orders nay have been ine 
volverl iı the altack, but cleniedl all 
personal responsibility. 

Sa far, the only new vvidence has 
been unearthed by thie parliameıı- 
lary commission, while the inlerior 
ministry's investigations into the al- 
e e little headway, cle- 
Spite help from Israel's Mossacl anl 
the CIA. 

. An earlier anti-Semitic attack, car- 
ried Dut against the Israeli embassy 
in Buenos Aires in March 1992, 
killed 29 people, The bombers were 
never caught, 

ln the Ania case, the implication 
ûf Buenos Alres province police — 
with 48,000 men, the largest force in 
0 E has tnrnishecl the 

on of the governor, Eeluarclo 
Duhalde, After suffering a crusling 
defeat at the gencranl eleclion in 
October, Duhalde, who hopes lu 
succeed President Carlos Menem in 
1899, began a spectacular purge of 
he police, 


More than 5,000 police personnel 
ve been dismissed, including 
Ozens of senior officers who are 


Unrest simmers as Morocco economy stalls 


wrestling with a persistent public 
deficit (3.7 per cent in 1996, not ine 
cluding revenues from privatisation), 

A fairer tax system — the farm- 
ing, commerce and real estate sec- 
tors all enjoy special privileges — is 
not on the agenda, and any move to 
increase foreign debt would only 
make matters worse. 

Foreign aid is not limitless, With 
a visit by the French prime minister, 
Lionel Jospin, to Rabat coming up 
this month, Paris has made a fur- 
ther gesture aimed at easing Mo- 
rocco's foreign debt; some 1.4 
billion francs ($240 million) owed 
by Rabat has been’ wiped off the 
slate. 

But there will be no further hand- 
outs from France, or from Brussels, 
with which Rabat has signed ù free 
trade agreement. Along with Egypt, 
Morocco is the Mediterranean 
country that receives the largest 
amount of European Unlon ald. 

The government has chosen to 


population to feel disgruntled. Since 
1985, the rate of economic growth 
has steadily declined in real terms. 
From nearly 5 per cent 10 years ago, 
it is unlikely ta top 1 per cent this 
year. 

The inherent unpredictability of 
an economy that remains heavily 
dependent on farming, and there 
fore on climatic conditions, has 
taken Its toll. "Sixteen out of the 
past 20 years have been years of 
drought," said an adviser to King 
Hassan ll. 

Demographic factors also play 
thelr part. Even though population 
growth has dippecl below the 2 per 
cent mark since 1995, the effects of 
that decrease on the job market will 
be slow, ا‎ 

There is general agreement 
among economists that Morocco 
i a ey 1 it wishes to 

St ı and’ improve living 
standards. The impetus will' not 
come from the state, which is 


ا ا ت 
Jean-Plerre Tuquol In Rabat‏ 


VY FATEVER the political 
چ‎ colouring of the Moroccan 
vernment that emerges from the 
ا‎ election of November 14, it 
8 need to adopt an audacious eco- 
iC policy, It is not so much that 
ooo has resisted change over 
i 0 few years, but rather that 
1 ig nomic reforma have been too 
lale Or too interfered with by the 
un E the country to 
1 u/ 1 
nomic ا‎ ave, into a new 
result, against a background 
0 meriog social unrest, the pre- 
ti ا‎ feeling among the popula- 
helple onê of frustration and 
Sness, which Islamle funda- 


Th 
el 8 are doing their best to 


Capitalism for some 
is a zero-risk game 


We have a truly serious situation 
which, even if it does not lead to a 
crash, already means that ordinary 
people in many countries will have 
more difficult and more uncertain 
lives, and somehow there is nobody 
to blame, let alone to punish, Or 
even to identify, except here and 
there. Tsugio Yukihura, a forıner 
executive in the failecl securities 
Tirm Yamaichi, tells an investigating 
conımittee of the Japanese parlia- 
ment how for years the firm hil 
massive losses in specially crealed 
subsidiaries. He cried, He apolo | | 
gised, The Japanese prime ııinister 
expressed remorse but ducked re- 
sponsibility. That belonged to the 
firm, Ryutaro Hashimoto said, but 
he "felt shame", At least the Japan. 
ese will mention the word, but İi 
there is any shame in Malaysia, 
Thailand, or Indonesia, or among | 
the bankers and the stock and cur | j 
rency managers and ntanipulators 


$ 


of the West, it is well hidclen. 

Instead we get London merchant ‘ 
bankers, men whu may well earn 
$500,000 or more n year, explaining 
unctuously on television thal in 
order to avert a craslı, many billions 
will have to be poured imo the 
Smtheasl Asian cvononies. Who |: 
knows who will be screaming lor | | 
help uexl? Some say Russias and | ° 
easlern Europe, sume Briuzil. آ1‎ 

1 
XACTLY whose money in this? , 
E" is not merchant bankers’ 
money. lt is our money, global 
tıxpayers' money, eilher direclly | ' 
handed over by our own gover 
ments or disbursed by Ihe world fi 
nancial iratilutions. The reports 
speak of economies being bailed 
out, but in truth those who are 
being bailed out are the business 
classes of hese countries, and, indi 
rectly, of ihe West, Their peoples | 
will pay the price af lost savings, lost 
jobs and lost services, as the Inter 
national Monetary Fund conditions 
bear down, but the shrewd oper | | 
tors will be way ahead of all that 
For those in (he right place, N 
sêcrnıs, capitalism is all gain and n0 
pain, 
There cannol be many invest 1 


ment managers wh were genuinely 
unaware of (he unsound basis û | ; 
many Asian stocks, Tlıey went 1 
anyway, {rusting lo get oll before | 
the problems their own actions 
were exacerbating came to the forê' 1 
Culpabiflity matters not only be 
cause individuals ought to pay some 
price for foolish or imınoral deci 
sions, It malters because the DU’ 
ness classes of tlıe world are well oP 
the way to removing risk from thelr 
own personal affairs. Their carp 
nies may go down, 0 
economies may go into (lecline, bu 
the decision makers are lrg 
immune. 0 
In Japan, a few tearful words 0 
the microphone and then back 1 
your retirement home. İn ا‎ 
Korea, not even that. What f 
means is that the thouse he 
businessmen and financiers, I" 
East and the West, who made ' 
decisions that created the e 
crisis, have damaged the rest © 1 
but not themselves. They ااا‎ 
ready half succeeded İn pers * 
everybody that what has happy, 
is the financial equivalent of 0 
weather — nobody's fault and 10" 
we should al pitch in to set er 
right. Nothing could be fur 
from the truth. : 


Martin Woollacott 


HEN Wall Street brokers 
ATE from high floors in 

1929, they did so because 
they had, in the familiar phrase, 
“lost everything". Now we have an- 
other financial crisis, admittedly not 
on the same scale, but still an 
anxiety-inducing and wealth-reduc- 
ing phenomenon. Nobody is wing- 
ing past the window this tine, 
Suicides are notable by their ab- 
sence among thé creators of this 
ıness, They seem to have lost ııoth- 
ing — nol their positions, their 
bonuses, salaries, savings, or their 
liberty, for none has gone to jail. 

The curious language in which 
the crisis is discussed is hydraulic. 
There has been “a failure to control 
short-term dows” of funds. "Tokyo", 
a headline in the International Her- 
ald Tribune says, “pumps cash into 
bank system". Another headline 
says, “Asian Storm soaks ratings 
firms". There is an awful lot of water 
sloshing about in Ue global bathtul. 
These kinds of ınelaphor insistently 
suggest that the problems are the 
result of the system, ancl not the con- 
sequence of bad or inımoral (lei 
sions madle by indivilual managers 
ancl financiers, or by the politicians 
who yaine(l ur kepl power bevalise 
of economic growth, however dubi- 
ously that was aclieved. 

It is a language thal stops us frum 
realising that we are talking aboul 
incompetents, fools and kıaves, and 
sometimes aboul cheats ancl 
thieves, And il prevents us fron re- 
alising just what idiocies the West 
has sanctioned. Take South Karean 
investment in Britain, for which 
local authorities have competed so 
fiercely, offering bıibes in the form 
of cheap sites and tax holidays. 
What exactly is il that South Kore- 
ans have been bringing to Britain, 
and to many other countries? Il is 
not technology, or at least nol new 
technology. It is not organisalion, at 
least not of Japanese cualily. Lt is, in- 
slead, clea capital. 

Ancl now we learn lhat tlıis capital 
is largely illusory. Much of it dicl not 
exist. Certainly lhe Korean maır 
agers who led this unsound inler"13- 
tional expansion are culpable. 
Equally, the British policy makers 
who embraced the South Koreans 
are also culpable, since the fact that 
South Korean companies were over- 
borrowed was well known. Here 
you have an example of the conıbi« 
nation of Asian deviousness and 
Western shortsightedness, which is 
the central issue raised by the finan- 
cial troubles of the last few months. 

The East Asian economies have 
been in world competition. Their 
firms have driven companies in 
other countries to the wall, and thelr 
investments have created sub- 
gidiaries of critical importance to the 
economies of whole regions around 
the giobe. What is beginning to be 
learnt about the Japanese and South 
Korean economies suggests that 
this wag done to some extent under 
false pretences. In part, East Asian 
firms may have been operating on 

the basis of loans that ought not to 
have been niade, by institutions 
which did not actually ‘have. the 
money. With credit they ought not 
to have had, and with their known 
tradition of ignoring shareholders, 
no wonder market share could be 
pursued so ruthlessly. 


Opinion is sharply divided, as so often in our 
attitudes towards ا‎ case for 0 ا‎ 
ia put strongly. Beijing sill manages to a 
macro-economic grip, Inflation has been brought 
down to almost zero, there ig a healthy export bal- 
ance and enviable foreign reaerves. Though deval- 
uation elsewhere may make Chinese production 
costs lesa competitive on the coast, they are still 
much cheaper inland, Most investment already in 
place is long-term and much of it infrastructural, 
while mare la beginning to move into the central 
and western reglona. China may actually attract 
some funds diverted by uncertainty from other 
Aslan destinations. China is also insulated be- 
cause the renminbi is not fully convertible — 
though the goal, paradoxically, is to make it go. 
The leadership is aware of the need for political as 
well as economic change, though it takes it slowly, 
There may be poverty, but China has no urban 
alums comparable with those elsewhere in the 
‘Third World. 

The opposite view is put with equal force: “WII 
China be next?", asks an international news maga- 
zine, which not so long ago was predicting that the 
Chinese economy would overtake that of the US, 
Bad ioans in the financial sector total 16 (o 30 per 
cent of annual gross domestic product, depending 
on the esimate. Banks continue to hand out cheap 
money to stale enterprises whose assets are being 
stripped through the back door. Ten million urban 
workers have been laid off on partial wages or 
pone at all. The ligh rate of growth conceals 
corruption and waste — far too much has gone 
into real estate. The sharp cirop in iuflation reflects 
the piling up of huge unwanted inventories. 
Income polarisation in what was once a relatively 
equal society continues to grow, All of this com- 
bines with a political system that lags dangerously 
far behind. 

These contrasting views are not s0 much in 
cunflict as they may appcar at first glance. China's 
fundamental strengths should not be under- 
estimated — forecasts of collapae have been 
disproved nıany times. Put crudely, China İs large 
enough to absorb a degree of social unrest and 
inequality that would be destabilising in a smaller 
country. The investment of the past 20 years into 
new infrastructure has created a motor for contin- 

ued economic growth. But the flaws are there, 
deeply embedded in a society still full of contra- 
dictions. The crisis raging In the region won't 
ensily go away and should focus minds powerfully 
1n Beijing. 


Choking on the 
Czech medicine 


HE TRANSITION was supposed to be as 
smooth a8 the revolution had been velvet, But 
the Czech Republic is no exception to the post- 
communist rule: market economics is not a magle 
solution, Vaclav Klaus won Western applause for 
his tough approach, and was barely criticiaed 
when he set the separatist atyle by breaking with 
Slovakia. He has now stepped down after a scandal 
over parity financing, rather than because of policy 
failures. But it is the wider loss of public confi- 
dence that has forced his hand, The overvalued 
Czech currency waa savaged by speculators, who 
took advantage of lax controls that Mr Klaus, an 
admirer of Milton Friedman, was reluctant to regu- 
late. His approach to privatisation was modelled 
on Margaret Thatcher: his famous voucher ap- 
proach was equally unsuccessful in generating 
popular capitalism. Instead the shatea were 
bought up by banka and investment funda, enlarg- 
Ing the country’s inefficlent — and increasingly 
corrupt — industrial-financial complex. Foreign 
commentators are now saying that his reforms 
should have been more ruthless. Many Czechs feel 
that the ınedicine, not the patlent, should be 
blamed. 

It may seem unfair to berate the Czech Republic 
for failing to achieve what now seems increasingly 
the mirage-like goal of a successful post.conımu- 
niat transformation. Yet a more critical approach 
earlier on might have. been more helpful. The repu- 
tation of the other Vaclav — President Havel — las 
also heen tarnished by an unedifying financial row 
over his share of a family property, and by an over- 
hasty aecand marriage. But Mr Havel stlll retains 
much of tire huge moral authority he gained in op- 
position to the old regime. It ia a sign of his 
strength — and the Czech Republics coninuing 
weakness — that in splte of his poor health he atill 
seems irreplaceable, 


The new global 
Aids epidemic 


ORLD AIDS Day dawned this week on two 

different epidemica. Epidemic one, in the 
developed world, sees an Alds plague that has not 
gpread as fast or as fiercely aa first predicted. 
There are fewer people dying, fewer people catch- 
ing Aids, fewer reported HIV infections. These 
reductions should be celebrated. Preventive 
health campaigns as well as the new anti-retroviral 
drug combinations are working. Even people with 
HIV are living longer, But epidemic two, in the 
devcloping world, is spreading on an almost 
unimaginable global scale. Last weeks report from 
the joint United Nationa Programme on HIV/Alds 
and the World Health Organisation (WHO) set out 
the grim facts: there are 3O million people world- 
wicle with HIV or Alda, and an estimated 2.3 mil- 
lion people will die from the virus thia year — 
marking an increase of 5O per cent on last year's 
flgures. In a little more than a decade, all the gains 
that health workers have achieved through clean 
water projects, better sanitation and wider imnıu- 
nigntlon programmes are being wiped out, African 
countrlea that have added 20 years to life 
expectancy since independence have suffered a 
brutal reversal of thi progress. Poor countries 
have become even poorer, while the better-off are 
better off. 

The number of people in the United States dying 
from Aids dropped last year for the first ime since 
records began in 1981. Aids cases in western 
Europc are expected to drop by 30 per cent this 
year. Fuudamentalists who opposed Britain’s lib- 
eral approach — safe gex campaigns and free 
ncedlle exchanges for drug users — should look at 
how ınany more pcople died elsewhere, The US, 
where needle exchanges were hanned, has hacl far 
ligher nıurtality rates. Neither France uor Spuin 
achievecl the samc ligh-profîle safe acx campaigns: 
proportionately, France has lıad three timea as 
many Aids cases and Spain seven tinea as many. 
One major problem facing health workers in the 
West is supporting the increased number of 
pcople surviving HIV. Other warnings need to be 
heeded: the pew combined drug therapy ls not 
ensy. Some 30 per cent find tlıemselves unable to 
survive the rigour of the regime. The fall in the 
number of infections ls unlikely to be as dramatic 

next year. The successful new drug combination 
could easily suffer a reverat as new resistances 
emerge. 

But it la the Third World where despair sets In. 
Even if a vaccine is discovered, the developing 
world’s prohlem will not be over. Traditional vac- 
cines are no use İn developing countrics because 
they are unable to store them (lacking fridges in 
the villages), distribute ıem or even afford them. 
The new combination drugs cost $17,000 per 
patient per year. Many developing nations spend 
less than $10 per patient per year, Yet there are 
lessons to be learned. Even in the West, preven- 
ton has been more important than cure. Local 
health promotion campalgns have worked in coun: 
tries such as Uganda. More investment in tradi- 
tional health programmes — immunisation, clean 
water, better sanitatlon — will produce a popula- 
tion more resistant to the virus, New research pro- 
grammes among Africans with natural immunity 
may achieve a breakthrough, although the gap 
between identifying a remedy and “bottling” it 
remains wide. The French are right to push for a 
worldwide fund to combat Aids. [ronically, the 
biggest threat to the Third World could be the 
retreat of Aids in the West and the complacency 
that it would almost certainly breed. 


Asia’s meltdown 
shakes Beijing 


HEN the Aslan Miracle shone high in the 

heavens, China was its brightest star. Now 
there is anxlous speculation nbout whether the 
Chinese economy can avoid plunging with it to the 
carth. The question İs taken seriously in Beijing. 
Last month, a top-level conference met to send tle 
message that the financial aystem will be bolstered 
up. This month, Beijing plaıus another conference 
to reverse the slide İn planned foreign investment 
mto joint ventures, President Jiang Zemin has 
ordered a special study of the Asiar crisis. Are 
these signs of panic or of precaution? 


Mobsters 
Indicted for 
Stock Fraud 


Sharon Walsh In New York 


EADERS of two of the city’s 

most notorloua crime fami- 
llea and their associates, lwo 
corporate executives andi a half 
dozen stockbrokers were in- 
dicted last week on eriminal 
charges of manipulating stock 
prices for thelr own benefit. 

The indictments describe 
alleged mobsters from the Geno- 
vesc and Bonanno familles using, 
intimidation and threats ugainst 
the family of one exceutive tn 
keep him in line. 

Nineteen pvople were chargiucl 
with 29 countu of wrongdoing. 
including racketcering, extor: 
tion, securities fraud andl bank 
fraudl, but there were no charges 
of violent crime. 

“The markets must be isnlatecl | 
from the influence of organizecl 
crimıc," aaid Mary Jo White, 
U.S. attorney for the Southern 
Distrirt of New York. “Thoy mint 
be stoppecl before they’ fet i1 
foothold on Wall Strec." 

She said that her office believes 
the attenıpta of organized erime tı 
invade Wall Street ure “relatively 
isolated, and do not threaten lhe 
overall stability of our markcts." 
Neverthcless, she called lhe 
case “extremely troubling." 

‘The mobsters inflated thc 
price of the stock of HealthTech 
International Inc., a Mesa, 
Arizonn, health and fitness firın 
tirat 1a traded on tlhe Nasdaq 
Stock Market, and profited by 
aelling the stock at the higher 
price, the {indictment said. 

‘Tens of thousands of shares 
were given to the mobsters by 
top HealthTech officials Gordon 
Hall and Joe Kirkham, wlıo were 
indicted laat week and arrested 
in Arizona, prosecutors sald. 

In return for the gift of tlie 
atock, the crime families used 
mob-controlled brokers, whonı 
they bribed and threatened, at 
the Wall Street firm of Meyers 
Pollock Robina Inc., to sell (he 
stock, the indictment snid. Six 
brokers of Meyers Pollock also 


.| were indicted. 


“The mob has ihever seen a 
market they didn't want to mani- 
ulate,” sald James K. Kallatrom, 


‘assistant director in charge of 
‘the FBI's New York office, noing . 


that in the past that had included 
the garment induistry, waste haul- 
ink and the produce markets. 
There have been published ا‎ 
reports that thé U.S, attorney's of 
fice, the FBI and other 
are invtstigating lip to 18 cases 
of fraud Involving stocks traded 
on the Nasdaq Stqek Market. 


Er. 


Rosario Gangî, ilۍšo‎ known as . 
“Rosal,” a “capo,” or éupervi- 
sor, iti the Genovesè family, and . 
Frahk Lino, kriiown as “Curly,” a ` 
caþo in the Bohatno family, con: : 
trolled the acheimie, according to 


` the indictment. Both were re- 
'leased on $1 milllon ball se- ' ' 


cured by property after being 


arrall lgmed laat week. 


Gang and Lino Could rëcelve 
up to 40 years in prison if con- 


‘vieted of the rackete 


charges, Others indicted in the - 


gress would be willing to appropriate. | fraud could get up to 20 yearsa.' 


ت 


residents Suharto of Indonesia and Kim of South Korea, along with prime minister Haslıimoto of 


PHOT LIMIMASA MAYANSA 


wlio disagrees sharply with Ihe eon. 
sensus İn (avor of oriholox [rew 
markel ceonomics, Malaysia's 
Mahathir Mohamecl, exhortcrl his 
vcollagucs lo consider impusiny 
controls over currency speculation. 

In a news conference afler the 
APEC ınceting, Mahathir nıain- 
tained that he “didn"l stand alone" in 
favoring such restrictions, But ac- 
coring to Tarullo, Mahathir's pro 
posal drew several objections from 
other teaders about the impossibil- 
ity and undesirability of limiting cap- 
ital flow across national borders. 

lt is significant that Asia is now 
backing the IMF as the logical lead 
institution In coordinating interna- 
tional rescues. 

Only a couple of weeks ago, olfi- 
clals from several Aslan natlona 
were abuzz with the idea of an 
“Asian fund," to be capitalized with 
$100 billlon in funds furnished 
mastly by Japan, to finance bailouts. 
But the proposal came under fierce 
criticism from officials in the Uplted 
States, who feared that such a fund 
woull be used by financially 
strapped countries to obtain cash to 
dûde themselves over rather than 
submit to the diacipline of the IMT, 


Except for peacekeeping, which is 
paid for by separate assessments on. 
the members, the United Nations’: 
regular operating ‘budget ls set for 
$2.53 billion for 1998-99. THe’United 
Nations budgets for tero-year periods. ` 

The slzable U.S. arrears for both | 


the regular budget and peacekeer- | 
lug have been building rapidly dur 
ing the 1990s because Congress has ' 
balked at paying. As of October 31, 
the' United Nations 'calculated the 


U,S. debt at $1.37 billion, or 61 pêr, 


‘cent of the $2.3 billon tol owed By” 
delinquent rıembers. Primarily be- 
calıse of a dispute about how much 
‘the United States ‘should be. 
‘charged for’: peacekeeping,  Con- 
;Î gress hãs insieted that the U:S, debt 

1g less than $1 billion.’ A 


"Now, in tying to find 4' way to 


repair at least part of the' damage, 
Sklar sald the administration is hop- 
ng to find a money figure that the 


U.N. members would accept, at least 
for the moment, as a down payment 
dn the U.S. arrears and that Con- 


Perhaps the most compelling mes 
sage (leliveredl at {he xummıil came 
from Mexican President Ernesto 
Zelillo, who toll lis fellow leaclers 
how his country was enterging 
heallhier and more financially stable 
two year's alter a disastrous slide in 
the peso pushed the country into 
one ofits worst slumps in history. 

Zedillo said that when a crisis 
erupts, “in Lhe short term, the most 
importanl thing thal can be done is 
to give reassurance to markets, to 
investors that the economy İn ques- 
tion İş going to be placed on a sound 
footing," according to Dan Tarullo, 
Clinton's assistant for international 
economic policy, who attended the 
session. 

Zedillo's comments, according to 
Tarullo, dramatized the sentiment for 
endorsing IMFatyle restructuring as 
the best reınedy for countries that 
find Investors losing confidence In 
thelr economies. The IMF typically 
requires borrowing governments tO 
reduce wasteful subsidies, elinıinate 
pork-barrel projects, close insolvent 
banks and adopt other politically un- 
popular belt-tightening measures. 

Yet another Important moment 
came when the one APEC leader 


Congress Stymies Bid to Cut U.N. Dues 


EEO EEE : 
John M. Goahko in New Yörk the chances of dong this during 


1998 are nil. But 'we're plowing , 


ahead with 'ani eye toward getting 


ûur dues lowered in 1999 or 2000,” 


Sklar said’ that the setback in 


Qctaber was further proof of how 
deeply Congress and the U.N, mis- 
trust each other. He referred to in- 
grained suspicion on Capltol Hill of .| ' 
the world body's willingness’ to. 
make far-reaching reforms and the 
miember states’ growing conviction 
that no matter how many conces- 


sions are made to the United States, i 


it will continue to live up to itê ilck- ı 
name here of “Uncle Deadbeat.” 
*The key now is to find a mecha- ' 
nism that wil! stop this Alphonse 
and Gaston act of each side insisting . 
that the other go first,” Sklar said. 
“We have to find a mechanism that ; 
will allow us, more or less simulta ' 
neously, ‘to make an ' arrears pay- 
ment and get 
knocked down,” 


the assessment 


` tê other U.N. mer 
bers to cut our dues," U.S, Ambas- . 
sador Bill Richardson said at the 


Japan, hear calls for action to case their crises at the APEC summit in Vancouver 


taltering neighbors, Bul (lespite 
Japan's economic stagnation ancl 
deepening financial difficulties, Ihe 
conservative finance ministry Has 
long resistecl calls for stimulative 
nallcics such as iax cuts. Au 
Hashinıoto asserted after the sıını- 
mit ended that Japan was not so 
smug as to assume it could play a 
locomotive role, 

"We are certainly not arrogant 
enough to tlıink that we can take 
the role of locomotive for Asia,” 
Hashimoto said after thle APEC 
meeting. His comments were secu 
as a humble admission that mighty 
Japan's troubles run so deep that it 
cannot lend much of a hand to its 
neighbors. 

“It's an extraordinary statement," 
said John Neuffer, a political analyat 
with Mitsui Marine Research Inc, in 
Tokyo. “What a turnaround for the 
country. Japan is turning inward.” 

“This summit gave a clear signal 
that the region will silck to the 
course of market orientation, liber 
alization, and sensible economic 
policies,” sald C. Fred Bergsten, di- 
rector of the Institute for Interna- 
tional Econornics and an architect of 
APEC's free-trade vislon. 


sional leaders and U.N. officlals. .| 
‘Their efforts were aimed at pulling 
the Unfted Nations back from ‘the ' 


brink of bankruptcy while obtaining 
agreement from the 184 other mem- 


ber states to cut the U.S. share of the . 
annual regular budget from 25 per, 


cent — the largest amount assessed 


on any country — to 22 percent, .' ` 


“This will make it near Impossible 


time. “The Congress has sent me 


into battle to lower our dues scales 
without even a slingshot.” 

That gloomy assessment was: 
reaffirmed by 
Richardson's deputy for U.N, re- 
form and management issues, In an 
. interview, he said: “Before Con 
gress. upset: the apple ‘cart, we 
thought there was a better than 
even chance of getting this ‘done 
within the next few months. Now 


Richard Sklar, 
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Paul Blustein In Vancouver 


OR ANYONE hoping that the 
Asia-Pacific leadera meeting 
here last week woukl do 
something to solve Asin's burgeon- 
ing financial crisis, the summiteers 
offered this much: a commitment to 
avoid making a bad situntiot worse. 

It was an awkward posilion for 
the Asia-Pacific Econonıic Coopera- 
tion forum, a bocdly (ledicaled tu 
liberalizing trade among 18 Pacific 
Rim nations, mcluding the Unite 
Sates, Canada, Japan and China. 
Thrust into the role of reacting lo 
tle financial upheaval afflicting 
some of Asian's fastest-growing 
teonunmies, the natiunal ladlers 
responcled with a collective promise 
that they weren aboul to embark 
on a course that woulil spnuk the 
financial markets even mur: than 
they already are. 

By giving their blessing: lu a strat- 
vgy allowing the International Man- 
tlary Furl to call the shuts un how 
lo assist financially besiegecl coun- 
tries, President Clinton and his 
fellow APEC leaders assured the 
markels that nations such 4s South 
Korea won't be bailed oul unless 
they take tough and painful actions 
to restructure their economics, 

And by agreeing to eliminate 
trade barriers quickly in several 
industrles, including cheınicals and 
Cnvironntental equipınent, the leacl- 
ers made it clear that they will stick 
to their goal of opening markets in 
the region, rather than react to the 
crisis by turning inward and protec- 
Uouist, 

Still, as helpful as such messages 
may be in dispelling the worst fears 


of international investors, the lead- 


ers were in no position to provide a 


comprehensive) solution, And the 


meeting produced some letdowns 
a3 well. 


Most prominent among these 


Was Japan's coolness toward a U.S. 
plea for Tokyo to act as the region's 
economic "locomotive" and help 
pull the region's troubled eco- 
nomieg out of danger. 


Clinton urged Japan's prime min- 


ister, Ryutaro Hashimoto, to spur 
growth In Japan's vast domestic 
market and thereby help amellorate 
e crisis by creating more demand 


r the goods produced by Japan's 


ONGRESS' refusal to pay the 
almost $1 billlon the United 


€ U.N. budget next year and has 
The administratioi's 
the long-festering dispute 
Clober 13 when the Republican- 
ite House aver abortion 
- A new attempt to obtain 
money cannot be made before 
when Congress will con- 


plemental spending bill, 
negotiations 


Slates owes the U ited N: 
dashed the Clinton: r 
e of reducing the U.S, share of 


forced admin} 

look instead to 19000 

resol 

U.S. dues was derailed on‏ 0 ا 
dent | |. contro]‏ 

pr : n 1 House capped a battle 


WY refusing to include $826 million 


(November 2)» lf 
ا‎ ti rears İn a foreign opera- 


Next year, 
Sider a sup 


3 1 1 
mûnthg gf oc iOnal actlon ruined 


dong the administration, congres- 
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When Chirac told television view. 
ers on July 14 that he, as president, 
had “the final say" in governmenl, 
Jospin read out the constitution to 
him al the following cabinet meel- 
ing. Since lhat skirmish, which 
established the rules of the game, 
Chirac has regularly issued 
"warnings", “recommendations” and 
"reservations" about government 
measures and plans. He has done 
so behind the closed doors of cabi: 
net meetings, but always subse 
quenlly revealed the tenor of his 
remarks, 

Most of the time, it has been the 
ministers concerned who have 
taken respousibilily for answering 
his charges. But on this occasion, a5 
happened with tlıe Moscow incident, 
it was Jospin who clecided to defend 
himself — and to counterattack. 

Jospin felt that Chirac's sly little 
reınark in Luxembourg broke the 
rule that France should speak wilh 
one voice, and decided that it 
should not happen again. Sources 
close to him point out that if the 
problem of cohabitation is clragged 
into summit meelinys, France's 
credibility will suffer. 

Jospin also wantecl lo impress on 
lhe presidenl thal he could not 
expecl incessantly lo criticise gov 
ernmiênl devisiuns wilhuut attrat 
ing return fire, The prime minister 
chose to do so in frunt of bis a 
tivisls al Lhe party vunference. Rul 
he also 10 doubt saw hinself as the 
leer uf û ruling nijurily respond 
RE to a uppusiliun leader wha Ut 
sisls un (irin birbs il bim. 

(November 25) 


Burma’s junta shuffles pack | Pollution threatens World Cup venue 


down 3O years ufo," SAYS 
Bonnemains, “People can't r€- 
ally remember much about how 
il functioned. But what we do 
know is that the dry diatillation 
of one tonnc of coal produces 
50-70 kg of coal tar and almost 
150 litres of licıuid ammonia, 
not to mention derivatives ike 
naphthas, phenol and benzol. 
At one point there were fears 
that an explosive cocktall of 
chemicals was present in the 
soil, Hence the aecrccy Sur" 
rouncling the borings. People. 


working on the foundations have |: 


detecled (he presence of hydre 
carbona, coal tnr, ammonia 
even, İt in rumoured, cyanide: 
It is algo claimed that when û 
fire at a nearby Total factory WS 
put oul in 1968 an enormous 
quantity of solvents sank deep 
into the grounal, In France: the 
polluter paye. Guz de France» 
which operated the Cornillon 
gns station, footed the bill fof ® 
survey of lhe soil’'s condition 
and the recommended depo, 
tion processes, 
Total says it haa done the . 
same, but refuses to accept ff. 
sponsibility for any pollution %.. 


the water table, The pollution. ; 


problem haa bumped up (he ® 
ofthe Stade de France by so". 
200 million, francs ($35 mik 
lion). Robin des Bois arid saf. 
senior civil servants feel that 
the extra expense could 
been avoided by a more 
approach. 


was.such a stench that a mask- . 


filled in and the, resulta of the , 


„. Af A resul, no one ow kıipws 


the broad-based agreement of soci- 
ely at large, the effectiveness of the 
fight against unemployment may be 
impaired by the instability of em- 
ployment policy provisions ancl the 
mirage of risky experiments,” 

Chirac was clearly attacking the 
introduction of the 35-hour working 
week: he had already made it clear 
he had a low opinion of the youth 
employment scheme to create 
350,000 government-backed jobs. 
When asked to be nıore specific, 
Chirac made a joke about “ulterior 
motives" that had been attributert to 
him and said: “The prime minister 
will agree with me that risky experi- 
ments should at all costs be avoicled." 

Questioned on television live 
from Luxembourg on November 21, 
Jospin responded with an appar- 
ently harmless quip: “Who could be 
better qualified to interpret the 
president's remarks than the presi- 
dent himself?” End of episode. 

But the scrap was not over, Jospin 
changed his tone when giving his 
final speech as first secretary of the 
PS in Brest. There were several rea- 
sons for his shift of tack. The first 
was û principle already invoked by 
Jospin on the occasion of an earlier’ 
run-in with Chirac over cohabitation: 
that you do not conıment on French 
policy when you nre abroad. Hr wan 
unhappy wben lhe president, (hurin 
a trip lo Russi ip September, crili- 
cised lhe way lh French privalistt- 
tion programıne had slowed dluwn. 


against the problem of Burma's Î Michel Dallonl got round the problem by siting 

e © een! minorities, with whonı the military it at ground level. 
| hes signed some precarious temp- HE decision in 1993 to opt Robin des Bolis's fear is that 

N THE past two weeks the | orary ceasefires, for the Cornillon site in the water table could rise if there 

Burmese junta, chiely motivated At the same time, the generals | Salnt-Denls on the outskirts were heavy rainfall or flooding 
by a desire to hang on to power, has | are still reluctant to engage in an | of Paris as the location for the (the Seine river is a stone's 
been busy doing some window- | open dialogue with Suu Kyi, whose | future Stade de France, venue throw from the site), or that 
dressing. The latest exanıple wasits | National League for Democracy | of the 1998 World Cup, was there could be gas emissions 


during a heat wave. 

‘The Cornlllon gaswarka, 
which was bullt in 1912, pro- 
duced gas for lighting, then for 
heating, over a period of nore 
than 6Û years. Ita coal-fired 
process caused serioua pollu- 
tlon of the soll and water table. 
One solution waa to reuse ihe 
waste and turn it into oils, fungûi- 
celdes, fertiliser and ao on. The 
trouble wae that this produced 
even worse pollutants. 

When the then prime minia- 
ter, Edouard Balladur, decidecl 
in October 1993 to locate the 
Stade de France at the Cornitlon 
alte, much to the annoyance of 
Melun-Senart, tbe town in the 
Seine-et-Marne département 
that lıad been chosen by Michel 
Rocard's previous government, 
the authorities already knew the 
site was polluted, but did not 
imagine the situation was as bad 
as it turned out to be, 

“From 1994 on, people living 
on the alte told us there was 
sometimes a smelî of rotten 
eggs, which is typical of ammo- 
nia pollution,” says Bonne- 
mains. “Boring work carried 
out early in 1995 proyed that 
ammonia was present, There 


ing product that amelt of chew- 


ing gum had to be sprayed qver .. 


the alte. The hole was quickly 
boring hushed up,” . 


exactly what chemicals are pre- 
gent in the soil and in the-water 


' [ table, “The gasworks cloaed . 
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The prickly business of sharing power 


NNE PEUT FAS ÊTRE. 
Reston DE LA RÉPUBLIQUE. 
ET CHEF DE LOfFOSITION ! 


One can't be both president and leader of the opposition 


were attending a specinl European 
Union jobs summit that Jospin had 
helped to organise during the meet- 
ing of European leaders in Amster 
dam in June. Just before leaving 
Paris for Luxembourg, Chirac gave 
Jospin n cupy of what he was going 
to say al the meeting. 

His text slressecl that “without 


preceded by much dithering on 
the part of the government. That 


meant there was no time to carry 


out satisfactory borings of the 
subsoil. As a result, it was only 
when preliminary work on the 
atadlum — auch a8 earth re- 
moval and the digging of foun- 
dations — got under way that it 


was revealed that the site, earlier 


occupied by a huge coal-fired 
gasworks, was more polluted 
than had been thought. 

Further fears were aroused in 
mid-November when the Stade 
de France's turf turned yellow. 
Did this mean the pitch itself 
was under threat from major 
pollution of the water table? The 
official explanation was that the 
grass had been damaged when 
it was mown just after being 
sprinkled with a substratum 
of crushed volcanic rock and 
quartz sand. 

Robin des Bols (Rabin Hood), 
an environmental protection 
organisation often consulted 

by the government on projects 
involving the reclaiming of 
polluted land, saya it cannot 
understand why the Stade de , 
France's pitch ia designed to be 
11 metres below ground level, 
and just above a possibly pol- 
luted water table. 

“In theory, when you don't 
know much about a site, the 
best thing is to dig as little as 


possible,” saya Jacky Bonne-. . 


mains of Robin des Bols. The 

eminent architect, Jean Nouvel 
says that his design for the sta: 
dium, which was turned down, 


Chirac, who was in French 
Guiana when Jospin counter- 
attacked, refused to acd fuel to the 
flames. Sources close to the presi- 
dent sail ıe was nol interested in 
gelling involved in "pulitical squab- 
bling back home", 

The spat had started in Luxeın- 
bourg, where Chirac and Jospin 


swept to a landslide victory at the 
1990 general election. The resulting 
assembly has never been allowed to 


converte, 


In the meantime, human rights 
violations by the army and the İn- 
creasing production of opium have 
not made life any easier for the 
Association of Southeast Asian Na- 
tons (Asean), which Burma joined 


İn July. 


The controversy over Burma's 
membership resulted in the post- 
poneınent of a meeting due to be 
held in Bangkok on November 17 
between Asean. and the European 
Union. The problem could well crop 
up again over’ the second summit 
between Asean and the EU, sched- 
uled to be held in London in April 


1998. 


Tl is true that Suu Kyi was nutho- 
rised to celebrate the anniversary of 
the first student strike against the 
British colonial administration in 
1920, whiclı is now Burına's national 
holiday. But the president of the 
junta, General Tlıan Shwe, issued a 
ınessage on that occaslon in which 
he attacked — while avoiding any 
mention of Suu Kyi's nane — 
"those who lack patriotism and do 
not respect the dignity of their’ own 
nation”, and aceusecl “neocolonial- 
interfere in 


ists" of trying to 
Burma's internal affairs. 


But although the junta has iried 
to consolidate its position by re- 
organising itself, it has not yet 
opened up the lines of conmunica- 
tion to the opposition, something 
that Western countries have urged 


it to do. 
{November 26) 


decision to allow the leading opposi- 
tion figure, Aung San Suu Kyi, ta 
celebrate Burma's national holiday, 
November 24, at her home in the 
company of foreign diplomats and 


On November 15, the State Law 
Restoration Council 
(Slorc), the official name of the mili- 
tary junta that has run the country 
since 1988, was replaced by a State 
Council 


A numher of army officers 
approaching retiement age, some 
of whom are suspected of corrup- 
tion, gavc way to younger ald sup- 

nien. 
Shwe, 
Maung Aye and Khin Nyunt, who 
have been leading members of the 
millary regime for some years, 


Thre junta clearly felt the tine had 
come lo inject a new sense of pili 
pose Into Burmese political life. The 
economy's recovery in ihe early 
ninelies has petered out. For rea- 
sons that have nothing to do with 
the financial crisis in the region, the 
Burnıese kyat has depreciated by al- 
most 50 per cent this year. Inflation 


to promote 
which 
came to an end this month, was riot 
a success, And around $6 billion of 
forelgn investment committed since 
1989 has notably failed to galvanise 


COMMENT 
Ollvier Biffaud 


AS there been a sudden 

change in the power 

sharing arrangement be- 
tween Frances prime minister, 
Lionel Jospin, and its president, 
Jacques Chirac? Or does their “co- 
habitation" still operate according to 
the guidelines that the two protago- 
nists laid down at the start? The lat 
est skirmish between Jospin and 
Chirac suggests that the firal hypo- 
thesis is the right one. 

The prime minister's office 
prefers the second, and quotes the 
old adage: "Gatlıer lhistles, expect 
prickles." François Hollande, the 
new first secretary of the Socialist 
parly (PS), has been urging people 
not to “overdramatise” the clash 
between the two nıen. 

When Jospin found himself once 
again under fire from Chirac, he 
decided on this occasion to respond 
in @ robust yet witty manner, On 
November 21 Chirac had warned 
against “risky experiments" on the 
social front, an implicil reference to 
the 35hour working week Ihat 
Jospin has pleclgecl to introcluce by 
2000, In his closing speech at {he PS 
conference in Br'cst two (lays later, 
.lospin referred 1o the “risky exper 
meut” carriecl oul by Chirac in the 
spring, when he called a snap elec- 
tion whiclı his party lost. 


around 300 of her supporters. 


and Order 


Law and Development 
(SLDC). 


posedly more dynamic 
However, Generals Than 


kept their jobs. 


is running at 40 per cent. 
The cantpaign 
Burma's “tourism year”, 


Burma's still shaky economy. 

After spending more than nine 
years in power, the junta has failed 
to give the country 4 constitution. 
Every attempt to do so has run up 


on @ constitution giving hiın sweep- 
ing powers. Officially, 95 percent of 
Belarusans voted yes, Opponents 
cried fraud; and see Belarus sink- 
ing into a long-term dictatorship. 
They dispute only low strict the 
rule will be, 

"For now, it is softcore Stalin- 
isim," said Yuri Hashevatsky, who 
made a satirical documentary abouı1 
Lıkashenko that has never been 
shown. "You feel the tension grow. 
People have their houses searched 

.. Police beat demonstrators. 
Whether he will cross lines into 
bloodshed is another ınatter." 

The West has lirnited leverage onı 
Belarus. The World Bank and Inter- 
national Monetary Fund give no 
loans to the country and Belarus's 
role as a strategic problem ended 
when it agreed in 1992 to surrencler’ 
ifs store of nuclear weapons. 
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ty provlicies lqng term Investmént opportunities, 
Glyrrent period of equlty market volatlllty 
vestment opportunities, particularly ‘In the smaller. 
here real value can now be found. 
Since 1998, amaller companleé have 
counterparts. The environment for smalle 
In the US and Europe. Ini the US, Investors 
` 'valuatlon gap’ between larger'and smaller cı 
م‎ In Europe, change Ié oréating oj 
uropean Industry becoming acceasll 


ndarperformed thelr larger 
rete remains dynamic 
are already foguslng on the . 
ompanlas. : . : 
þpörtunIty. With large sections of . 
.Industr Ble. to Investors, for the first time, 
ugh new share issues, the. range of ‘smaller, company „Investment 
.`. QPpûrtunitiss has naver been greater, .., : 


st 


Korbut, the finance minister, 
echoed the sentiment, He argued 
that tlıere was no opposition in 
Belarus, only "informal groups” — 
the phrase dates to Soviet times — 
who criticize Belarus abroad. 

This is the platform of Luka- 
shenko, 42, who won the 1994 
presidential election with a pledge 
to clean up government. He gained 
notoriety by praising Hitler for 
building a “mighty Germany" and 
suggesting that he would exercise 
presidential power tle same way. 

Lukashenko justifies crackdowns 
on the press on tlie grounds that 
Belarus is surrounded by enemies. 
A year ago, he dissolved the parlia- 
ment and arranged a referendum 
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bere,” said Edouard Eiden, a private 
consultant who helped devise ilıc 
economic program, "Our people are 
not ready to have a small class of 
rich people and wait for this class to 
make others rich," he continued, 
“We don't, for instance, consider 
inflation a crime. We print money 
because it is ridiculous to make 
reforms at the expense of paying 
salaries," 

. This approach also applies to poli 
tics, he contended, although he 
seemed iunhappy to pursue the sub- 
ject. After inunbling something 
about the room possibly being 
bugged, he said, "Let's give the peo- 
ple something to eat and then well 
talk about democracy." 
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Short term market volatility has not changed our 
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Leaders March Into Soviet-Era Pa 


Daniel Witllams In Minsk 


ERHAPS nowlıere in the for- 

mer Soviet Union does the 

sceat of the old USSR. 
. | seem stronger thaıt in this poor and 
<, struggling East European country, 
أ‎ 


In Minsk, the climate is as Soviet 
as the sky is gray. The government- 
run Belarus Hote] has security 
guards checking identification at 
the entrance, waiters wlıo spend 
ınore time watclıing television than 
serving patrons and discos where 
handfuls of patrons dance a two-step 
to whatever music İs playing. 
Foreign investment is stymied by 
uncertainty over the direction of the 
economy and politics. Last year, for- 
eign investment totaled $53 million, 
compared with more than $3 billion 
iı neighboring Poland. Theè World 
Bank ranks Belarus 115th of 135 
countries on the basis of business 
attraction. 
“There will be no shock therapy 


7 
4 
2 


1 
١ 
۰ 
أ‎ 
3 


6 
س 
ك 
2 


1 
1 


view about the merits of 


1 
1 
1 
1 
٠ 
ا‎ 


1 
13 


Fund offers a diversified 


opportunities wherever 
Quinness Flight 


7 
ر 
ت 
7 


: oontinental Europe. 


. Quinnens Fight Fund Managers 
Fax +440}1481 712085. Intêrnat: 


President Alexander Lııkashenko, is 
ıying to command economic 
growth into existence by decrceing 
iha! everyone in Belarus work to- 
ward a 3 percent increase in indus- 


ganıes between political dissidents 


1 

ا 

1 

! 

| Do you miss the cat-and-mouse 
| | the capital, where opposition ac- 
1 


ırial production. 


and KGB agents? Come to Minsk, 


tivists mıeet secretly to pass around 
underground tracts an videotapes, 
Are you looking for government-run 
lowwage, low-production busi- 
nesses? Dozens of factories here are 
dependent on subsidies and make 
gros almost no one wants. 
Welcome to the time warp, 
The image of democracy and free 
markets marching in lockstep is the 
rolitical cliche of the post-Cold War 
90s. But some couniries, irclud- 
ig this one, are nıarching in a dif 
ferent lirection, 
„ Belarus is not the only former So- 
tiet republic to practice strongman 
mlitics and retreat from liberal eco- 
` nies. Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Anmenia, Azerbaijan all have tıırnal 
hıck the clock tn same exlent. Bul 
dl of Belarus's neighbors have 
moved toward liberalization. 1n cen- 
nomics, Poland, Russia, Lithuania 
aad Ukraine clove into the free mar- 
TH cokl bath, and, despite lard 
e has etned 10 one- 
on rule ini 
| Ser ti reminiscent 
i Bl Human 


ا 


1 Rights Watch re 
0 in August that Belarus has 
trersed nearly all the advances in 
te field of Duman rights and rule of 
thal markecl the past decade. In 

1 lar, attacks on the press are 
: ilespread — from the beating of 
e e inspec- 
1 rass publishers, the 
uman rights group said. 
| 3 other claim to fane is 
| Union with Russia in a pact 
;| med last spring. Although stop 
Pg short of a formal merger, the 

! o Olterated the border between 
: 0 Countries. The agreement 
Belarus's inclination to 
economic sup- 


eeo- 
delat big brother'is 
| ln an entirely different 
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German Students 
Take To the Streets 


sympathy and support," Kohl said. 
“The states are responsible for 


Willlam Drozdlak In Berlin 


ا 

N THE latest burst of frustra- | education, not the federal govern- ASO of Washington area 

[ over Germany's failure to i ment.” schoolchildren bundled up 
atlapt to a fast-changing world, But the states say they are too 20,000 postcards from chil- 


strapped for cash to live up to their 
constitutional responsibility for edu- 
cation and insist that the federal 
government must come to tlıe 
rescue. 

Like other crises tlıat are brewing 
over taxes and pensions, the grid- 
lock has spawned growing disen- 
chantment among many Germans 
with their political leadership. In 
contrast to the American model, 
German colleges and universities 
offer free tuition to al] students. 
This has fueled enormous growth in 
the student population, which has 
nearly tripled in 20 years to almost 
2 million. There are few restrictions 
on length of study, so many stu- 
denis linger at ııniversities well past 
age 30. 

As governments have tied to 
rein in eclucation costs, the prollfer- 
ating muımber of students has de- 
pressed academic standards and 
caused such severe disparities thal 
in some places studenis outnumber 
professors by G90 to 1. Federal anl 
stale governments, which share the 
costs, say (he only alternative is to 
start charging fees, 

The specter of having to pay for 
thelr educalion turned tens of thou- 
sands of sludents into protesters in | -” 4 د‎ 
Frankfurt, Berlin and Bonn Jast | Thousands of German university students Prutesting against severe 
week. Demonstrations on such a overcrowding and underfunding rally in Bonn PHOTO. ARD WIEGMANN 1 
scale have not been seen here since 
the 1968 leftist revolt against what 
students denounced as decadent 
materialism in German society, 

These days, with unenıployment 
reaching nearly 12 percent of the 
work force, German students are in- 
terested in landing jobs and joining 
the ranks of society, not tearing it 
down. 

Fabian Wagner, 21, an engineer 
ing student, balked at the idea that 
he or his parents should pay for his 
college education. “Education nust 
be available to everyhody, not only 
to the children of the wealthy." 


the nation's universlty students took 
to the streels last week in the 
biggest wave of strikes and demonr- 
slrations in nearly three decades to 
protest fhe deteriorating quality of 
theîr eclucation. 

Once regarded among the 
world's temples of higher learning, 
Gernıan universities have lapsed 
into medigcrity through a combi- 
nation of sharp spending cults, 
overcrowded classcs, irrelevant re- 
search and lazy professors who 
enjoy Hfelimne tenure and guaran- 
teerl salaries. 

‘he cducation crisis is oflen 
cile as lhe ruot couse of Ger- 
mıany's troubles as Europe's largest 
economy sirugglcs to streamline its 
social welfare state, infuse new flex- 
ibility iı ossified institulions and 
CenCOUrAgE grealer personal 
initiative 10 cope with the cornpeti- 
tive challenges raised by global 
markets and lle communications 
revolution. 

"Germany is making a profound 
ınistakc, because we are slıort- 
changing our own future with an 
acatlemic syslenı that is totally un- 
adapted lo the Sist century,” said 
Hans Weiler, rector ol Europa Uni« 
versity iı the eastern border cily of 
Frauikfurt an der Oder, “It is per- 
haps the worst manifestation that 
slows the damaging effects of 
thinking the state should take care 
of everything." 

While the crisis deepeııs, the fed- 
eral and state governments are bick- 
ering over who is responsible. 
During a debate in parliament last 
week, Chancellor Helnut Kohl dis 
avowed any responsibility for tlie 
crisis and said the lack of university 
funding is the fault of Germany's 16 
state governnients, a majority of 
which are controlled by the apposi- 
tion Social Democrats, 

“Many of the students’ conı- 
plaints are justified and deserve our 


dren in Afghanistan, whose 
crayon drawings depicted the 
horrors of land mines, and 
delivered them to the White 
House last weekend hoping to 
persuade President Clinton to 
aign an international treaty this 
week banning the explosive 
devices. 

“Sign the land mine treaty!” a 
group of about 80 youngsters 
from the Afghan Academy, a 
cultural education program in 
Annandale, Virginia, chanted as 
they marched to the White 
House and then to the nearby 
New Executive Office Building 
to drop off bigs of the post- 
cards. 

‘The drawings on the postcards 
wert (lone ly schoolchildren 
fron the Afghan capital of Kabul, 
said Gail Snetro, of the Save the 
Children, which also is a ا‎ 
member of ıe U.S. Steering 
Commi to Ban Landmines, 

Sle suid the Afghanistan 
Campaign to Bun Landmines 
spent A year raising public 
awareness about the anli-land 
mine campaign and collecting 
the poslcards, which were 
provided by the iniernational 
campiign and pre-addressed to 
on. 
car Mr. President," the 
cards read, “Please sign the 
Ottawa Treaty to ban lundmines 
in December 1997. Afghan 

ren are depending on it." 

a really closing a very full 
circle," Snetro said of last 
Saturdays demonstration, “The 
children in Afghanistan ad- 
dressed the cards to President 
Clinton, and it was our obliga” 
tion to make sure they were de- 
livered to President Clinton.” 

One postcard featured a girl, 
with green eyes and clad in a red 
dress, atanding on one leg, lean’ 
ing on a wooden cane. Another 
showed a man walking out of a 
house, accompanied by a small 
dog, and atepping on a land 
mine. It explodes in a burat of 


But critics of German higher edıu- 
tation say the existing systenı is un- 
just because it places an unfair 
burden on those who do not get 
admitted to universities, since their 
taxes help subsidize the studies of 
those who gain the privilege of 
entry. 

German reformers say a Euro 
pean-level approach that creates a 
network of compatible universities 
across national borders may be the 
solution to Germany’s crisis and the . 
highereducation problems that 
France and other neighboring coun- 


tries also are experiencing, "Since 
1968, we have always been afraid of 
establishing elites," said Peler 
Glotz, a former Social Democratic 
politician who is the founding dlirec- 
lor of a new universily in Erlurl, 
"The quality difference belween 
Europe and America is that we now 
lack universities among the world's 
best. 

“The only way to overcome thal 
gap is to create something al a 
European level that would also hel) 
bring together our diverse political 
as well as academic cultures.” 


fund to set some of your folks up in 
business, even without set-asides,” 
“Sell to whom?,” 1 sald. “Who'rl 


Money Talks - and Names Names 


OPINION “And just what has that to do with “Are you finally catching on, or did | want a monument?” squiggly orange linea, Several 
entrepreneurship?" I asked. you just get lucky?” the cabbie said. “Does the name Bill Gates ring a Î showed pastoral scenes, a shady 

Wıifllam Raspberry “Be patient. Tm coming to that. | “The name ‘Redskins’ is offensive to | bell? You think he wouldn't like to | tree or a flower garden, seeded 
The New Orleans people just went | a lot of Native Americans. So what if | have a world famous obelisk named | with land mines. 

% AW YOUR column about Î and renamed the schools. Thats | the Washington NFL franchise got | for him? You think a certain media Clinton spent the holiday 

how black folk pay too much | civil rights. But look up the road at Î smart and sold the naming rights to | mogul who's married to Jane Fonda | weekend at Camp David and 

attention lo civil rights and not | what Maryland did with the new sta- | some of the tribes that are making a . Î wouldn't be interested in a dome- | did not see or hear the young. , 

encugh attention to business oppor- | diunı for the Baltimore Ravens foot | bundle off casinos? Maybe they'd be topped Ted Turner Memorial . demonstrators, who were de- 

tunities," the cabbie said, ball team. The state sold the team | backin the free-agent market.” scribed by organizers as “ttle 


1 thanked him for the compl 
ment, but he just went right on talk- 
ing. “Also saw the piece in your 
paper' about the Baltimore stadium,” 
he said. “And plıuıs İ saw the article 
about the people in New Orleans 
Parislı renaming all those schools,” 

“So yor read tlie paper,” I sald.- 
“Ts {lere û point you wish to nake?" 


among the cherry blossoms?” 
the naming rights for $10 million. “I gee..." e 
“That's just the beginning,” e ٠ 
cabbie said. “All the states have Î the treaty, arguing thatto 0 
streets or avenues or circles . or'| could leave U.S, troops e 
"something with their name, but;Î during war. Opponents of lan ind: 
“Get out of your little box" the | think of the cities and counties that : |. mines say the devices a e 
cabbie .said. “Sports arenas and, | would love to be commemorated in , after a conflict malm andkll - 
. | school buildings are just an example; | the Nation's Capital Sell"şm nam- | Î 25,000 civilians each yéar. 
of what Tm talking . about, Black] ing rights, And you wouldn't have to ' Afghaniatanı, along with Angol8.: . 


It was an interesting idea, I told ' 
him, but for one small point “Black 
folks don't own any big time sports 
franchises. Isiah (sic) Thomas 
couldn't even..." 


ambassadors for peace.” 


That's business,” Clinton has refused tq alg . 


“Naming rights," I said. “Why is 
that worth $10 million?” : 

“Because, Mr. Nonentrepreneur, ' 
the Ravens can turn around and sell 
the riglıts for a tot more than that. 
Last year the Carolina Panthers 5ol 
the naıning. rights to their new sta- 


1 E rg aie aid. | dium to LM. Eicsşon, the Swedish | folks run Washington, don't ihey?: °| offend anybody ta dn It hire 1 | a ie led mith: 

"Or ınaybe you are one of those | telecommunications people. You Tadmitted that the Financial Con-'| mean, there're no descendants of | land mines left over from. pat. 
blacit people who can't see an enter Î know how much? Three ınill a yeqr'] trol Board is mostly black, . Mr. 16th Street or Mr..Eaşt Capitol i | wara. , ا ا‎ 1 
pre . . . a business opportunity even | for nine years, And hayen't you no-:| “And what does „Washington have | to rnise a stink." a Lindsey Rahim, 10, sald ا‎ 
when il smacks them across the | ticetl how nll the new sports arenas'Î thatother citieş don't?” 1 ‘I have to give it to you,” I said. Î because Clinton has a child, 3 
chops. Don't [eel bad, though. I | carry the rames.of big companies “Marion Barry?" [ ventured... . “Ehat's a wonderful idea, In fact, if | thought he would be ınore $ê 8 
dikin't see it right away myself — not | — the. United Center in .Chicago, ‘| Monuments, man! For starters, :| you'll drop me off at the . Martin | tive to the suffering of other ا‎ 
until I reacî about the folks in New | Delta Center in Salt Lake City."  ':| there's the Washington Monument | Luther King Jr. Library, .." . | children. EOE ا‎ 
Orleans renaming their sclıools to “But Washington'ş stadium e and the Jefferson Memorial — both | . “Didn't you hear? the :cabbie | ۰ “Theae kids are. just going 
get rid of the names of slavehulders. | already been nanıel — Robert F.:l named for slaveholders, by tlhe way. :| said. “Thats «the. Rush .Limbaugh aile and playing oF doing chore 
Even ile eleınentary sclıool named 'Î Kennedy Stadium,” I said, "And any-' Î Sell the naming rights and you can ,| Library, Used to be named for | :for their mother, and they €" 


for old George Washington has 


way, the Redskins have moved qut ` 


get your city .out of debt and have '| Martin, ‘but the big time talk show ' 
of town to the suburbs. ..". 


. up paralyzed or Joge anı ar14-0- 
enough left over to start a revolving ,Î dude outbid him.” . 


i, .ر‎ Î leg,” Lindsey gaid.,;, ..' ' 


been renamed for Charles Drew, 
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seduced into overreaching himself 
and the company by a fast crowd of 
Jewish entrepreneurs is not at all 
borne out by tite inspectors. 


Instead, the inspectors have 
painstakingly reconstructed a trail 
of paper which points to a myriad of 
participants. A chance Sunday 
morning meeting between Lorcl 
Jacob) Rothschild on a West End 
pavement the day before Guinness ! 
unsheathed his bid, led te 1 
financier {after the bid had been an- 
nouaced) to bulld up a substantial 
stake through Cazenove and Mor- 
gan Grenfell as part of what he de- 
scribed as “foreign affairs": keeping 
other City institutions happy. 

The inspectors broadly find that 
in the City of the late-1980s anything 
went; at a period when takeovers ۴ 
were at a peak the financlal conmımu- 
nity's own policeman — the 
Takeover Panel — was a paper tiger. 

As a morality play, the Guinness 
affair has much to commend it. 
Among the findings of the inspec- 
tors are a cynical disregard by the 
participants for laws andl regula 
tions, cavalier misuses of company 
funds and contempt for truth and 
honesty. To pretend all this ended 
with the trial of the Guinness four 
woull be nonsense. 

Aıisregard far the City rule book 
and morality was seen varlier Ihis 
year when the young entrepreneur’ 
Andrew Regan launched his asszuult 
on he Co-opertive movement Wit 
the sistance of merchanl bikers 
Hinpbrestl, 

The Crovernmem should decid’ 
witcher he new TFinanciil Sur vivus 
Authority ought iw biing ihe 
Takeover Panel within ils new 
activist, legislative framework. 1 eav- 
ing il uutsicle is an amtchronisrnn, 
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Saunders ‘stole £3m from Guinness’ 


tence was halved on appeal ancl he i 
has returned to life as an interna- 
tional businessman, with interests .| 
in Britain and America and earıings 
reported at more than $850,000 a 
year. 

Alex Brummer comments: Despite 
its vintage, the Guinness report is 
far from being an irrelevance. It 
paints a far different picture of the 
Guinness affair than it was gener- 
ally possible to glean from the show 
trials of 1990-93, 

These trials were largely cor- 
cerned with apportioning the blame 
for the share conspiracy on Mr 
Saunders and a narrow group İin- 
cluding Heron property tycoon Ger- 
ald Ronson, stockbroker Anthony 
Parnes and the investor (Sir Jack 
Lyons, Subsequent prosecutions 
against advisers Roger Seelig, Lord 
Spens and eventually Thomas Ward 
tin 1993) were aborted and, in the 
latter case, failed, 

As the inspectors have discov 
ered, the web of deception behind 
the Guinness bid for Distillers went 
far wider than that. It reached into 
the heart of the City establishment 
witli two ef lhe ruost blue-blooded of 
City names, Cazenave — sill often 
«lesignated as the Queen's stock- 
broker — and Morgan Grenfell, 
involv in share transactinıs about 
which they should have asked nate 
questions, (mandel more (lisclu- 
sure ancl required greiler docu 
menlation. 

‘Fhe theory put around by Lord 
Mayne Jonathan Guinness), 
among others, that Mr Saunclers, al- 
{houglı a good marketing chap, was 
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Saunders: theft claim ‘untrue’ 


Thomas Ward, via a tortuous route. 
The payment was said to be for ser- 
vices rendered by Mr Ward during 
the bid. But £3 milion of this ended 
in Mr Saunders's account at Swiss 
bank UBS. Mr Saunders said this 
wes simply a parking space for 
money (lestincd for Mr Ward, 

The inspeclr's (lil not believe 
him. "The natural inference to be 
drawn . . . is in Dur aşseşsnunt als 
tu carteel onte: EB rnillion of the 
£5.32 million payment was intended 
fur the bernelil ol Mr Saunders." 

Not Mr Saunders's eneruy, 
the inspectors said he "dominated 
the company virtually (rom the 
ınoment of his arrival in 1981". 

Mr Saunders's five-year jail sen- 


THE EXCELSIOR HOTEL HEATHROW 
jT THE FORTE POSTHOUSE GATWICK 
AND MANCHESTER MRPOPT 


140, 
18.00 


19990 389.90 


Inspectors David Donalclson QC 
and lan Watt, a chartered accouin- 
tant, reinforce the 1990 court ver- 
dict. in which Mr Saunders was 
found guilty of organising an illegal 
operation to support Guinness's 
shares by using the company’s own 
money to ensure victory in the fight 
with Argyll — now the supermar- 
kets group Safeway — for' control of 
Distillers, then the grandest nane 
in the world of whisky and of spirits 
in general. 

Again and again, they accuse him 
of having lied to them and accuse 
him also of having tampered with 
evidence. But they add that he was 
not alone in the City at that time in 
using sharp practice to get what he 
wanted: “Tt would be easy to regard 
Mr Saunders as a man corrupted by 
a milieu, Such an assessment would 
contain an element of truth, 

“It was not Mir Saunders who con- 
ceived the techniques used in the 
support operation . .. on the other 
hand, it was Mr Saunders who de- 
cided what company he should keep 
. „ . far from resisting the sirens, he 
adopted their song. The sucirss of 
lhe bid corrupted lim furtlıer, leat- 
ing thereafter to unjustifiable 
favours for cronies and self, and a 
(dlubious attitude to truth." 

At the heart of the Guinness bid 
was an operalian lo iruletunify 
“îriendly” halders of Guinness 
shares against any loss on their ir 
veslments ancl lo pay “success feces" 
lt» certain parties. Mr Saunders's 
£3 miltian formed part of a £5.3 mil 
lion payment fron Guinness sup- 
posedly to an American lawyer, 
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RNEST SAUNDERS stale 
£ niillion ($5 million) for his 
: om benefit from the drinks 
ig and brewing giant Guinness, British 
t inspectors reported 

ast week. The temptation to help 
himself to this huge sum fron the 
company of which he was chairman 
was irresistible, according to the re- 
sults of an 11-year inquiry into the 
$235 billion bid battle for the Dis- 


tillers empire. 

*[J] would have required almost 
superhuman powers of self-denial 
for Mr Saunders to agree payment 
of huge sums to . . . fothers] while 
he, the architect and dynamo of the 
sucessful bid, received nothing but 
hisregular salary.” 

They conclude: “To understand is 
mt to excuse, Ît was not for Mr 
Suunders to vote himself a further 
anus, let alone one of this renark- 
dhle magnitude," 

î This is the first bme Mir Saunders 
bas been declared to have stolen 
monty for his own use during the 
biter and controversial takeaver 
fight in 1986, In 1990, he was jailed 
brhis part in a share-rigging opera- 
' lon designed to pump up the value 
0 Guinness shares during the bid, 
lul the (rial explicitly exctudecl any 
suggestion of personal enrichnnetl, 

Mr Saunders described 1he thefi 
as a smear, adding thal il 
™S “tompletely and utterly tı: 
ue”, The 62-year-old businessman 
sil lhe report, compiled by Depart- 
mnt of Trade and Industry inspec- 
rs, was "politically motivated”, 
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Evolutionary Way of Thinking 


4 


Pinker lescribes how natural sth 
tion might have engineered dil: 
enl computational facullies, slarik 
with the simplest percepiual fe 
such os "seeing" where one obj 
ends und another begins (actual 
as it turns out this feat is nol sinf’ 
at all, since il is very difficult lo f 
a machine to do it). He descr 
how successful links between 
flexes and memories begin to 
act and form e basis 0 ا‎ 
inference. From these simple, 
building blocks Pinker reveals hr CR HIRE 
consciousness, values and 4 ÎÎ - 
glous sense have developed. O | , 
some of | |: 
I for onê Ë 
that his analysis of conscious) 
trivialized its selfrefective 
— but most of them are lik 
of light illuminating what İS 


might quarrel with 
quick conclusions — 


a dark domain. 


Although this narrative tells f). 


cal process 


the origins 


ا 
E‏ 
ا 


but! 


it never 
reductionist. Pinker is justly 


physical and biolog! 


can ultimately ا‎ Ed # 


humankind's most 
complishnents, 


cious of 


about selforganizing matter, 


takes into account the qualllsit) 


differences that appear aS ¥ 
achieves higher levels of 


tion when forced to do 30 ا‎ 


tive 


pressures. 


acknowledge that his 
programmed hima first and: 


to propagate themselves. Yet. 


conscious individual, he has che) FE 
not to have children. “By D' 


` gy 10 dient on PobiShSJ Trl HN Eel in, 
iC af olaeeie eae reallabk st Heithiow and Gawek. 
Value Club Cand available from 01/4/7. 4 


take 
ا‎ 


i OS E 


standarda,” he notes, “J am & 


ble mistake, a pathetic loser 


Iam happy to be that way, B0 


genes don't like it, they CR 


their strict causal 
neatly dispelled. It 


message, which allows the 


who has been infor! 


mind is made up of blin 


hy naturel 
hether to 


walk, go to a film,.or go f0r £ 
and kiow that what his or her 


obeying obsolete 
carved into the genes 
lection, to wonder Ww 


will decide cannot be: 


the laws of physics or biologY: 


have been shaping the way our arı 
cestors perceived the world, stored 
sense impressions andl connectecl 
them into strings of thought. Under 
this assumption, the strange anc 
wonderful things our minds do fall 
into meaningful patterns. Biologists 
have known for some time that with- 
out evolutionary theory the study of 
life forms makes little sense; now it 
is beconting clear that one cannot 
really understand psychology either 
unless one looks at it through the 
lenses of that theory. 

Of course, there is no direct way 
to study the effects of natural selec- 
tion on thinking. The best one can 
do is resort to “reverse engineer 
ing.” which consists of looking at 
current functions of the brain and 
trying to understand why and how 


in the past two 
decades a much more 
exciting Image of the 
mind has emerged 


they developed over time. This 
might seem like a rather feeble way 
of building an argument, and when 
carelessly done, jt is indeed uncon- 
vincing. But when the approach 
uses detailed evidenèée and sound 
logic, it reveals an impressive story 
about how a homogeneous blob of 
protoplasm barely able to sense 
light through some accidentally 
thinner layer of skin could evolve 
into a complex organism with a 
brain that can build computers and 


greater authority and panache than 
Steven Pinker. 

OK, I admit that his smarts and 
knowledge verge on the arnoying. 
One senses a guilty wish for a law 
against someone knowing this 
much and passing judgments on in- 
tricate problema with such ease. 
Fortunately Pinker eschews the 
usual ponderous academic obfusca- 
tion, and his ght sênse of humor 
makes one almost forgive his intimi- 
dating erudition. 

In the first part of the book, 


posed to observe and record how j 


pigs, imposes bad habits on them, 
targets their leaders and decimates 
their population"; thus the wide- 
spread belief that AIDS has been 
deliberately spread in order to kill 
off blacks, and that crack cocaine 
has been underwritten and distrib- 
uted by the government to demoral- 
ize the black community. 

At the other end of the political 
spectrum the hard right became 
convinced during the Cold War 
"that a conspiratorial bociy of Ameri- 
cans, known variously as (he Moncey 
Power, ihe Insiders, the Secret 
Teant or the High Cabal, were ready 
to sell out their country to the 
Soviet Union, which would then es- 
tablish a oneworld governıment", 
This is more difficult to maintain 
today, bul ifs essential spirit lives, 
feeding oan fears of an invasion of 
the United States by Unitecl Nations 
forces and on the many fears that 
inspire the militia movement. As 
Pipes quite correctly notes in an ap- 
pendix, the Internet has provedl to 
be an ideal medium for the promul- 
gation and dissemination of these 
fears, with unknown consequences 
for’ the future. 

It is important to make the dis- 
tinction, as Pipes does, between 
“conspiracies, which are real, and 
conspiracy theories, which exist 
only İn the imagination", Aclual con- 
spiracies occur all the time, in both 
public and private life: one of his- 
tory’s cruclest ironies is that the 
worst conspiracies the world has 
known were formed in order to 
combat imaginary conspiracies that 
Lenin, Stalin and Hitler so deeply 
feared. 

The great age of conspiracy 
theory — *the core of the conspir- 
acist experience” — took place 
between 1815 and 1945: "The secret 
soclety myth spawned a great num- 
ber of actual secret societies, it grew 
into a conspiracy theory about 
Anglo-American imperialism, and 
antklewish ldeas evolved into con 
spiratorlal anti-Semitiam.” Though it 
is commonly assumed that conspir- 


Mihaly Csikazentmihalyl 


HOW THE MIND WORKS 
By Sieven Pinker 
Norton, 660 pp. $29.95 


T SOME time or. another, 
most of us become puzzled, 

at least for a while, about the 
strange workings of the mind. How 
come we recognize our upslide- 
down suitcase on the airport con- 
veyor belt even though we have 
only seen it right side up before? 
Why do some objects look more 
beautiful than others? Why is it that 
sometimes we become so wrought 
up emotionally that we cannot think 
straight? (Or, for that matter, how 
come we can think straight at all, 
and what does that mean, anyway?) 
These and hundreds of similar 
conundrums are solved once and 


acy theory İs a pet obsession of the | for all in this new book from Steven 
Tight — when Pipes uses “right” and Î Pinker, the wunderkind from MIT, 
“tefl”, he means not “conservative” | the Massachusette Institute of Tech- 
and “lberal" but the extreme post | nology, who directs the Center for 


Cognitive Neuroscience there, 

Not 8o long ago, during the glory 
days of behavioral psychology, the 
mind was imagined as a black box 
into which fowed stimuli from the 
environment, and out of which came 
lnstructions for behavior that were 
mechanically linked to the incoming, 
stimuli, Ant alternative to this model 
was the older notion that the brain 
was packed with instincts and dri- 
ves pulling the mind in various di- 


tons on both ends of the spectrum 
— in fact the left is equally hos- 
pitable to it. Nazism was conspir- 
aCamı on the right, its central fear 
being a Jewish congpiracy; Leninim 
was conspiracism on the left, Its hob- 
goblin being capitalist imperialism. 
But both sides “engage in similar 
forms of conspiracism because they 
share much with each other — a 
temperament of hatred, a tendency 
toward violence, a suspiciousness 


thal encourages conspirncism — | rections, again İn a strictly 
and little with the political center”. mechanical fashion. Neither one of 
Looking to the future of conspir- | these perspectives explained how 


acy theory, Pipes is relatively san- 
guline, finding a “retırn to common 
sense . . . İn North America and 
` Western Europe", He suggests, and 


the nervous system came to operate 
this way. The psychologist was sup- 


people behaved. It was considered 


there İs reason to believe he is right, | an unscientific waste of time to ask 
that “countries in transition to | how the black box of the mind was 
democracy (the young United | bullt. 

States, the Welmar Republic, post: In the past two decades 'a much 
Soviet Russia)” are far more suscep- | more exciting and liberating image 


tible ta fears of conspiracy than are 
nations where “the rule of law, free- 
dorm of speech and minority rights" 
are İn place. Obviously the griev- 
ances İn America's black comral- 
nity arise out of fears that certain 
minority rights are as yet unse- 
cured, but overall the United States 
is a relatively tranquil society. 


of the mind has started to emerge. 
This new line of inquiry into the 
laws of thought is based on the ap- 
plication of evolutionary theory to 
the workings of the mind: what the 
pioneering chologist Donald 
Campbell called “evolutionary epis- 
temology”. Its basic assumption is 
that the forces of natural selection 
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How Paranoid Ideas 
Help Shape History 
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CONSPIRACY 

How the Paranoid Style Flourishes 
and Where ft Comes From 

By Danlel Pipas 

Frese Prass. 258 pp. $25 


ANIEL PIPES, the authority 

on Middle Eastern affairs 

and erlitor of Midcle East 
Quarterly, has written in this brief 
but (lense volume a highly useful 
primer ont conspiracy theories, or 
the “sel of fcars" that producecl a 
“bndy of politica! ideas {hat 1 call 
conspiracisuı." Mucl) of He ground 
he covers will be familiar to sti 
tlents of history and politics — the 
Crusades, Ihe “TPrutocols of lic 
Elders of Zion", the !HHuminati, the 
French Revuluion, Leninism and 
Nazîisnı, the Amcrican Red Scares 
~— but the net effect of his inquiry is 
larger; he nıakes clear that to a star- 
tling extent conspiracy theories 
lave “had a profound fmıpact an 
European and world history." 

“Like alchemy and astrology,” 
Pipes writes, "conspiracisıı offers an 
intellecital inquiry that has many 
facts right but goes wrong by locat 
ing causal relationships where none 
exist; its is the ‘sccret vice of the 
rational nıind’." As a result “this book 
is the opposite of a skuly in 
intellectual history”, since It requires 
Pipes to “deal not with the cultural 
elite but its rearguard, not with the 
finest mental creations but its 
dregs". He warns that “so debased is 
the discourse ahead that even the 
Russlan secret police and Hitler play 
important intellectual roles," 

As a consequence there İs a temp- 
tation to regard conspiracy theory 
aS "ga minor phenomenon, even a 
laughable distraction", but this ls a 
mistake. Conapiracism has im- 
mense capacity for mischief; its 
“forces can move history — and 
have done s0 repeatedly”, Pipes's 
summary of ita chronology makes 
the point succinctly: “Conspiracy is 
a story İn six acts. Suspicions about 
Jewish and secret society conspira- 
cies emerged during the Crusades, 
The Enlightenment period saw 
petty conspiracy theories become a 
common tool of interpretation. The 
French Revolution raised the stakes, 
stimulating conspiracy’ theories 
about enemies wha seek world 
hegemony. Through the 19th cen- 
tury, theae ideas acquired greater 
scope and depth, finding thelr clas- 
sic expression in Russia in the 
1890s. The wotld wars saw such 
widespread acceptance of the para- 
noid style that conspiracy theorists 
seized power in several major coun- 
tries and came close to global hege- 


mony in 194041. In the next 


half-century, conspiraciam declined 
in the West while gaining impor- 
tance İn other parts of the world. 
Summed up, conspiracy theories 


grew steadily in importance over A’ 


period of nearly two centuries, cul 
minating around 1940, and then 
they retreated." 

Pipes begins wilh the present, of 
fering a look at conspiracy theory as 
it continues to thrive in the United 
States, albeit on a minor scale. It 
thrives among “the politically disaf- 
fected and the culturally suspi- 
cious”, and tends ta be concentrated 
ir “the black community and the 

hard right”, Among many blacks 
there are fears that the federal gov- 
ernment “uses blacks as guinea 
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20 ACADEMIC POSTS & COURSES a E RADI - 
: | You can’t go wrong with the right MBA rE 


1s not always as easy as it Sounds 
not only are many firms reluctant h 
make that form of investment 
John Crace analyses 
| the recent boom in 
| management courses 


management training, but they ar 
1 T SOUNDS like an urban myth. 


8 Could you manage an MBA? 


The University of Ulster is one of the UK's largest and most 


THE BRADFORD MBA. 


also concerned about training pan popular universities, with over 20,000 etudenta from 
employee who may then depan 

You spend a long time struggling 

in your career, worrying 


1 48 different countries studying with us. We offer more 

Paid job atthe than 300 internationally recognised Diplomas, Bachelors,‏ ا 
whether you'll ever get promoted —‏ 
or worse still, made redundant. You‏ 


The UK Department of the Bl: gy. UF Mastera and Doctoral programmes, 
ronment funds a limited number q; LS TER The Ulster Business Sehool, one of the eight faculties of the 
Grade 7 civil servants to take a Iu 1 

then go off and do anı MBA and, hey 

presto, everyone loves you. You can 


and-a-half year programme at Impe Cri, offers a high quality MBA programme which 
rial College, London. wilt: 
Bryony Houlden, who runs the 
almost name your job and salary. 
If all this sounds a bit tao good to 
be (rue, you're probably right. 


leam in charge of the Governments 
These days there are so many dif- 


Rough Sleepers Initiative, a. 
nearly completed her MBA. "It wz 
ferenl institutions offering MBA 
courses thal some employers are 


® Develop your knowledge of modern managemenl theory 
and prartiee 


® Enhante your eareer oppurlunitiea. 
a tough selection process," qe 
says. "First 1 had to be nominated 
by the DoE, then [ had to be sp 
pravecl by Imperial. But Tn d 


Benefits af the UU general MBA include: 


* International foeus incorparaling - 
a residential in Belgiunt (Irish Inattute Al Leuven! 


relevant electives from a 


: ر‎ range of up to 40, to ensure 
quile picky aboul which qualifica- lighted I got through. ٤ ٤ und an optional 2 week Summer Schaol in your MBA complements 
tions Ihey recognise Increasingly, many programme ٤ San Franci your chosen career path, So, 

But, asa rule of ihutnb, it appears are being tailored lo fit particularir و‎ an Francisca, 


that you can’l go far wrong with an 
MBA. You may not endl up with the 
job of yar creams, bul you will cer 
lainly acquire the skills to take on 
somelhirıg worthwhile. 

MBAs don't come cheap. At one 
enfl of {he markel, Britain's Open : app 
University charges about £1,700 per ٤ 2 : One 0 0 Ca o 
year for its three-year’ course; at the Î No kidding: Your future is brighter with an MBA Terry Go 1, Ww 0 too 1 i: 
other endl of tlıe scale, the London London's City N i 
Business School, regarded as tle year, ancl we have had a recorel num- | can give a career a massive boost you've got an MBA, because thcy | points out, the lıurd work do 


dustries. This does not mean hz! 


for a more flexible MBA, talk 
the courses are radically differen 


to Bradford. After all, why 
study an MBA that hasn't 
studied you? For further 
information call 01274 384 
373 (full ime) or 01274 384 
374 (part ime). 


* A choice uf options offered in additiun to cure nıoduleg, 


though; most cover nıuch the sae: allowing You the opportunity to study subjerts ul 
ground. The diflerence often come: | particular interest to yoır in more depıh, e.k. 

in the emphasis placer on the mo : Financial Topies 

ules and the areas where the practi 

cal experience is applietl. 


Enterprise 
International Marketing 
Strategic Management 
® Flexible mode of study 
1 year full-time commencing Seplember 1997 


You can distort many things, 
but time lan't one of them, 
And as a manager, that can 
be a problem. Especially 


: “Pregl 5 
ne, t | berofappllcations." especially at a time of growing glob- | reckon that you will have a good stop with getting a MBA. Poop ES) e ê ê Girê Ê E8 
O0 To i O n 1985. Brilish MBA programmes alisation. indeed, in some industries | framework and philosophy for leak | are impresserl by il, and it helet oar 3 years part=lime comme ring Oelaher 1|907 That's why 0 0 3 
course. enrolled 2,000 students; in 1995, | an MBA is even seeıı as essential for | ing with all sorts of tasks. As such | me get my current job al Coopers : * Taught by a lurge Faculı y wilh wile teaching anıl research ie ph o . THE HRADFPÛRD MDA 
But the price doesn't seem to be a | nıore than 10,000 people (a (igure | advancement, you should be able to learn a great | Lybrand, but ihe qualificatie E programme 


deterrent. “The evidence is that an | tlıat does nat include the distance Luci Rathan, publishing director } deal quicker on the job than ımosl counts for nnthiny ot e e 
increasingly buoyant MBA market is learning students) started an MBA | of Loaded magazine in Britain, says: Î people." She took her MBA at Brarl- working. ‘Then, is a e 
following quality." says Julia Tyler, | course, Analysts say there is no sinı- | “My MBA hasn't always been vital | ford. “I saved up arıd took out iı loan | well your last project turned oul. 


that's tailored to your needs. 


Fur more details please contaet: Full and part time eptlons 


e 2 : Professor S. Park Utsler n She give you the freedom to‏ 9اا 
٤ 0 i Ulster Busines Srhual, learn at your pace, not ours,‏ 0 “ ا ا director’ of tle fulltime MBA pro- ple answer to explain this growth, for the jobs I've done, but it has defi- | to afford tlie fees and my living „Su il you're lunking lor‏ 
gramme at the LBS, “All our hard Most likely, though, is that people | nitely got me noticed. People are | costs, But it was money well spent,” life, then ınaybe the MBA rqualifkts nivers iy o U alter, Shore Road, Newinwnahbey. with course lengths of 1 to 6‏ 
quality indicators lave gone up this | have begun to realise that an MBA | much more likely to interview you if The ileal, of course, is to get your | lion ist’t far yau. Cu. Antrim BI'37 OQB, Northern Ireland‏ 


years. And in addition to 
studying the Integrative core, 
you will choose the 6 most 


Overseas enquiries shoulel lye made la: 
Tel: 
Fax: 32 
E-Mail: S.Parkinson ulst.ar.uk 


Impact Assessment for Development 


Policy and Project Appraisal: 


environmental, health, soclat and gender Impact j 
1 June - 10 July 1998 


GLASGOW 


IT’S FLEXIBLE, 
SO YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE. 


Advancing Knowledge through Teaching, 
Learning and Rexcareh 


An established Masters in Business Administration programme 
commencing in September 1998 which:- 


¢» Emphasises the Integration and Implementation of Managerial CALEDONIAN 


Action UNIVERSITY 
Addresses an International Business Agenda with an 
International Participant Group 


Includes a Study Visit to the European Mainland in the Course Fee 
Places a High Emphasis on Interactive Small Group Work and Tutor Support 
Requires a Minimum Attendance of 30 Training Weeks 


Concern for the environmental and other impacts of projecis ani 
policies is now high on the development agenda. Anyone wilh 
responsibility for or an interest in sustainable human develope 
needs a practical understanding of the latest concepts and 
procedures for the assessment of the different Impacts of 
development pollcles and projects. 


The University of Bradford Management Centre, Emm Lane, Bradlort BD9 4JL West Yorkshire, UK. 
Telephone: 01274 384 393 Fax: 01274 546 B66. hllp Jwww.brad.ac.uk/acad/mancen/ 


DISTINCTION FROM 
TRATHCLYDE GRADUATE 
BUSINESS SCHOOL 


© are currently accepting applications 
for our Full Time and Open Learning MBA. 
Ifthe challenge of an MBA appeals to you, ۶ 
Contact us free from anywhere in the UK on: he : ي‎ E ihe combined resources ol ihe 


0800 66 1966 EET OCS teenie 


This new six week course concentrates on the assessment of 6 | 
major types of Impact environmental, heatth, social and gend# ‘ 
Itls also possible for participants to attend only the module or 
modules which cover their particular Interests. 


MANCHESTER BUSINESS ScHot. 
and 
UNIVERSITY OF WALES, Banco 
Financlal specialists from more than 50 countrles 
hove chosan this coursa to successfully achleve 


Full detalls of the content and modular options are given in lhê 
course brochure. For further information contact 


Admission onto the programme requires no prior formal study of Business or 
Management subjects. Applicants not in possession of a recognised degree or 
ً professional qualification may be considered on the basis of extensive work experience 


Bradlord, UK, BD7 1 DP 1OrMENTS. Î 
Fax: 01 274 3B881 pT LANNE 
CGNIRE 


1 ۴ . SERE 1 leading European Schon! oi Banking and finance 
Accommodation can usually be arranged in the Universitles' halls of residence if desired. If outside UK | at tha Unlverslly ol Wales, thls MBA is perhaps ha 
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TEETER TEN Letter from Papua New Gulnea Claudia Kennedy Kila swecps in, pushes aside tlie cuconut, decapitates it iı one blow Villagers materialise fron nowhere, 1 
2 e Intern ELH a en lasl of our bratasusa and takes | anl hands il 10 me lo drink. Cravk- | Their noisy exchanges in the villi 
NTERNATIONAL LERT nat-for-profll, nor 1 hut 2 e rete o E e oya b 1 n 4 V 1/ charge. Nobody defies Kiln. She ing open a betelnut with her teeth, | language indicnte numerous and 
1ِ E E E ا‎ refugee and relief organization, is currently ıa BA. MBA, PRD lC BOE / 2 @ ry &Tiıs, teetlı stained crimson by in- | shc bites off a piece of me-lipped 


varicel assesamenıls of the silualion, 
ا‎ 2 i. 0 pepper i a satisfying crunch ancl Kila inforıns me that our braihers 
eniy she claps her hand in front o aving thus scen to ever bndy's | propose to push ıny v. i past Il 
LL HELL breaks louse As 1 am also at a loss to define | her mouth, muffling apologies for wellbeing seltles for a e r She ines bE io the 
my van turns off the main precisely how many sisters I have | chewing so much betelnut. The Village life is not always this casy- | fray, clutching my precious car key. 
roadl and stops a Ngasu- aequired: a confusion „ Parily | other women rull their eyes at her | going, but the Melanesian ability to Engines roar and whine, wheels 
apum village market. Sista bilung | genealogical, partly linguistic. My Î urtcharacteristic show of ınodesty. switch off time has its nıoments. spin, shouting, haggling and shriek- 
mi!" — our sister! — a voite bel Papua New Guinean family cloes not Kila's louse is an incongruous Kila's social conventions, diclat- ing: Kila revels İn chaos, By contrast 
lows, almost superfluously since distinguish betwee sisters ancl mix of bush materials and compo- | ing that the hostess must dismiss | an old wonıan, infinitely patienl, lis. 
most of the market women are al maternal cousins. Second cousins, | nents from the hardware store in | her guests, caused some confusion appears into the bush to return with 
ready crowding around me, Some | thir cousins however many limes | town. We settle in the open living | during her first visits to my house. | long slender tree trunks. These slic 
faces are familiar, others 1 strıgyle removed — all are sinıply desig- | area outside, a platform raised like Î She was forced through my lack of deftly chops and places ladedler-like 
1o place in the complex weave of nated sisfa. The comnıon cusloın of | the house about a Inetre off the | etiquette to announce her own de- | under my front wheels. 
lanily lies. calling siblings of the opposite gen- | ground and shaded by a Sago palm | parlure. No mistake this time: "Now Finally the van is coaxed past the 
ا‎ „The owner of tlie voice is my | der sista and those of Ihe same sex | roof, Curry powder, crackers, you go,” Kila suddenly cleclares. truck. Cheers clapping, bavck-slap- 
sister" Kila. Whether elder or | rata (brother) spices up the merry | peanut butter and tea bags are However, travel in PNG is rarely | ping, congratulations and the key is 
younger, Î have no way of knowing, Î melange of nomenclature that | rowed neatly on a shelf to one side, simple. My heart sinks as we ap- | pressed triumphantly back into my 
as Kila not too sure how nıany | would make an anthropologists hair cooking bananas hang from the proach a tip truck eınbedded axle- hand. 1 thank my rescuers effi 
“Christmases” she can count (o ler curl. Confused? Such were ny pon- | raflers, Kila sprearis out a tablecloth | deep in the mud, wheels spinning. sively, a little ashamtedl of my lack of 


name. Insistence on this detail is derings as I was hugged, pattecl and | and piles up green coconuts, ' Its awkward angle to the t k and 1 
disnıissed as an icliosyncrasy of my | squeezed by bratasusa bilong mî — | bananas and a packet of custard oot dau dilete j | th. Echoes of E 


recruiting: ® htip-/ivewwuebintamet Com 
lalrtaxuntvarsity eeşANDEX hım 
Prospachus from UK represanîaing 
offlca EES office (BUN), POBox 401| 
Pelerbarough PEZ 5GÛ UK 
Tel/Fax: +44 (O) 1733 2303 


Project Officer 


LIAHT WEAPONS & PEACE BUILDING £19 - £22k + penslon 
Intemational Alert is a rorn-gavemmental organisatlon based in London, wtıich analyses the 
causes of conflicts within countries, enables mediation and dialogue to take place, sets 
standards of conduct that avoid violence and helps to develop the skills necessary to resolve 
conflict non-violently. The ‘Light Weapons and Peace Building Progranme' is designed 10 
facilitate research and regional/intemational advocacy into lhe management of Ilght weapons 
as the progressive removal from societies is essenlial in prevenling and resolving violent 
E conflicts, Using your policy analysis and research skills you'1l implement [A's research and 
advocacy strategy on light weapons in Africa amd intemationally, By engaging in policy 
dialogue, you will tobby multilateral organisations, the UN, the EU, regional bodies, 
govemments and the Intemational community lo incorporate our mandate. You will liaise 
OBC ATOCAEY Cro yen ra Ye f Cn pres erases es pan 
of the adyocac: 0 requil ou" adegree in inl onal rel 
relevanl felkd ioe demonstrable practical and pt qere el as issues and 
proven project management experience. Experience İn Africa Js highly desirable. 
For an application pack please contact Charly People Response Centre quoting 
reference INT/4352/B on + 44 171 636 1006 or write to them at 38 Bedford Place, 
London WC1B SIH. E-Mail: charity@dircon.couk Fax: + 44 171 323 1839, 


MD, previous experience as a health coordinator in a refugee setting und 
hospital setting; strong computer skills; previous experience leaching 
public health principle;, previous experience as5 a supervisor. Position is 
for 12 months. Contact Susan Riehl. 


To advertise In the 
Quardlan Weekly 
please 


‘IRC began relief operations in Rwanda in the summer of 1994, and is 
working to improve the overall living conditions of ihe Rwandan 
population by focussing on health care, water and sanitation, nutritlon, 
microenterprise, support to unaccompanied minors and rehabititalion 
assistance lo residents and returnees. The Deputy Director wlll assist the 
Country Director in monitoring and admlnistering an approximaıely $8 
million dollar budget, sixteen grants, and supervise approximately 22 
Intemational staff and over 200 local staff. Requirements: University 
degree in related field: at least 3 years of international work experience 
in refugee or humanitarian relief field: strong experience in budget and 
fiscal oversight; excellenı communication skills; ability to speak and 


tel: 

00 44 161 908 3810 
fax: 

00 44 161 839 4436 


9 2 0 : 3 . the twa-foot drainage ditches either Accompany me home, leaving nı 
Ce de or ted applicntons: 220d December write French; experience as a supervisor, Positlon is for 12 months. white woman's culture obsessed my brothers and sisters. Stick to creams, “Nat yumi stor” — now we side make it impossible to pass. Ex- | bratasusa ith gossip to last en 
International Alert ls striving to be an equal opportunltles employer and E ae 2 Ts ig n resume and cover with youtli, that and I stıppose I can't go wrong. | chat, Kila announces. She picks up a | citement! Kila leaps into action. | for months. 
r to e-mall anı : 


wekomes applications regardless of race, gerıdet, disability or sexual orientation, 


BC TIT UT mace MAR AND WHE PRN TAIT Crore 
UN IVERSITY Satisfy our entry ١ CIMMY T Crag orea DE er MY سا‎ 


Notes & Queries Joseph Harker 


ND ON requirements and you Sustainable Malze acd Wboet Siem for Ie Poor 1 THERE a cure far morning effects will combine to create un- 
OF LO 8 1 A LONGTERM sickness in early pregnancy? comfortable conditions, — Chris 
may register. There are Re- Advertising FAMILIES Hutt, Bristol 
EXTERNAL PROGRAM LÎ no quotas for entry! COMMITMENT TO OVERSEAS ACH woman experiences sick. 


ECONOMIST 


CAN'T COME TO THE UK? FOR LATIN AMERICA 
Then study {rom a distance The luorematlonal Malze and When Improvement Center (CIMMYT), an 


1n your OWI time, intematianally funded. nonprofit research and traning Organızétıon. seeks an 
Icenurisl for Latin America l0 cunduct a 3-year research program un Ihe 
eeonomics of agricultural technology Mows ın the regıon The [xonondsl ıs 
expected 10 collaborate closely with economists in ihe regıon Gnd to organize 
wurkshaps ta nurture Iheır particıpallrn in the research a4 well a present research 
resulls lu pulicy makers. The economist wıll be based al CIMMI'T headquariers 
oultsile Mexico L'lIy and must travel extensively ın L.2n AnlerIca. 


At St Chrislopher School wa have boarders from 8 to 18 from & 
wide range of cultural and natlona! backgrounds Our long 
experlence helps us make a catıng and supportive homelite tar 
such boys and girls. Parents based cverseas arê iBpresenled û 
our well astablıshad Parants’ Zommlttas,. 


The School has been fully 22-educatlonal, boardıng and vegataran 
gınce 1915 Our campus has tha ınformal atmosphere ot a Irıer Jk; 
vıllagê. Younger boarders lıve In family style hcıısas wilt 
Housaperents and witlı braaklast, lea and Supper taken ın th 
boarding house. 6th Formers have slurienl rooms 

We aım at good work arid hgh euls wilh ols cl tun n e 
process. A hil anl chilengıng Zurucuhutı laadls 13 15 CSE n1 
19 A Lavel courses wilh 2Şunl AmnphaSIS 2ı Arts And 91aiE 
There are €»ceptiOnal facilites for arî, music. tlramg, ccmuuhr?. 
technology and adventıê lrûıırij VB wrıLı,tage sêll-conhdenceê 
by valuing aach child as ari ııdıvıdual. 


Entry considared al mos! levels froin age} - 16 


ness differently, and a remedy 
that works for one pregnancy will 
not be effective in a subsequent 
one. However, you may find sore 
relief by drinking ginger lea anıl/or 
wearing a seasickness bracelet, A 
igh snack can be helpful in avert- 
ing an impending nausea attack, If 
all else fails, you could cımigrate la 
New Guinea, where morning sitk- 
ness is virtually unknown. There, 

ls are symptomalic of early preg 
: Natty. — Sue Brearley, London 


1 
Şcanass is a remedial vffurt 
: I on the part of the body, which 
tonstantly produces niclabulie 
waste eliminated by the kidneys, 
tte. During Pregnancy, the mother’ 
the exira waste from ihe foetus 
and placenta to eliminate. In early 
Pregnancy, the molher's body may 
need a temporary rest irom the 


Ce LASSICAL literature has 
many allusions to lions. 

Were there lions in Europe and 
when did they hecome extinct? 


O THER animals, nowadays 
found moslly — if not only س‎ 
i? Aftita, were also tu be founcl in 
southern Europe: an Ihe sınall is 
lanıl of Telos, off Rides, exeava- 
tions unearthed an elephanl 
cemetery. — Paul Marros, Thessa- 
lonikî, Greece 


Undergraduate qualifications available include: 
Law; Economi anagement; Accvunting & Finance; English; 

Philosophy; Di Geography: Modern languages; Mathematics, 
Statistles & Computing; Conputimg & Information Systems; Music. 


Postgraduate qualifications avallable include: Agricultural 
Development; Environmental Management; Law; Food Industry’ Requlrements: PAD in Feoannics or Ayukcultursl Feunmics; 3 year pct 
Management & Markeling; Financial Economics; Financial doctoral (recent PhDs ntay be considered in exceptlonal cases). fluent spuken and 
Management; Development Finance? Geography: Organizatlonal wnilen Spanıh Experience unth the economies of ngNlcultural rescarch, 
Behaviour; Oecupatianal Psychology: Communily Denual Practice; knowledge uf agricultursl selence, and database management highly desirable; 
Dental Radiolo: 1 Distance Education. NEW [or 1998: Drugs & research collabunıtion and farılitation sll will be psllively weıghled 
: Policy E 3 Infectious Diseases: Healih Syslems CIMMYT is én equal oppormunily employer and sirives for staf diversity ın 
Rha: & Intervention: 15 gender and rationalily and arempls tu secummadate Jual-tarter couples ifor 
meant: Sustainable Agrientore & Rural Derelopment; ا‎ 
lannging 1 1 
Policy & Management, For fyformation cantact: 197-WG-132), 
University of London, Reon f, Senate House, Malei Srreet, London 
WCIE 7HU, UK, Tel: +44 171 636 $000 extn. 15U; Fax: +44 
171 636 S84: Http://www.lon.ac.uk/extarrnal 


HERE never were any lous it 

Europe while Hume sapicns Was 
around. The reason fur the storics 
#bout lions, and the syntbolisın at- 
tached to a nor-European aıtimal in 
European culture, lies in the fact 
that our culture does not lave 
uniquely European origins. The 
“eriulle of European civilisation”, ic, 
Classical Greece, borrowecl and 
aclapted influences from Asia and 
Africa (where there are lions). — 
Peter Davies, Erlangen, Germany 


H{tErs Hons never roar ancl 
perhaps he kuew of then only 
irom heraldry. The Greek for “lion”, 


For more detalls, contart Susaıı Mellor, Admissions Secretary 
Tel: 01462 679301 Fax: 01462 481578 
St Christopher School 
Letchworth, Herts SG6 3JZ 
1 mile from A1(M). 35 minutes from Kings Cross 
The School is an Educatlona! Charity whlch aims to trea 
alt children as individuals and to develop thelr propar self-confidence 


ETE ESE 


Salanes and benefits are cumpelrtıve witlı hese of other intemationgl institulıons 
Semd your letler of application, cıırent LY, and contact information for 3 
references 10: 

Ms. Krista Baldin/Human Resources Manager, Work 4 
CIMMYT. Lushoa 27, Apdo, Postal 6-641, Mexico, D.F. 6600 MEXICO. willl ng Ec allon in order to cope 
hane: (525) 724-9091; Far: (525 726-7558; Emall: rh@CIMMY MX Cimination. So she vomits. 


Cloning dateı December LSth 1997 DATA ANALYST / a 0 و‎ your morning 


I food, aud qirink 


FUND-RAISING OFFICER Seer or a few days, and the 


8 soon be over. This will 
6 (REF : FO2) 
1 | 1€ lami Relief is lonkiny fur someane dynamic. ereative al 

enthusiastic la handle Ibe inalysis of 1 large donor dlatahuse. 


Nntional Asset Register includes three rifles for every soldier and 14 motorway Aervice tations 


Modern Domesday Book full of Surprises 


Larry Elllott and there are no price tags on indivicdtral | £25.5 nıillion. It is no1 for sale and 
Richard Norton-Taylor items," he said. “This is an atiempt to | held "to increase the understanding 
wun Buc a TT —— | make it easier for deparlments .to | and apprecinlioır of British art"; 


ıı University of Leeds 


وا 
Department of‏ 6 
East Aslan Studies‏ 


Online Master of Arts in 


NOt harm you or your baby. — Alan 
ehle, Branyord, Ihswicl! 


ا کک 


2 8 leon, is derived from the ancient HE British Treasury last week | deal with its assets more efficlently. | O The H Offi 
INTERNATIONAL 5 = CXNEC 2 i ت‎ 3 ry cel 1S assels more el ntly. e Home icc owns ihe 
Asla Pacific Studles HEALTH EXCHANGE ied 0 ا‎ ile چا‎ 0 e a [SC TFERE any truth in the Egyplian rew, which denotes a Tia the first list of the | Departments are, for the first time, | National Std, including eight sial. 
Health Jobs in Develo Ing Countrles to evaluate and implement new N TOSINÊ J managing es JY that eucı trees can | recumbent lon and so a lion slatue, | state's assets since lhe Domesday Î being given an incentive to use their | lions with an impressive record in 
Gain a strategic understanding ol the region while ping therefore you nuusl have experience in pkınning and me taneously combust? 45 opposed to a living lon, mai. — | Book more than nine centuries ago, | assets iı a sensible way." giring winners; 


lt 1 
internatlonal Health Exchange (HE) can help you find a Mg canıpaigns incluuling the use of Mal 
challenging and rewarding 0 in ا‎ iy sltıld als be a gradırıte ol Marketing or Direct Marketinf 


kilh a minimum uf three years experience in Ihe simê field. 
We can supply you with Informallon on numerous jobs with 
internatlonal aid agencies through our magazine, job 
Supplement and register of health professlonals, IHE ls a 
charity which gives you the opportunity to contribute to 
equitable health development, 


studying via the Internet. Offered by a leading R Drew Griffith Kingston, Canada 
centre for Asian studies, the MA explores the major 
issues In the region's economic and political 
development, 
Emall: TA.Wingfleld@ileeds.ac.uk 
Web: http://www.leeds,ac.uk/aast aslan 
CGontact: Department of East Aslan 
Studles, Universities of Leeds, 
Leeds LS2 9JT, United Kingdom. 


Meticulously detailing buildings, Assets owncd by the sceurity and | O The Department of Culhure, 
works of art, parks, desk-top conr | intelligence agencies are not listed | Media and Sport lıolds the Govern 
puters, prize-winning stallions at the | “for reasons of national security". | ment Art Collection, consisling of 
National Stud and even lawnmow- However, the Ministry of Defence i 11440 paintings, sculptures, draw- 
ers, the 550-page Natlonal Asset revealed to own 90,000 assets — ings, and prinis in 470 goverimcnt 
Register was hailed by tlie Govern- nearly half the total number listed buildings at lome and abroad. It 
ment as a breaktlırough in the | on the register. also owns Trafalgar Square, Bromp- 
handling of the public finances. The register has uncovered a vast tau Cemetery, 58 statues i Lordan, 
Whitehall deparlments have been | array of stat assets, ranging from | and London's main parks; 

given thê allclear to sèll surplus | embassies in Paris to thé car park at Î O The Department of Trade and In- 
land and property to raise money. Ipswich Town football club, Exarmi- Î dugtry owns an authenticated. de. 


TISa myth, probably born from 
a in bush fires where eu. 
Calyptus trees, sometimes hundreds 

tad of the fire, suddenly 

O flames because ‘of the 

j atiy of eucalyptus oil in the 

E But this doesn't mean that 

ars with their eucalyptusladen 

th, can be turned into’ letlıal 
is. Ray Leggo, London 


Any answers? 


heard that urine is quite 
sterile, How can this be if urine 
Serves to rid the body of toxins? 
— Catherine Bennett, Hong Kong 


Guad knowledge ind underslanding of the Muslin 
community in the UK is essential and all applicants a 
j»lı Citizens or have permanent residency in 


Phone, fax or mall for an information pack: 
fnternatlonel Health Exchange, 8-10 Dryden Street, London 
WOCZE SNA. 


Salary negoliahle depending on experience and qualiticalian™ 
Clasing date for applications: 20th December 1997 


س ا ~~ 


: * RE natural selection and the The Chief Secretary to the Trea. plesinctudê: . Î scêndaht from Isaac Newton's A ple 

i ie: Please apply in writing and send CY quling HY Aree the unfittest” ° Î sury, Alastair Darling, said that the | O The Royal Navy İıas 98 establish. Tree, taken frohı a cultinig 1 his‏ ا 
ا the have reference ler 1 Hl are radi 8 invariably | producing hedgehogs and toads | register —- dubbed Domesday Book Î ments almost twa bases for every | mothêr’s garden;‏ : 0 

Charity No 1002749 Personnel Dept, Islamic Relief. Sure 2 under windows? who know the Green Cross Code? | I[— was “an essential tool of good | one of its 52 surface ships and sub- | O The Ministry of Agriculture owns 


TEACH ENGLISH WORLDWIDE — Jahn Thesiger, Surbiton, Surrey 


government. Any business would Î marines. Thé army’has three rifles | 18 bufter depots storing emergency 


know what it owns andl put each item for every soldier; food stockpiles “eg, flour, biscuits 


151B Park Road. London, NWR 7HT 
Tel: 171 722 Q09 


Chief Executive VETAID 


You will have a proven irack record in management, fundraising and public relations. 
Experience of managing an overseas developnient programme and an understanding 


A WINDOW will always be the | AVE an air-recycle button in to maxinıunı use”, Unlike William the | O The MoD has 55,000 shares in | ete”, all for sale. Italso has 28 rabies 

VETAID is a growing Scottislı charity working in the Cause glass In a room be- | f my car which stops air from Conqueror’ attempt to put a value oi | the British Shipping Federation, re- | vans and one rabies crew bus; 
l|__TEFL COURSES Î developing world with people who depend on livesioch $ : | The air û SUC a poùr insulator. | outside entering the cabin. How Î his kingdom — estimated at just | flecting its interest in requisittoning | C1 The Departmient of Edvironmént 
lor their survival, e E ITT : More a to a window will cool long can I use it before sùffocat- £73,000 in 1086 — the new register merchant ships in emergencies. It | and Transports Highways Agency 
Trinity College Ceartlflcate (4-week full-time) for those with Ws are seeking to appoinl a Chief Executive with vision Jr werk DOI E mer | fF | han O and become heavier | ing? Robert Parker, Birmingham | does not atteınpt to puta value on the also owns 709 works of art, many'of | owns 14 motorway service stations, 
no experience ûf teaching English, Trinity College Diploma and drive to build on E e ie 2 ي‎ complementary agency directory sent by airman ¢ Wards the air, so “falling” to Aneuara aha li ha a | state's stock of almost 200,000 assets. | them from the former’ admiralty, | most of them on the M1 and M6; 
(distance-laamning) for experlenıced teachers. prepare the organisation for the challenges of the new Mlllennlum. annual n ا ر‎ Moor and acling | Answers should be e-mailed tO However, officials admit they are | 226 antiques and 517 horses; ald 1,932 surplus properties from 


Also, courses of English for foreign students, weekly@guardian.co.uk; faxed to 


worth far in excess of the £125 bilan | QThe Foreign Office has 1,437 prop: scrapped road schemes; 


Fax details quoting Ref OWS 1o: +44 


8 € 0171/+44171-242-0985, or posted | book value in the national accounts. | erties overseas. It has 20 in’ Can. O The Scottish Office owns 48 
i E 3 H7 CE . Pez ۶ . ن‎ cas. 
SEET of llvexock Issues is also desirable, t alr which, to The Guérdian Weekly, 75 Farting- Mr Darling dismissed suggestions | bérra; 27 in Ottawa, 49 in Paris, 21 in Î ties or facilities, and 104,689 hectares 
UK sad 171 734 JUS, fox U7 164, Salary crea £30K E 1 PEPE ar E 2 | spread at high | don Road, London ECIM SHO. Î that the announcement might lead to | New York and 71 in Washington. | in the Highlands, with 1.391 crofts; 
2 1 0 2 Fal delle a om Amn Coyle, ETD. ا‎ r posite {i j Placed 'on the | The Note & Queries website | at . | a auction”. of government assets, | Assets owned by the British Council O The Forestry Commission öwns 


Closing date: 31 December 1997 4 Stockwell Green, Landon SWS 9HP, England http://nq.guardlan,cû,uk/ 


quire by e-mall: wse @cabroad.u-neLcoi 


EMIRÊ “This is not a sales catalogue and include an art collection worth more than 2.5 million acres of land, 
LONDON, 1, OXFORD SFREET W1 


dience fate in lif 


ouis, the parlnership with MenulJiin 
was recorded, and festival ajpurat- 
ances with Joe Venuti, Gary Burton, 
Ear] Hines and other jazz celebrilivs 
quickly followed, Stephane Girar 
pelli was al last reaping just rewartls 


for personiying an clegant, lyricul 
jnzz style hat found a new audlicne: 
al a stage in his life when nınny Cûlı- 
sider relireınent, ancl he never loul 
the exuberance with which Jie vın- 


braced musicnınking. 
John Fordham 
Stephane Grappelfl, jazz vlollnist, ' 


born January 26, 190B; died 
December 1, 1997 


Triumph over adversity 


back and dance his old role of Lise's 
‘rich but simple suitor, Alain, And the 
punters have reacted with gratifying 
enthusiasm to a ballet that hasn't 
been seen in Scotland for 20 years 
but happens to be one of Ashton’s 
most perfectly constructed works. 
But it's the performers who make 
it live, And while most of the cast 
‘danced with infectious bigh spirits; 
û couple of the principals laboured 
with their roles. The ‘larky, flrtan 
tious hero Colas, for instance, ouglıt 
to set the comic tone of the ballet. 


Yet nat only :was:Campbell McKan-' 


.| ales forced roguishtnees unçonvinc- 


ing, .but. his ruacular dance style 
looked almost cumbersome in. the 
deftly steppy passages... 
` ,Yurle Shînghara as Lise star 


graphy. Unfortunatgly,. he never got . 
beyond the. comedy..routine, to. the. 


company. |: 
clearly ouF to:prova it's back In 


ıd the,corps sparkled with 


controversial, with ‘critigs . arguinğ. 
` that Scotland didn’ need and couldn't 
afford a wannabe Royal Ballet. This. 


lale 1950s — though he was ablc to 
secure a steady living leading a 
(lanceband at the Paris Hilton, de- 
spite the disapproval of jazz lovers. 
But in 1966 he participated in Uıe 
spectacular Violin Summit project 
with the young French fusion violin 
star Jean alc Ponly and othcrs, and 
played a1 ihe Ntwport Festival in 
1969. Two years later, he was 
brought together willı Menuhin on 
a Christmas TV special, and in this 
triumphant splicing of two traditions 
Grappelli's long journey in the 
shadow of the departed Reinhardt 
endecl and his musicial life was 
transformed. 

His concerts began to be sell- 


BALLET 
Judith Mackrell 


COTTISH BALLETS Christmas 

show, currently in rep, is a re- 
vival of Frederick Ashton’s perennial 
charmer La Fîlle Mal .Gardée, the 
‘story of a young woman, Lise, who. 
outwits her mother’s grand marriage 
plans to.embrace her true but huro- 


ble love, Colas, which, lke all proper. 


mother, she had big plans for, its 
future. Samsove's ambitions were 


secure better paid gigs with the 


piano, and not have to share the fees, 


In Paris, Grappelli began to listen 
to Anterican jazz, whose popularity 


spread rapidly across Europe in tlie 
twenties. He particularly loved the 
sound of joe Venuli, a gifted Italian- 
American who had helped pioneer 


the violin/ guitar jazz format. 

After playing jazzinfluenced music 
in the Paul Whiteman manner with 
Gregor and His Gregorians, an 


orchestra based in the South of 


France, Grappelli returned to Paris, 
having added a little saxophone 
playing to his repertoire. Then one 


night in 1934, as he recalled, “this 


big, dark, funny looking man come 
in and say ‘Hey, I'm looking for a 


violinist to play’”. It was Django 


Reinhardt. 


Reinhardt Hked Grappelli’s play- 
ing, added more guitarists to the 
line-up, and the band adopted the 
name of the club then recently 
started by critic Hugues Panassie — 


the Hot Club of France, The band 


soon recorded, and on tracks such 
as Sweet Sue, Tiger Rag and Lady 
Be Good, Reinhardt's slashing ex- 
temporisations were to astonish the 
music world. LIke Grappelli an un- 
schooled player (who couldn't read 
anything, let alone music), the Bel 
gian nevertheless had an instinctive 
lıarmonic imagination that Grappelli 
later described as “like a cham- 
eleon". The Hot Club recordings 
lıave become classics, some featur 
ing expatriate American players 
such as the great tenor saxophonist 


Coleman Hawkins. 


After the war, Grappelli's relation- 
ship with Reinhardt foundered on 
the Belgian's unreliability. A peasant 
who was only a poet when he 
played, Reinhardt had his watch set 
to the sun, Grappell said, so when lt 
was dark he mılgkıt tura up any time, 


or not at all. 


Reinhardt died young, and in the 
1950s the jazz and nightlife scene 
changed in waya that dicln't suit 
Grappelli's urbane talents, and his 
career was not to revive until the 


3 ا 


Michnel Tippett The Rose Lake 


argunbîy his most beautiful work . | ; .S ‘agO,, the company Afr. 
: `; | pointed Galina Sarnsova as jts direc: 
` ‘| tor, only to find that, rather like Lise’s . 


Tippett's own 1971 recording, 


r, „| year the controversy bolled over into. 


êr: | character. Still, .he kept. the energy 
fizzing, 1 


agreedl to malke.a çomer 


ls well coupled on the dise wit. | work 


Jubilant fiddler of jazz 


sheens and spins that they seemed 
utterly transformed by his amiable 
intelligence wlıile remaining true to 
themselves, 

His sense of drama and contrast 
was always startling, in the way he 
woulkl draw listeners in with cajol- 
ing, slowly unfolding variations on 
romantically sustained notes, then 
leap suddenly into glistening high- 
register runs, return tanıtalisingly to 
the earlier variation, sometimes 
oscillate playfully between the two, 
Unlike the handful of classical vio- 
linists who have occasionally played 
jazz (notably Yehudi Menuhin and 
Nigel Kennedy), Grappelli's rela- 
tionship to the underlying pulse as a 
dynamic rather than static one 
(stretching and compressing his 
thoughts against the beat rather 
than doggedly squatting them on it) 
gives his music an immense drive 
and unpredictability. 

Grappelli was born irı Paris. His 
unworldly Italian father was always 
broke (“the first heepie I meet in 
my life” Grappelli told critic Whit- 
ney Balliett) and his mother died 
whên he wag four. He spent nıuch of 
his early life in orphanages, briefly 
attending Isadora Duncan's dancing 
school “to personify an angel". The 
young Grappelli couldn't dance, but 
lıe loved listening to the musicians. 

Grappelli Snr bought his son an 
old violin from an Italian cobbler, 
and they learned together, teaching 
tıenıselves from books and front 
watching professionals, This was 
the way Grappelli was to acquire 
skills (notably plano playing andl 
cooking as weli) throughout life. 

When he was 14, Grappelli got a 
job in a cinema pit band. A year later, 
he was a street player, working with 
a guitarist — and earning enough to 
persuade his father to buy a piano. 

Grappelli was to teach himself to 
play the piarıo with considerable dis- 
tinctiveness, with the wistful key- 
board playing of cornettist Bix 
Beiderbecke a key influence, at one 
slage in his career abandoning the 
violin completely because he could 


last rays of an Indian summer 


OBITUARY 
Stephane Grappelli 


1975 New Yorker feature 
on Stephane Grappelli, who 
has died aged 89, an 
ıounced that the Frenchman had 
by that polnt in his life pulled level 
with his temperanıental opposite, 
he grifiy and unsentimental Joe 
Yenul, as the world's greatest jazz 


hought that İt was rather like de- 
caring a dead heat betwcen the 
world's two greatest unicyclists. lir 
hetwo decades since, during which 
Grappelli pursued lıis career with 
sha! seemed like redoubled enthu- 
sasm, little has happened to shift 
me rarity value of fiddle players in 
jz, though he has done as much 
aianybody to improve the odds. He 
has played with everyone from Earl 
Hines to Yehudi Menuhin, though 
lis most celebrated and influential 
lationship was with the Belgian 
0sy guitarist Django Reinhardt, 
fom the 1930s the most imaginative 
jz musician Europe had produced. 

Grappelll's playing used to be re- 
garded by the strict cognoscenti as 


rlaxed, rhapsodic fertility of his iı 
Fovising were widely acknowledged 
atoss he Idiomatic divides in the 
nusic as being as intimately related 
lo the essence of pre-bop jazz as 
lis Armstrong's truınpet, or Sid- 
j Bechet's sax, Grappelli's fiddle 
mung harder than the pulse of 
taıy drummers, and his sponta- 
و‎ were better than many 
Grappelli played in an ecstatic 
Taner, which celebrated the tran- 
0 a of all music, not 
: n 

bop players, pre-‏ اماج 
monic‏ 


bu 


1C that it was his last work, a final 

signing-off. 1 

Sir Colin Davis's superb new 
recording with the London 
Symphony Orchestra on Conifer 
records (75605 51304-2) 
demonstrates from first to last 
that The Rose Lake could not 
provide a richer conclusion, ar- 
guably the most beautiful of all 
his workg, It was in 1990 ona 
visit to Senegal thatthe 85-year- 
old conaposer visited Le Lac ., 
Rose, where, at midday, the aun 
transformed the lake's whitish: . 
green colour to translucent pink. 
Seeing it had an overwhelming 
effect on Tippett, and it led to. 

„| thls musical evocation of the. , 
lake from dawn to dusk, centred 
rolind the climactic mid moment 
when the lake ia in full song. . . 
` The 12 aeçtons, sharply de- 
lineated, form a musical اس‎ : 


iS Sreenfleld 


ı| olinist — and then added the after- 


Girls seem like the dlistant whine dl he 


ing docıımentary about an institu, || fr 


Te ا ا‎ 
SI . 
demu || Ward Greenfield 
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Spot the 
difference 


TELEVISION 
Nancy Banks-Smith 


26 ARTS 
A night to remember 


Max ends up going to lear the Juil- 
liar Quartet with Karen (Kinski), a 
businesswoman encountered in the 
hotel lobby. Later, after dealing de- 
cisively with a couple of muggers, 
he finds himself sharing her roonı, 

Figgis doesn't need to explain the 
appeal that two such attractive peo- 
ple have for each other, There is 
perhaps just a degree toa much of 
the coquette in Kinski's smile, but 
Snipes's courteous reluctance to get 
involved is welkjudged. And when 
the clirector eases them cliscreetly 
into bedl, he resists the temptation 
to move beyond the languict, drowsy 
rhythms of ihe predawn hour, 
thereby achieving suınething gen- 
ıinely sensual. 

Both of them return to their un- 
snlisfactory marriages. Bul ~~ in an 
absurd contrivance wlıiclı seriously 
damages the filnı — Karen's hus- 
banl (Kyle MacLachlan) turns out 
to be Charlie's older brother, a coin- 
cidence revealed to Max a year later 
when he visits the Alls hospital 
where his friend is dying. 

Four hearts in a tangle, as Janes 
Brown aimost sang, provide the 
filnı's third act, although Figgis's 
deepest Interest seems to be in a 
deathbed conversation between 
Charlie and Max, whose friendship, 
llke the ethnic question, is never 
viewed as a reason for surprise or 
explanation. Downey’s performance 
throughout is a technical marvel, 
easily the best thing in the film, 
shading down Irom the twitchy- 
bitchy aggresslon of his first scene 
— when we can feel the virus run” 
ning ke static in his veina — to big 
emotiona expressed through the 
flicker of a bloodshot eye above anı 

oxygen mask. 

Hiş death is the catalyst for the 
film's romantic showdown. Typi- 
cally, Figgis provides what looks 
like a neat resolution while leaving 
several frayedl ends untrinımed. As 
we listen to the characters’ parting 
words, and examine their final ex- 
pressions, we're not quite convinced 
about the happy-ever-after. Which, 
from this film-maker, is exaclly 
what we would expect, 

In Under the Skin, a 19-year-old 
waman reacts to the death of her 
mother by abandoning her job and 
her steady boyfriend to lose herself 
in drink and affectless sex. We 


CINEMA 
Richard Willlams 


INCE Mike Figgis is one of 
those directors who are con- 

sistent only in their unpre- 
dictability, it is hardly a surprise (o 
find him following the intensity of 
Leaving Las Vegas, his unexpected 
box-office hit of 1995, with a film an- 
swering, by and large, to the de- 
seription of a romantic comely. Burt, 
being Figgis, even his comedy has a 
badl conscience. 

One Night Stand originated in a 
$4 million script by Joe Eszlerlias, 
the writer of Basic Instinct. But it 
was accepted by Figgis on the un- 
derstanding that he could rewrite ns 
much of (he slury as he wanted. By 
the 1ine Figgis had completecl his 
rewrite, the only remaining trace of 
Eazlerhas's involvement could be 
ound in thıe basic nolion uf two mar- 
ried pcople having a brief but highly 
consequential fling, 

The result may not exactly be a 
great film, but it is always identifi- 
ably the product of Figgis's partict- 
lar intelligence, nıarked by a wit 
which can turn caustic without com- 
promising his genuine concern for 
his characters. And, unusually for a 
comedy, it is about something. 
Ahaut several things, actually, some 
of then unstatecl, 

Figgis wrote his version of the 
story thinking that Nicolas Cage 
might play the lead. When Cage 
proved unavailable, Figgis invited 
Wesley Snipes to star opposite Nas- 
tassja Kinski as the couple brown 
together by an improbable combina- 

ton of leaking pens, missed flights, 
and a shared interest iı chamber 
music. And, crucially, he chose to 
do nothing ta modify the story. 

That turns out to have been Fig- 
gis's second shrewd call. The script 
of One Night Stand makes not a sin- 
gle reference to the ethnic identities 
of its leading characters, but one of 
Its most i{elling moments comes dur- 
ing the course of their initial sexual 
encounter, when ihe camera dwells 
for a second on the sight of Snipes's 
black hand resting lightly on Kin- 
gki's white breast. From such appar- 
ent trifles is progress made, 

Snipes plays Max, a Hollywood- 
based director of television come» 


HE LIFE of an amıbassadır, 
being nomadic and involving 
much dressing up, mutates easy | f 
into a strolling player. Wlıich ls why 
Joanna Lumley's grandfather was an 
officer of the Raj and she is an & 
tress, Jonınu Lumley in Kingdom 
of the Thunder Dragon (BBCD 
relraced (he journey her grant |! 
father male in 1936. Taking his wile 
and daughter, he trekked for three 
and-a-half ınanths to invest lhe King 
of Bhulan with the insignia of 
Knight Comuander of the Indian 
Empire. A cold cuming tlıey had o 
it. His false teeth froze in their glass 
Joauna took her identically ek 
gant cousin and a TV crew. Tle 
commendably professional fila 
their grandfather look seemed lo 
flower into colour in Uuis film. The 
same meıı wearing the same clolhes 
seemed lo be performing the sane 
dance, Bhutan is frozen in time like 
grandiather's teeth, The con 
sions uf the century, (he hol wa, 
the cold war, Pop Taris and Spice 


gnats in Bhutan. 

Itis sport to put Joanna Lumley in: 
the wild and watch. She quickly dir 
covered the phenomenon of se 
cleaning laundry. That is, a diris 
T-shirt, carefully fulded, becomes 4 
clean T-shirt in four (lays. : 

The royal family of Bhutan wert ' 
both exotic (there was some talk 
eating orchids) yet anglicised. 0| 
camera a particularly fruity vok 
cried, “Whal do yuu mean, you o! 
bugger?" and “Oh, you darling! 
This was Jewcl In The Crow 
When in Englancl, le added, he 
ways went lo Newrnarkek. 

The Englishman and His Horst 
(Channel 4) was u cleliglıtfully te 


Nastassja Kinsk} and Wesley Snipes in One Night Stand 


Iris (Sanıantha Morton) starts to pick 
up men İn cinemas and bars, using 
them for sex before confronting them 
with her indifference, Putting on her 
mather’s ald fur coat and blonde wig, 
even borrowing her sister's name, 
she makes futile attempts to shel 
and replace her own İidentily. Adrift 
from all moorings, veering from (le- 
spair to bliss and back, she conspires 
in her own decline. 

It is the achievement of Morton, 
herself only 19 when the filn was 
made, that Iris's contradictions are 
made to seem consistent. Morton's 
range is apparent in the life and corı- 
viction she brings to Iris's angry 
desolatlon, and in the realism with 
which she portrays a sexuality that 
only a fool would take to be 
nymphomania. 


the greatest and truest art is (le- 
rived from pain. But we will not 
have been wasting our time. 

A seagon in hell is certainly in 
store for the young and vulnerable 
protagonist of Carine Adler's firat 
film. Ags the prize-givers at the 
Toronto and Edinburgh film festi- 
vals have already recognised, how- 
ever, beneath the superficial 
nihilism lies the sort of redemptive 
urge familar from the work of 
Krzysztof Kiéslowski. 

This is a film largely by, and en 
tirely about, women. Ali the men in 
it are cyphers, while all the womeıı 
come İn three dimensions and full 
colour, No complaints about that, 
given the subject and the intention. 
Adler, who also wrote the screen- 
play, has a lot to say about the condi- 


as feudal as Bhulan, the Jockey 
‘The Jockey Club is ا‎ chub nêl 
only two former professiona! j 
eys are menıbers, It's rather ike E4! 
ward VII, who, showing off Haro 
to his grandclildten, ا‎ Dont 
look a funny old gen . 
Duchess of Beaufort sald tardy | 
was never funny, not old and bJ’ 


mercials visiting New York to see a |j might well come oııt of it wondering | tion of women, and the inevitable This is a riveting performance, | stretch of imagination a gen 
friend, Charlie (Robert Downey Jr), | why so many of the most comr- | lopsidedness never leaves the film | subtly framed by a director who This was the club's first ter 
who has just been diagnosed as HIV | pellirg current films deal in such | spiritually or dramatically under | knows, unlike certain of her contem- | toe into television, They f 


positive, Stuck in Manhattan for a |İ images of bleakness, and why mod- | nourished. porariea, how to illustrate depravity | show the stewards “in the right ont ٣ 


enforce Ut || ilan 
odd bec lj 


of it en 
e 8, 

club's rules, are strangely indi 

guishable, which is 


they don't look alike. They are jl 


without appearing to celebrate it. 


After her mother dies of cancer, 


ern life encourages the belief that 


night without a hotel reservation, 


Prospero or the Duke in 
Measure For Measure, Dysart ls 


tive, it seems much more about 
Dysarta strange, extra-profes- 


Beyond mere horseplay 


gional love for this disordered | rot just a dramatic character interchangesbly posh, They o 
THEATRE horses with a metal spike. Part i boy: it strikes me as highly sig- but a surrogate playwright who however, be identifled bY اسای‎ 
detective-atory, part paychiatric Î nificant that Dysart, who hasn't | rmanlpulates the action and uses | which, though equally daf 
Michael Billington inquiry, the play patiently probes | kissed his wife for six years, in a | all kinda of tricks and devices to | distinctive ribbons. “You 
the motives behind a seemingly | crucial speech which Hands has | get to the truth, 'em a mile off by thelr l8” Pit 
BARE black stage. Space sertselegs act of cruelty. cunningly transposed, {dentifles Oliver Ryan, fresh out of public relations officer, David 
defined by expanding circles Originally, it seemed part of with the horse that seeks to kias | drama achool, makes the 
of ght. Actors in colour co-ardi- Î Shaffer's iifelong obsession with | the boy tibrough its chained disturbed Alan a much more 
nated white and cream costumes, | the conflict between Apollo and | mouth. And the final image, actively aggressive fgure than I 
Terry Hands ta clearly back in Dionysus: the boy, with his movingly expressed in thia pro- | remember from past produc- 
bııainess; and hia production of Î sado-erotic attitude to horses duction, i8 of Dysart clutching tons. And, even though the 
Peter Shaffer's Equus, which la that fnalfy takes such a savagely | the naked boy before throwing supporting roles are thinly ably voiced thenı, Like, 
part of an ambitious four-play destructive form, has access to j his coat, rather than the blanket ` written, Robert Blythe and eys behave so formally? 
repertory he is presenting at some quality of “worahip” that apecifled in the stage directlons,, | Lynne Verrall as Alan’s warring 
‘Theatr Clwyd 1n North Walesa Dysart, with his package- over him. parents and Siwan Morris as the | they have just fallen 
with a team of 23 actors, not holidays to the Peloponnese, Im not hinting at a aub-text of i atable-girl who vainly seduces One touched a symbolic ۴ 
ornıly bears his own unmistakable | car only envy. child abuse, But Hands has him, lend them substance. “Trainer and jockey, hare f: 
inıprint but makes ua see the The play also reflects the late grasped the point that Dysart’'a Obvloualy Hands’s produc- most a master servant rela 
play in a totally new light. gixtles ideas of R D Laing: that Î guilt springs partly from a lack of | tlon, with its actors in skeletal said the club's deputy PRO. 4 
Shaffer's piny, firat seen in psychiatry 1s a reductive process | courage in expressing his own equine heads, cannot escape the | boödy has to call somebody 1 al 
1973 and rarely revived since, often restoring patlents to forbidden love. influence of John Dexter's magi- İ cept the Duke of Edir! aT 
deals with the confrontation he- | society's questlongble notion of Hands, by using a visual siyle | sterial original: what it uncovers, | Prince Charles,” sald Pelee iê 
tween a desiccated shrink, Martin | normality. that he has often deployed in however, la the psychiatrists thé trainer, He added en 
Dysart, and a 17-year-old boy, Alî that is still present in the Shakespeare, also brings out un- | unartlculated, almost unackuow: | that stupid, willing horse. 
Alan Strang, who has blinded six | play. But, from today’s perspec- | suspected links. Very like ledged, love for his boy-patlent. | Çlever horses didn't like riê 


BOOKS 29 


New fiction 
Lucy Atkins 


No Man's Land, by Barry 
Englend {Cape, 14.99) 


IHIRTY years after his first 

novel, Figures In A Landscape, 
was shortlisted for the Booker, 
Barry England has produced a sec- 
ond, as manly as the first, but also 
introducing resolutely tough female 
characters, An unspecified disaster 
known as “The Event" has killed 
millions; those few survivors lıave 
fled to a new Capital while the army 
tries to control scavenging villains 
who loot and rape. The hero is part- 
killer, parttMessianic saviour, lead- 
ing his selected group of refugees to 
the Promised Land, 


Eve's Apple, by Jonathan 
Rosen (Granta, £9.99) 


OSEPH'S girlfriend Ruth, a New 

York artist, is neurotic about 
food. She exercises frantically, moni 
lors every mouthful, and at 112lb, 
thinks she's fat. When she vonılts up 
her supper, he develops his own ob. 
session, trying to cliscaover all he cin 
about her conlition in orrler in 
"save" her. The cleverly wrilen be- 
ginning graclunlly sinks bencath Ihe 
wuighl of philssophisityt. 


On Earth as It Is, by Steven 
Helghton (Granta, £9.99) 


HATH and wSunelurneusdinyg 

ure pilte agains {he (ransvey- 
lent possibiliies f kwe in hese i 
şunsilive, and thankfully oflen 
ironic, stories. Displared people — 
a Cambodian Canadian in Banff, û 
tourist in Kathmamhi — ning 
with domestic familiarily: an oll 
married couple; the tecliuny Of wark- 
iug in o cliner, Thouglt-pravok ing 
and delicately writlen, if occasion 
ally a little selfronsciouıs. 


covering every aspect of fiction and 
non-fiction writing. The 140,000 
ward course is written by pro- 
fessiunal writers and has been 
acclnimed by experts, 
Students receive one-{lo-onc 
guidance from tutors, all working 
writers themselves. From the starl 
they are shown how to produce 
saleable work. ‘At lhe Bureau our 
ilasophy, is quite simple’ says Mr. 
Motenl e, ‘We will do evcrything in 
our power to help students become 
published writers.’ 
The course comes on fifleen dnys’ 
free trlal. In addition, ıe Bureau 
offers a remarkable money-back 
guarantee — if you haven'l earned 
your tuition fees from published 
writing within ane month of 
com; in the course, your money 
will be refunded in full. 
So, would you like 1o be a writer? 
Why nat start now by returning the 
coupon below! 


How to become a 
freelance writer 


FAX (+44)161 228 3533 24 HOURS 


Why.Not Be A Writer? 
First-class و‎ course gels you a flying start, Earn while you learn. 


guidance, help to sell your writing and much more! lt°s 
ideal for. peginngrs. Details free. No cost, No obligation. Send the coupon: 


n E E ET ê 


` The Writers Bureau 
„ 'Dapt.. WE6127, 7 Dale: Sirset; Manchester, M1 1JB, England. 
٤ Reet LTH pen 4 Ditegce Leming Qualg Carnell 


nently relocating abroacl, Kubrick 
established a form of indepencleuce 
thal few moviemakers lave 
achieved. Bul unlike Joseph Losey, 
the Arrterican émigré whe most 
powerfully tappecl imo Brilish ninci- 
tty, Kubrick has ne routs in this or 
any lber culture. Fen’ all his fasticli- 
uusmrss, he remains a slıw-busi- 
ness figure and he reminels one Of 
the uımourless Hollywood mogul 
who so amused S J Perelnan, This 
studio boss decided to spend a year 
alone in a remote Hirmmaliyan cave’, 
clid unly in a loincloth, sBenly cor- 
templaliug the meaning of lie — 
bul lıaving the Hollywoorl Reporter 
delivered to him every day. 


by NICK DAWS 


Freelance writing cnn ba creative, 
fulfilling and a lot of fun, witlı 
excellent money to be made as well. 
What's more, anyonc can becoine n 
writer. No special qunlifications or 
expericnce are required, 

The market for writers is huge, In 
Britain nlone there are around |,000 
daily, Sunday and weekly papers, 
and nore than 8,000 magazines. 
Many of the stories and articles thal 
they publish ore supplied by 
freelances. Then there are books, 
theaıre, films, TV. radio... 

With such demand, (here’s always 
room for new writers, But, as Mr. E. 
H. Metcalfe, principal of Britain's 
leading writing school The Wrilors 
Bureau, explains, “If you want to 
enjoy the rewards of Seeing Your 
work in print, one thing you must 
have is proper training." 

The Writers Bureau runs 'a com’ 
prehensive correspondence course 


Exper lulors, Person 


| Name EH ا‎ 
{BLOCK CAFTIALS PLEASE) 
address .: 


> 


STS 


2001: A Space Odyasey . . . would HAL tell us anything about Kubrick? 


the inıpossibility of inıposing ratio- 
ual systems an an irrational unt 
verse, Every simple undertaking 
became Alı epic — the epic science 
fetion movie 2001, the epic teen 
fick Clockwork Orange, the epic 
horrvur' film The Shining, the epic 
Vietnam war movie, Full Metal 
Jacket. He lurneıl hirnself into a leg- 
end, n recluse, tiving since 1961 in 
British exile, his pictures nıade at 
cver increasing intervals on ever 
longer shooting schedules, 

The greater the (lislain witlı 
which he trcaled te Hollywxud 
moguls, tlle more {hey seemed to 
respect hin. Challenging the Holly- 
wood system from within by perma- 


more optinılstic response to the 
challenge is possible. And thal is 
something to be immensely grateful 
for, becnuıse not only iş tere no rea- 
son iu principle why the Holocaust 
should defeat literary reprcsenta- 
tion but to allow it to do so would 
seem like giving a posthumouts vic- 
tory to its perpelrators, 

Fugitive Pieces is in two parts. hı 
lhe first, a young boy, Jakob Beer, is 
rescued from A Polish city by a 
Greek geologist, Athos Roussos, 
who takes him to his island home 
where they endure eneıny OCcupa- 
tion. Jakab becomes a poet, and em 
igrates with Athos to Toronto, He 
marries, divorces, and marries 
again. In the second part, the narra- 
tor is a tniversity professor, exjlor- 


ing his relationship with his wife |: 


and with his Holocaust survivor par- 
ents througlı his engagement with 
Beer's life and work. It ia a novel in 
love with geology, in the subtlest of 


ways Inviting readers to think of its |. 


. distinct parts as strata, (he second 


built on the first, bearing its own |. 


shape and design but at a height 


and contour registering its debt to |: 


what it succeeds. 


. The shortlist comprised Fugitive 


. Pleces by Anne Michaels 
{Bloomsbury, £15.99); Jack Maggs 
by Peter Carey (Faber, £15.99); 

! Love And Longing In Bombay by 
Vikram Chandra (Feber, £12.88); 
Easy Peasy by Lesley Glalster 

. Bloomsbury, £14.98); Enduring 


` Lave by lan MoEwah (Caps, 


„ £15.98); and Larry's Party by Carol 
i Shiskis (Fourth Estate, £16.98). 


two most original directors (“that 
doesy't mean that theyre good’) 
came from that generation —— 
Kubrick and the equally uncompro- 
mising John Cassavetes, 

The first stage of Kubrick's career 
took place in the postwar decade, 
As a schoolboy, his idols were the 
harsh candid cameraman, Weegee, 
and the exhibitionist jazzdrummer, 
Gene Krupa, In his late teens, he be- 
came a selfeducated Greenwich Vil 
lage intellectual with a passion for 
chess, The second stage came in the 
late 1950s after he'd penetrated Hol- 
lywood with the low-budget thriller, 
The Killing, and the elegant anti-war 
picture, Paths Of Glory. 

At the age of 28, Kubrick was 
being written up as Hollywood's 
most European director and became 
a prestigious talent, courted by am- 
bitious actors such as Kirk Douglas 
and Marlon Brando. Douglas, the 
producer-star of the multi-million 
dollar Spartacus, hired hinmı in the er 
roneous belief that he would be his 
contentetl servant, Instead, Kubrick 
flexed his muscles from the start, 
hiring and firing actors, cavalierly 
taking over from veteran cinemato- 
grapher Russell Malty (who got an 
Oscar for work done by Kubrick), 
and even proposing that he be cred- 
ited as writer if the blacklisted 
Dallon Frumho's name coultl nol 
iıpprar on lhe piclurc. 

His high ambition, mad perf 
tionisn, or whatever yor choose 1o 
call i, started lo crystallise with 
Spurtncus. Once he had embarked 
on big-buclget productions, there 
was no going back, Although lis 
films were iıuıvariably adapted from 
hooks aııl were in defined genres, 
he has been a driven auleur PurSU- 
ing personal themes aboul rebel- 
lious outsiders, the conflicl between 
human faflibility and perfect plans, 


Anne Miclaels PHOTO: DAVID SILLTOE 


the most) sacrifice poetry to narra- 
tive. Those we vame rather more 
tencl to write novela that lack all mo- 
mentum. Once in A while, however, 
a writer comes along who pulls off 
the miracle of combining a poet's 
grasp of language with a story- 
teller's gift for suapense. Anne 
Michaels is such a writer, 

Still, even if the novel dominates, 
itis algo in retreat. If it is the modern 
fiterary form, it also quails before 
the subject of our me, which is the 


` Holocaust, How may the writer en- 


compass this event without dimin- 
iahing it? Nothing should be beyond 
the novelist’s reach, and wlıen a sub- 
ject presents itself which appears to 
he, the novelist has a particular duty 


, to address it. Michaels does this, 


There is something ugly about 
being “literary” — even worse, 
"poetic" — about the Holocaust, But 
Fugitive Pieces dernonstrates that a 


The wizard of odd 


novel's language is |' 


Phllllp French 


Stanley Kubrick: A Biography 
by John Baxter 
HarperCollina 399pp £20 


ERTRAND TAVERNIER, 

the best director at work in 

Europe today, resigned as 
French publicist for A Clockwork 
Orange (aka Orange Mécanique) 
with a cable sent to Stanley Kubrick 
t/o Warner Brothers, Hollywood: “I 
resign Stop As a film-maker you are 
a genius but as an employer you are 
an imbecile," The vice-president of 
the Warner advertising department 
responded, not by springing to 
Kubrick's defence but by framing 
the cable on his wall and inviting 
Tavernier to ¢hoose a 16rım copy of 
any movie from its archives. 

Indeed, as John Baxter reveals in 
his jufliclous and welresearched 
book, most people who have come 
into contact with Kubrick over the 
past 50 years share this sentiment, 
To composer Leonard Rosertnan, 
who arranged the music for Barry 
Lyndon, Kubrick is “brilliant, but he 
reduces everyone to slaves", When 


j Arihur C Clarke, his collaborator on 


201, was asked how much he 
wuld have to be paid to work wilh 
him again, he confiderl in fellow sci- 
ence fiction writer Brian Alcliss: “Ile 
hasn'l got thal much money,” 

Barn in New York in 1928, the 
only son of a successful Jewish doc- 
lor, Kubrick never lacked for ınoney, 
The early documettaries and the 
Iwo low-budget features on whiclı he 
arn his craft were largely financecl 
ly his own savings and well-off rela- 
tires, He belonged to the last wave 
“filmmakers to arise before film 
sol became the principal means 
of entering the industry, Paul New- 
Fn once observed that America's 


Anthony Jullus salutes the Canadian winner of this year's Guardian Fiction Award 


After 
Auschwitz 


UDGING the Guardian Fiction‏ ل 
Award prontptel the (houghl‏ 1 
the much bigger contest, tle‏ 31 
between the bo literary forms‏ 0 
nove] and poetry, has alreacly‏ € 
won. The novel reigns, in part‏ ا 
„j Sê It has incorporated rruclt of‏ 
3t poetry (ornterly was expected‏ 1 
It thus doean't scem sur-‏ . . 
iE lhat the Canadian Anne‏ 
aels, an accomplished poet,‏ 4 
ould turn to the novel as if, cont‏ 
ting her literary apprenticeship,‏ 
assed from a minor, to the‏ 1 3 
literary farm, Fugitive Pieces‏ 1 0 
Mphanlly vindicates the novel's‏ 


his remarkable navel has quali- 
“Me associates with poetry: in- 
uel Precision, and a celebration 
e „moments of vision, 
he me, But it İs also faithful to 
„° Hovel's task, to unfold character 


: the fate of its aree 
1 1 prose has 
e which matches that of the 
reader lores, It thus keeps the 
sur, O SPended between two plea- 

o ® pause, and to read on- 
5 looks up to reflect, one 


tendancy over poetry, 


; |" time. The 
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Taking the 
ghost route: 


Veronlca Horwell 


Lone Star Swing 
by Duncan McClean 
Jonathan Cape 312pp £9.99 


A Walk in the Woods 
by Bill Bryson 
Doubleday 320pp £16,899 


UNCAN MeCLEAN aftr’ 
four weeks in Texas on pir’ 
money from the W Somers 
Maugham Award, He had passed 
his driving test at home in Orku’ 
only the month before and hired 
car to motor about the state, ears 
pricked for the sound of his adored 
West Texas swing music, Bil 
Bryson, who lives in New Hamp 
shire, meant to spend 4 wok’ 
spring and summer hiking 210, 
miles of the Appalachian Trail up 1 
through the US's eastern side, He | 
bought 40lb of most superior ge ;4 
and did 800 unconyecutive miles. 

Well, I had to be paid to real 
Bryson and it was harder goin 
than he found the Appalachian Trl 
Mucdldy and coll and Jonely, and 
that's just the prose. This is a mt 
looking for copy, not far life. To him 
people are material; he repeated 
describes those he meets as sup 
ubnoxious and selfabsorhed. Anl 
he cloesn't much like the woo | 
wither, 

I think Bryson nıeant to tell 
truth aboul the kinel of journey le’ 
Koes to pieces underfoot — as MO , 
journeys (lo, uf course; but real hor 
esty woulkl have required him xot 
write the hook ancl he's too d4 
into the author business for that. 

I'm nol asking hiın into my 
however icky the (lrizzle, Wher 
any me McLean wants to f 
dancin’ to the rhytlıns of Latinost: 
Narteno at the Presidio Onion Fes 
val in the Tex-Mex borderlandsin? 
100-degree hent, I'l be there. 

A few years ago e found MF 
Edinburgh junk shop one serê 
LP of Bob Wills and his Texas 4 
boys, that jazzy twangy swing 
was the nusic of the mlddle ا‎ 
America from the mid-19305s (o 
Elvis, a synthesis of every € 
possibilily from Czech to black 
Hispanic. Il seems to have ble 
him. 

‘That music, he writes terial 
made "celebration out of dek? 
tion”, and he respects and 1 
those who made it in all e 
fallibility. Without sentiment, Ht 
Star Swing twice made me CTY: ale 
densely inhabited book even 
McLean is driving through اسا‎ 
fowns; he is reconciled to e: 
narratives of this world ~~ jp 
persona! life was messy, aid 1: 
fessional one no bland resu™ 
at O a 
by the mundanity of a 4 
else he has long desired l0 bf 
the food, the surreal conversa! 


PHOTO: STEVE PrKE 


child, to have adults take responsi- 
bility for you until you can reason- 
ably take it for yourself. We won't 
recreate that inclusive society un- 
less we can redefine how the state 
— the parent of last resort — 
should deal with the children, the 
terrifying heart of Davies's book, 


Jack Straw is the Home Secretary 


very different kind. We stood over 
him like mourners, For a second or 
two I saw him as his mother, father 
or sister would have seen him, as a 
loved one lost and gone:” 

The book includes some disturb- 
ing pieces about the state of the 
health service; indeed the article by 
Richard Phillips ~~ “Diary of an 
NHS patient" — and Kate Hine's 
“Diary of an NHS defector" should 
be required reading for anyone 
working in the ' Department of 
Health. : 

I cannot single out every article 
here, yet what this collection shows 
is that journalism is not transitory 
but, as Rusbridger writes, a rough 
cut of history. The contributions 
paint a picture of change — the 
clamour for it and the realities of it. 
And although it is a cliché to say 
that the events ‘of the past '12 
months were ‘portentous,' these’ 
pages show that 1996/7 really was a 
momentous time ‘of . change for 
Britain: This is an enjoyable’ book, 
worth mulling over. ' 1 
To order a copy of the Guardian 
Year "97 at the spêclal, pried of £10, 
contact CultureShûop ا‎ 
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Outsiders . . . a proatitute in Kings Cross, London 


Davies writes powerfully of the 
sense of despair and frustration of 
the many decent, dedicated people 
in child care about their power, or 
lack of it, to intervene effectively in 
these damaged children's lives. The 
modern history of the state a8 par 
ent is not a happy one. Children's 
rights are important but the most 
important right of a child ig tobe a 


and breaking it 


As the editor, Alan Rusbridger, | with the paper's highs over the past 


year, and there is certainly depth 
and breadth in the writing — the bur 
mour in Matthew Norman's “Diary 
of a hypochondriac” for instance, or 
the sharp satire in Simon Hoggart's 
parlianıentary sketches, 

‘There are also some very moving 
pieces. The book opens with the 
tragic events surrounding Princess 
Diana's death. Ben Pimlott reflects: 


‘| “You capnot be a sentient hunıan 


being and not feel grief and horror 
at Diana's death — the suddenness 
ofit, the folly of it. The shots of peo- 
ple weeping In the street spoke for 
many tears privately shed.” There is 
a heartfelt piece by Martin Woolla- 
cott — “Bangladesh's story written 
in blood" — in which the author 
comes across the dead body of a 
young man, recently shot in the 
chest, “He was good looking and 
II nıade, dressed in khaki miltary 

t and trousers, a middle-class 
boy\of perhaps 22. Bodies seen at a 
distance or contorted or thrown 
about are one thing, but this was a 
strange moment of intimacy of a 


28 BOOKS 


Locked in, shut out 


some children — male and female 
— who had drifted into prostitution, 
he says: “There are children who 
think they are adults, who think 
pleasure is the same as pain, who 
think sex in the back of a car ls the 
same as affection, who think that 
money is the root of all life and that 
power is the only point, who can be 
roped, raped, beaten, buggered and 
abused and still come back for 
more, because for them, in some 
mysterious fashion which they 
themselves most certainly cannot 
explain, this is the logical way to 
lead their lives.” 

And then there is Jean's story: 
Jean who lived for 23 years in the 
Hyde Park area of Leeds (an area [ 
remember from my student days), 
but who was then driven out after 
she had decided to take on the drug 
dealers and the youngsters who 
were completely out of control on 
her estate, “Tliere were children, 
but not the kind of children wha had 
once lived here . . . These children 
were wild and hard and impervious 
to pain — theirs and anyone else's, 
Something inside them was differ- 
ent. And they had won.” So Jean had 
to be moved, within 24 hours, pro- 
tected by a police escort. 

This is a good book, and it will 

shock many to the quick, that all 
this could be happening under their 
noses, Bul where Davies is wrong i8 
in his rather arrogant assuınption 
that “the Labour Government” (le, 
people like me) have never met the 
young tearnways or' the single moth- 
ers in Hyde Park. For all its imper- 
fection, one of the prevailing 
strengths of the British pollticgl sys- 
tem is that İt is rooted in real com- 
munities. You can be as high and 
nıighty as you like, but come Friday 
evening, you've got to be there, in 
the community centre, waiting for 
allconters to ask your help. 

I've seen plenty of Jeans in recent 
years — people hounded nearly to 
death by the appalling, unspeakable 
behaviour of others, But the perpe- 
trators turn up, too. One night, a 
Jean figure, an elderly wonan, com- 
pletely perplexed about why she 
had been victimised, arrived, Then, 
half an hour later, her “assailant”, a 
drug addict and single mother who 
had fallen into prostitution, came to 
see me as well. 


recalls in his introduction, in the 
space of eight months the qews- 
paper found itself at the centre of 
half a dozen legal and political bat- 
tles (the culmination of three years 
of reporting on corruption charges), 
which led to the resignation of a 
member of the cabinet and three 
ministers, and produced a burst of 


offlelal reports designed to raise the 


standards of conduct in public life. 
‘These sequences of events are 
reprinted here ard make com- 
pelling reading. Renıarkably, when I 
read them again, months after they 
happened, the whole episode seems 
so much worse. It is difficult to 
fathom just how-deep the Conse 
vatives got themselves ‘mired in 
sleaze. And even harder to believe 
the outright arrogance with which 
they faced up to these Irans- 
gressions. 


But you would be mistaken f you 


believed articles about Tory sleaze 
were all that the’ Guardian printed 
over the past 12 months. Naturally, 
with an anthology we are preserited: 


Jaok Straw 


Dark Heart: The Shocking Truth 
About Hidden Britain 

by Nick Davies 

Chatto & Windus 3OBpp £16.99 


ffi 


HERE is no such thing 
as society," Margaret 
Thatcher once blurted 
out, The admission was an accident. 
The policy was not As Nick 
Davies's book shows, this re 
creation of the worst aspects of 19th 
century liberalism was entirely de- 
liberate, and was excused morally 
by philosophers such as FT A Hayek 
who confidently, but preposter- 
ously, declared that Lhe phrase “‘“so- 
cial juslice' j3 . .. simply a semantic 
fraud”. So one buttress after another 
to an inclusive society was removed 
in ihe Thatcher experiment of the 
eighties. 

My own constituency of Black- 
buırn has, postwar, been more pros 
perous than many similar towns of 
the Northwest, Bııt I have never’ for- 
gotlen what the place felt like, the 
pall of depression which fell on the 
town, when in 1981 and 1982 fac- 
tories and mills seemed to close al- 
most weekly, and what should have 
been the fixed points of people's 
lives simply disappeared. To some 
extent, we are still reaping the 
whirlwind from that period, 

Though UK unemployment is 

now 5,6 per cent, there is a sizealyle 
group who lve outsicle what the rest 
of us would (lescribe as norınal soci- 
ety. Two, sometimes three, genera- 
tions where children have never 
cxperienced the man of the house 
{and 1 mean man) getting up and 
going to work. It is this area, the 
poorest, where you are most likely 
to be the victim of a crime. 

Nick Davies describes this 
process of social exclusion on a 
grander and more terrifying scale, 
as İt has afflicted nıany of Britain's 
nuyuch larger cities. The book should 
be required reading not for its 
analysis, but for the accuracy and 
controlled anger of its descriptions. 

Henry Mayhew, the anthropo- 
logist of the Victorian poor, and 
William Booth, founder of the Salya- 
tion Army, are both quoted in Dark 
Heart Davies has learnt something 
from each of them. Describing 


Making news 


Paddy Ashdown 


Thea Guardian Year '97 

ed John Ezard 

intro Alan Ausbridger 

Fourth Estate 256pp £12.90pbk 


F۳ A LETTER to Colonel Edward 

Carrington on January 16, 1787, 
‘Thomas Jefferson wrote: “The basis 
of our Government being the opin- 
ion of the people, the very first ob- 
ject should be to keep that right; 
and were it left to me to decide 
whether we should have a govern- 
ment without newspapers or news- 
papers without goveraınent, [ 
should not hesitate for a moment to 
prefer the latter." 

Nöw I'm not suggesting we nove 

Parliament from Westminster to 119 
Farringdon Road, but after reading 
the Guardian Year '97 (the 45th a- 
nual collectior of Guardlan writing) 
it would be hard to come tıp with a 
more pertinent quote. 1997 was a 
significant year’ for the Guardian as 
well as for the political fe of our 
country, 
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Golf Australian Open 


Champagne 
year for 
Westwood 


David Davies In Melbourne 


N A sensational end to anı 

awfully long season, Loe 
Westwood beat the world No 1 
Greg Norman at the fourth extra 
hole of a sudden-death play-off 
to win the Australian Open here 
last Sunday, 

It was Weatwoad’s third win in 
five consecutive weeks of playing, 
during which time he has won 
more than $900,000 and taken 
his overall earnings this season to 
$1,562,000. But better than the 
money have been the wins them- 
sclves, all achieved against good 
fields and with a quiet authority 
that has become hia tralemark. 

Victories in the Volvo Masters 
in Spain, the Visa Taihelyo 
Masters in Japan and now this 
prestigious trophy tıat was first 
played for in 1904 confirm him 
as 4 fflobal player of immense 
promise, 


4 
Westwood: sudden-derıth victory 


He now haa a play-off record of 
3-0, having won auddon deatha'in 
the Scarıdinavinn Mastera and the 
Visa event last year, wherens 
Norman lıas lost play-offs for all 
four major championships during 
a career İn which he bas rarely 
fulfilled his obylouê talent. He ia, 
though, ranked as the best player 
in the worid and over a period of 
5% hours Westwoad faced lim 
man to man and stared him down. 
Moreover Westwood beat a 
man who desperately wanted to 
win, It would have been 
Norman’s sixth Australian Open, 
matching Jack Nicklaua’s record, 
and hia tfird on the trot, match- 
ing the record of Ossie 
Pickworth, the only man to have 
dqne it. Inatead Westwood be- 
came the firat Briton to win gince . 
the Honcurable Michael Scott, 
an amateur of course, won the irı- 
augğuıral event and again in 1907. 
' The 24-year-old from Worksop 
in Notiinghamshire could hardly 
‘contain his delight. He firat 
phoned home and spoke to hia 
mother who, as she haa onı al] ax 
occasions that Westwood has , 
won, birat into tears, He then. 
phoned his manager, Chubby  .; 
Chandler, ii Kiutsford, Cheshire, 
and said: “I think you're aboit to 


. miss the beatnight of my Ife. How 


‘mich Dorn Perlgnon can yo 


. deiukla one nigî?” . . 


towards him as he carried the bal! 
in (rom the right and chipping per 
fecly to Rieper. The big defender, 
without a challenge, bullcted his 
header to the left of Dykstra from 
only six yards. 

United paid the severest penalty 
for their nervous, untidy passing 
when Celtic scored their second. 
Mark Perry, under no pressure, 
careleasly rolled the ball straight to 
Larsson, who inımexliately headed 
through the middle towards goal. 
His rightfoot shot from 20 yards 
struck the outstretched foot of the 
lunging Maurice Malpas and the 
ball shot high into the air, looped 
aver Dykstra and landed in the net. 

Those goals holed United below 
the waterline, keeping them more 
preoccupied with preventing fur 
ther damage than with fighting 
back. Indeed it was their general 
failure to make an impact on the 
Celtic clefence which was most na- 
table about their performance. 

By the time Cellic scorewl their 
third, {heir opponents could reflect 
only on the long-range shooling of 
Kjell Olofsson as aııy kind of threal 
1o Jonathan Gould. Those aleımpts 
were powerfully struck and occu- 
sionally only ınarginally wide but 
they were no substitute for disınati- 
ting a defence with the telling pass. 

Olofsson, in fact, had serl in- 
ulcer 3ityard frewkick narruwly 
wide of Greulcl's rigll-hiuudl post bu- 
fare Celtic, in Ihe SMh mimule, 
xrabbecl heir third. 


Footbal! Scottish Coca-Cola Cup final: Caltic 3 Dundee Utd O 


Celtic win catchweight contest 


PHOTO: ALAN HARVEY 


The slipshod passing of the 
Dundee side had already given 
Celtic possession in threatening 
areas but, before tlıe goals, Dykstra 
had lo deal only with a straight shol 
from Morlen Wieghorst and a run 
{ron Larsson, the goalkeeper (living 
Al the Swele's feel Io smother the 
ball ıs be ran inte Ihe bax. 

Wicglharsl wits it the Beart of the 
upener, tesing the United defence 


Snapshot . . . Larason scares Celtic's second goal 


Sports Diary Shiv Sharma 
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minutes, clearly able to handle the 
occasion much more readily than 
their opponents, who seemed {o be 
uncharacteristically unsettled by anx- 
iely. But Celtic bad only mildly both- 
ered Sieb Dykstra, and Lhe (wo goals, 
from Rieper after 21 minutes and 
Ihen Larsson, had scencrl inprubst 
ble. United's uncerlainiy thing that 
upniig qurt bud cule Mutu 
dppwar vulnerable bul net cullapsilole. 


Sweden are winners by a clean sweep 


20 lead before halime. Bul up 
pq mı unmarkud Yorke iw fire 
home a crass [tou Savo Milasevic 
iu the 54th minute, The gonl carne! 
Vîlla lhe advantage of an away gual 
and lefl the tie wide open. 


RAZILS football legend Pele is 

ihe grealeut player uu the 
planel, according lo a poll of half a 
million fans İn 1I0 counties con- 
duct via the Internet to fintl the 
world's top 25 players. Former Man- 
chester United striker George Best 
came second and therc were five 
other Britons in the top 10. The sur- 
vey was confined to internatlonals 
who have been retired thrce years 
„or more, wich explains the absence 
.of some of the recent greats, such aS 
‘Argentina's Diego Maradona. 


NGLAND snooker star Ronnie 
. O'Sullivan beat Stephen Hendry 
of Scotland at Preston to regain the 
Liverpool . Victoria UK champi- 
onship title he first won four years 
ago as a 17-yearold. He pocketed 
$125,000 for a 10-6 win over Hendry, 
the champion for the past three 
years and five times İn all. 


OLIN MCRAE last week be- 

came the first British driver to 
win the RAC Rally three times. It 
was his fifth world championship 
victory of 1997 and his 13th in all. 
But although the Subaru-driving 
Scot won more rallies than anyone 


'Î else this year, be failed by öne 


point to stop Finland’s Tommi 
Makinen retaining hie world title. 
"It's nice to win your’ homie rally, . 
but when you'ye got the champi-, 
‘onship in'the back of your mind, 
, iê snûall consolation,” said MëRae, 
0 disappointed. but not devak- 
tated." 


ing on 1o De streets in heir country 
afler the final whistle, while preni- 
dent Mohauımacl Khalaui ad- 
dressed lhe nation to celebrate “this 
precious victory". 


ANCHESTER UNITED sailed 

inin the quarterfinals of the 
Eurapenn Champions Cup, looking 
Jike a lenm capable of wining il. At 
Old Trafford they beal FC Kosice 
30, (he same score with which they 
lad begun Iheir Champions Icague 
campaign in Slovakia in Seplember. 
The margin would have been much 
greater had the Euglislı clamplous’ 
finishing been as good as their abil- 
‘ty to create chances, 

Andy Cole struck just before half 
time when he collected a David 
Beckham pass and drove home a 
low shot through the legs of the 
Kosice goalkeeper, United kept the 
visitors pinned back throughout the 
second-half, and their captain and 
keeper, Peter Schmelchel, was 
rarely threatened. Then Kosice’s 
substitute, Lubomir Faktor, put the 
balî into his own net and in stop- 
page time Teddy Sheringham, who 
had been offtarget a number of 
times, eased his conscience by 
making it 3-0. 1 


Newcastle's slim hopes of reach- 


ing the last eight in the competition 
were ended after a 17th minute goal 
from Giovanni handed victory to 
Barcelona at the Nou Camp. The 
Brazillan pounced to beat Shaka 
Hislop with a delightful! chip to: en 


sure the Catalan side recorded their 


first Champions League victory. 
A header, from Aston . Villa's 


Dwight Yorke iq the third round, . 
first leg, of (he Uefa: Cup against | 


Steaua Buch: kept, alive : the 
Midlands team's hopes of making 
further progresş in the competition, 


. The omens İooked bad for Bilan Lit: 
' dle'd men after Sieaua ‘raced into a 


WEDÞEN cruised to their sixtlı 

Davis Cup stweess in Guthen- 
buırg when they completed a cleat 
swecp against a United Stales leaın 
weakened by the wilhclrawal of Ihe 
world Na 1 Pele Sampras, The hasts 
clinched he (ille after Nicklas Kulii 
ancl Jonas Bjorkman beat lale sland- 
ins fodtl Martin and Jonathan Stark 
f, +4, 04. 

Earlier, Bjorkman rlefeatecl 
Michael Chang 7-5, 1-6, 6-3, 6&3, ancl 
Magnus Larsson triumphed over 
Sampras %6, 76, 21 (rellrcd 
through injury). The Swedes then 
went on to win both of the reverse 
singles matches ‘lo scal a famous 
50victory, 

The delighted Sweden coach, 
Carl-Axel Hageskog, said: “I am 
proud of my team, We have 4 good 
organisation in Swedish tennis. All 
the kids want to play tennis.” 

The last time the US were heaten 
50 in the final was 1973, when 
Neale Fraser's legendary Australian 
team of John Newcombe, Rod 
Laver, Ken Rosewall and Mal An- 


Î derson performed the feat in Cleve- 


land, Ohio, 


ei footballers staged a sen-' 
sational comeback in Melbourne 
to edge out Australia in the second 
leg of their play-off for the last re- 
mainiig place in next year’s World 
Cup firials. The home slde were 2-0 


.| up and cûoasting in front of nearly 


100,000 joyous fans when, with just 
13 minutês remaining, it all started’ 
to go wrong, ' ا‎ 

Karem Baghéfi, who’ plays for the 
German club’ Arminia Bielefeld, 
reduced arrears before Khodadad 
Azizi broke clear for a decisive lev- 
eller. Thé two’ sidés finished 3-3 on 
aggregate but as İran had scored 
more away goals they went through. 
The succéss of their national tern 
brought thousands of Iranlahs rush- 


of qucens keeps Black's control 
Qxd6 Qxd6 23 Nxd6 Redê 2 
Ne4 RxJ5 25 Rfc1 Bxe2 26i 
Rn5 27 Nd6 b3! 28 Resigns, 
® Ğarry Kasparov scored 94 i1 Ibrox 
clock sinmul af Oakham Sed Pairiak Glenn at 
which las chess on the curricuhg COCA-COLA Cup final that 
and is launching a Kasparov seh had been considered poten- 
arslhip for Russian pupils chosen tj ¢ tially the most delicately bal- 
the workl champion. His quick | ggced in years turned out to be a 
win (against Richard Pert) wel | catehweight contest, with Celtic Ihe 
e4 c5 2 Nf d6 3 c3 NIG 4 Be2 g65: Î heavyweights against the banianis 
0 Bg7 û Bb5+ Nbıl7 7 Rel a6 8Bi6 } of Dundee United. 

0 # d4 e5 10 dxef dxe5 11 a4 Qcîl | The Parkhead side's 4-0 league 
Na3 Rd@ 1# Qe? 16 14 Nd? bê lj | victory over Sunclay's opponents two 
Nclc4 Bb7 16 I3 Bcü 17 b4 exh! } Î weeks earlier had been perceived as 
exb4 Racê 19 Be3 Cih8 20 Qf Bul | an irrelevance, but it turned oul to 
21 Nxb6 ReG? 22 Nxa4 Resigns. be the most reliable form guicle of 
all. Andreas Thom, 10 minutes from 
ıhe #nd, squandered a gulclen 
chance to repeat the scoreline. 

Celtic had not won the trophy for 
1î years, but the famine was ended 
| | shen Marc Rieper and Henrik Lars- 

sun scored tle first two goals within 

two minules of each otlıer before 
, | he interval. Craig Burley’s headed 
lfihird was a proper reward far a 
player wiıo has had a huge influ. 
ence on the Parkhead side since his 
move (rom Chelsea, 
Not even the most wildly opti- 
mistic Celtic supporter could have 
: 1 ianlasised that burst of scoring nici- 
[ay through the first half, giving 
; heir team a plump cushion un 
Thomas Middleton v Akiba | hich to relax. 
binstein, Barmen 1905, White ¢ Û Certainly the Glasgow side hud al- 
move) was an uuknown Engi teal established an unmissable’ 
amateur, Blnck one ûf the lic Î uperiorily furing the openiryg 20 
reals, Black is ding 1 ready 
ruuml up {he dG pawn by RIC. 
Kî nd NIT, When Middlelon أ‎ Football results 
tally plonkecl his h1 rook alelt 
stend ul the obviuus d1, Rubin: na PREMIERSHIP: 
decide lis opponent bad gk 1: 
and quickly answered 1 Rhel Ri 
What happened rex? 
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No 2500: 1 Ki Reb+ 2 Ke: 
tranlinuing le chek by F 
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poaiilons: 1, (playod 
3:۸15 2); 2. Chelsea {16-31}: 3, Blac 
7 E : 3. Blackburn 
lois lu KelB RR 1 Ret 0 Sf eis 
% Kyl! Klı7 4 Ref! Ra 5 KIF | notin : 
Ihe WK is covered agaiust che dalan Oner BI ortam 2. Parlsmouth 1 
mul While wins by Re and 0 gfld 2, Bury 0, 
SupertMs Shirov aml Lali aaPsbrougn 1, WEA. Û, Siar 2 غ‎ 
yg hose Cufeateel by bis ef Ud 1, Crewe 0: SI port 3. 
endotnne, rne Û Wa O Suunderind 3, 
ا ا سس س ر س‎ 9 plone: 1, Nottingham Furanl 
j| S2. Mddlestxa (19-38; 3. WBA (19-3). 
‘PruRa 1 1 
e e0 CN gn Ca orion 1 
ا‎ Ghesterfid 1, 
i lug diamond sult that could muh O Qrimsby 2; 


provide discarcls for heart 
losers, lhe Chinese West 


{ed the ace of hearta, But lS r pe alone! 1 8 
wiy the full deal: tulon Thre: E 
North LOE 2. Hariepocl O; Cari 1, Sohthoro 
cl; Full 3, Doncesler O; 
4AQ | fim 1. Macclesnd Mansell o 
9953 1 foo cls Co 2, Pelsborough2. 
¢ AQ65 elec: Sonluie E rg, 
#AQ85 ea YO. Srenaee 1. Brighton 
West East urtoraug Sglj EON OY 0.9: 
4J 1098753 ا‎ 1 Ela 
RO 4 JIO Cod rne ti. 
4ھ‎ #07 PALS SCOTTISH LeA 
th. 2 Kang 0 Walont Hibernlan 1, Motherwell! : 
2k ine 1: Rengen ا‎ 
FLT i PSS ae 
494. ee 
sKJ9632 ۴ | ae 2, Smo ^0, Monon 
After the lead of tha 0% ag i 2 akc, : Reino, 
hearts, eclarer bail rg : mon [15-2 3, Bel NEI 
in collecting 12 Dll 
ا ع‎ nr Brechin 2, Cyda 1; 


other room, South # P, Endl in 
heart sult during the bA, [a om a: Sane j E2 o 


e 2: Forfar 2: Imes CT 
1 ti t the acs of lead Sih 1. 

be dangerous, She .lngsion (4 j: gebar (16-281‏ اجا 
spade, and there was 10 Ned Dieter, 8 1522),‏ 
home for the Chinese i Ê RCo 0; Co Da 4, Albion O; Berwlak O,‏ 
The USA gained 1L4 MPS peren 1, rin, Queena PKO:‏ 
deal, the biggest swing of PA oo aiMentroae 1, E‏ 
Venice Cup final,.. - Ata IB SE : EO LES‏ 


ED 


Chess Leonard Barden 


ARK HEBDEN, the 39-year- 

old Leicester grandmaster, 
has achieved a record-equalliag 
nıaximum 200 points in tle £3,000 
Leigh Grand Prix, Britain's year-long 
national league for congress play- 
ers. Hebden nıatchedl Michael 
Adams's 1992 record when he won 
all five games at the Scarborough 
0 


pen. 

More than 20,000 UK congress 
players take part each year in the 
Grand Prix or its associated con- 
tests, To win, you have to beal tlie 
best: Susan Lalic, Luke McShane 
and the blind èxpert Graham Lilley 
leacl the women's, junior and hand 
capped sections, while Adams is 
second in the Grand Prix. 

The points structure rewards 
totals of 90 per cent or higher, and 
this is no accident, Chess history 
(Alekhine at San Remo, Fischer 
against Taimanov and Larsen, even 
Karpov trying to beat Kasparov 60 
in their first series) shows that 
the greatest masters still strive 
for extra wins when draws wil suf 
fice, 

Translated to the Leigh Amateur 
Prix for grading-limited tourna- 
ments, this means going for 44 
or 5 when you are tired at the end 
of a weekender or one-day rapid- 
play, even when 4/5 ensures first 
prize. Very few players can consis- 
tently motivate themselves to this 
extent. 


J Burnett-M Hebden 


1 Nf3 Nf6 2 g3 g6 3 Bu2 Bg7 4 
0-0 0-0 5 c4 Nc 6 Nc3 d6 7 
d4 Rb8 8 d5?! Hebrlen is playing 
the well-known Panno syslenı witl- 
out the usual a6, so White could {ry 
8 Qa4 Nd7 9 d5 Nb6 10 Qc2 Na5 11 
b3. Naš 9 Nd2 Nû7 10 Qc2 Ne5 
11 b3 c6 12 Bb2 bS! Black's sly 
move order has proved more flexi 
ble than Ihe Panno witb af or lv 
Yugoslav with c5. 

13 exb5 cxb5 14 h3 b4 15 
Nee4 Qh6 16 Kh2 Bu 17 Nf? 
Falling for a taclic: White shuulcl ly 
17 f4. Rbe8 18 Qd2 Nncé4! 1% 


bxc4 Nxc4 20 Qg5 Nxb2 21 
Qxe7 Qd8! Forcing the exvhatyge 


30 LEISURE 


Landmarks of the future 


ILLUSTRATION: BARRY LARKING 


company which needa no further 
advertisement here. 

This year focused on “land- 
mark trees” and how they are 
special to us. Activities included 
planting trees from seeds or cut- 
tings of locally distinctive trees 
that will grow to become land- 
marks of the future; replacing 
lost landmark trees that can be 
found on old maps; and celebrat- 
ing existing landmark trees with 
events, A million trees are ex- 
pected to have been planted 
during the week. 

This ınay seem like a cart-be- 
fore-tlhıe-horse way of ascribing 
significance to trees; an instant 
heritage. Old trees, like mem- 

ory, are not tradable commodi- 
ties. The magic of a landmark 
twee comes from the relationship 
between people and the tree 
itself, its own character, and this 
cannot be prescribed for, any 
more than ııemory can. Whatever 
we lose ftom our memory, the 
alcl trees keep, When we tose 
them we are not free of the past, 
only lost to the future. 


Bridg@ Zia Manmood 

HE final of the Venice Cup, They play a hugely agressive 

the woınen'a World ganmte, creating pressure when- 
Championship, was between two | ever possible during the bidding 
teams whose paths through the and playing the cards with great 
qualifying atages were in violent ( accuracy. 
contrast. The US team had re- But, when confronted with ex- 
covered from a deficit of more perienced opponents who can 
than 5û IMPs against Canada to | absorb the pressure, their lack 
win the quarter-final by juat of experience at the very highest 
2 IMPs. In the semi-finals, they Î level ls the telling factor agninat 
hadi played the second American | them. Any top-level player will 
team, and won by 12 IMPs in a tell you that if only sahe could 
match which was close every make the right opening lead on 
inch of the way. every deal, she would be the 

Meanwhile China had thrashed | beat player in the world. Take 
a atrong British team by 74 IMPs | the Weat cards on this deal from 
in the quarter-final, and handed | the Venice Cup final, and make 
out the same kind of treatment your choice: 
to France in the semi. It appeared 
to most observers that the 4J1098753 A1062 ¢#K #4 
Chinese were the team in form, 
and would be suffering far less ‘This has been the bidding: 
from their previous exertions, : 

But Mildred Breed and Toby South West North East 
Sokolow, Marincna Letizia and Î 2%" . 24 40%0 Pass 
Lisa Berkowitz, Jill Meyers and | 44%. Pass 6# Pass 
Randi Montin produced one Pass Pass . 
more supreme effort to over- ل‎ 3 
come the Chinese and win the {1} Netural, showing .a club sult end 
Venice Cup by the convincing . 11-15 points. (2) Blackwood with 
margin of 65 IMPs, This was a Î clubs agreed as trumps (3) One açe, 
bitter blow for the Chinese i | or the king of clubs. 
women, who had also finished 2 1 i. 
second in last year’s Olympiad. Worried that East would have : 


fing, a murder of crowa. This is 
a tribal gathering place for birda. 
The pathways round It bear wit- 
nenas to leas formal visits by 
people who walk their dogs, ride 
thelr bikes or jog past ita great 
trunk, Its a boundary tree, 
where boundarlea have been 
erased. It's a landmark tree, iıı a 
land of amnesia. But something 
of whatever has happened here 
over aeveral centuries never 
leaves, locked in each year's ring 
inside the tree. 
Times change: for every tryst, 
fight, pause, ste) beneath this 
tree, something remains. Where 
pigs anuffled for acorns, cars 
now queue on the new road; 
where deer belled in rut, police 
alrena blare; where wind whis- 
tled through the wood, the elec- 
tricity pylon crackles in winter 
fog. This tree has been as much 
a part of our dwelling as it has 
far the birds and insects that 
have dwelt in it for centuries. 
The past weck was Natlonnl 
Tree Week. The initiative ia now 
prefixecl with the name of an oil 


Paul Evans 


OLD winds, morning 

frosts, pouring rain — 

these last few days have 
geen the old oaks shredded. 
Only young trees hold thelr leaves 
against winter's greying tide. 

This has been a fiery year for 
Quercus: in the alchemy of 
autumn's furnace, bronze, gold 
and ochre lit their foliage. But 
this already seems a brief burn 
— one more flash in the strobe 
of oakish history. Now these 
leaves, wet and blown, fill the alr 
with the amell of brown ale — a 
heady lure to Ican against the 
bark, intoxicated by myth. 

The onk is the tree into which 
the divine warrior Lleu flew, in 
thc form of an eagle, after he was 
tricked into his “death” by his 
wife Blodeuwcdd. For this she 
was turned into an owl. Images 
from the Celtic twilight of white- 
robed druids cutting mistletoe 
with golden sickles; of medieval 
greenwoods and romantic he- 
roes; of hiding kinga and invincl!- 
ble navies —~ all come from an 
anclent relatlongship with the 
onk, The British have more old 
oak trees than any other count'’y 
in Europe, but many people are 
worried that these important 
landmarks are disappearing 
without being replaced. 

Ifthey’re nat really relevant to 
today'a world, then the old oaks 
may not survive our insidloua 
cynicism. It takes a living verna- 
cular tradition to bridge the gulf 
between peoplc and nature. 

This oak tree 1 visit nearly 

every day, though very ald, has 
never known an eagle. But there 
18 somcthing accusatorlal in the 
way the crows throw thelt heads 
forward from its topmast 
branches and krauk into the 
morning rnin. And Blodemvcedd 
atill haunta these fclds in ıe 
tawny night. Into the dnrk 


Jınughs of this big old Lrce slips a 


crowd of redwings, n chnrm of 
goldfinch, a chattering of stAL- 


Quick crossword! no. 395 


21 Contradict (5) 


Across 


1 Parent (6) 
4 Parent {6) 


9g Vary austere (7} 
10 Check growth of 
— dering leat (5) 
Picker of 
Premiurn Bond 
winners (5} 

12 Twist together {7) 

13 Two-hundredth 

anniversary (1 1) 

18 Tuft of halr over 

horse's hoof {7} 
20 Jewish spiritual 
leader (5) 
22 Lesser wnite 
heron {5} 
23 Pasta strips 
used In soups (7) 
24 Reserved, qulte 
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6) 
25 Climb (6) 


8 e 
D project (11 BD O BD GW Û 
own 2 Metine (7) e) LELE gradu 
1 Qulcker (6) Apprehensive 
2 Mark, writer of 16 Insult (6) E r 
Tom Sawyer (5} { 17 Tinted hair lghtly u nı nene 
3 Utmost (7) (6) HA & FH Û 
5 Start ~~ attack 19 Exterlor — ring 1 CHUNG 
5) on target (5) £) 


6 Transporter of 


